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STATE OF NEW YORK

4436

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2023

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to referring individ-
uals to appropriate service providers for substance use disorders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2803-u of the public health law, as added by
section 1 of part C of chapter 70 of the laws of 2016 and subdivision 1
as anmended by section 1 of subpart B of part BB of chapter 57 of the
| aws of 2019, is amended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 2803-u. Hospital substance use disorder policies and procedures. 1
The office of [aleceholismand—substance—abuse] addiction services and
supports, in consultation with the departnment, shall develop or utilize
existing educational materials to be provided to general hospitals to
di ssemnate to individuals with a documented substance use disorder or
who appear to have or be at risk for a substance use disorder during
di scharge pl anning pursuant to section twenty-eight hundred three-i of
this article. Such materials shall include information regarding the
various types of harm reduction, treatnent, and recovery services,
including but not limted to: overdose prevention and syringe exchange
services; inpatient, outpatient, and medi cation-assisted treatnent; how
to recognize the need for treatnment or other substance use disorder
services; information for individuals to determ ne what type and |[evel
of care or treatnment is nost appropriate and what resources are avail -
able to them and any other information the conm ssioner deens appropri-
ate. Ceneral hospitals shall include in their policies and procedures
treatment protocols, consistent with nedical standards, to be utilized
by the energency departnents in general hospitals for the appropriate
use of nedication-assisted treatnment, including, but not limted to
buprenor phine, prior to discharge, or referral protocols for evaluation
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of medication-assisted treatnent when initiation in an enmergency depart-
ment of a general hospital is not feasible.

2. Every general hospital shall: (a) within existing or in addition to
current policies and procedures, develop, nmaintain and dissemn nate,
witten policies and procedures, for the identification, assessnent, and
referral of individuals with a docunented substance use di sorder or who
appear to have or be at risk for a substance use disorder as defined in
section 1.03 of the nental hygiene | aw Patient referrals shall be
arranged on a specific date, wth specific inpatient or outpatient
subst ance use treatnent organization. Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this subdivision, such policies and procedures shall require
every hospital to offer treatnment, including nmedication assisted treat-
nent when deened necessary, to the individual within seventy-two hours
of such individual being diagnosed with a substance use disorder
provided, further, that every hospital shall inmediately address synp-
tons of withdrawal;

(b) establish and inplenment training, within existing or in addition
to current training progranms, for all individuals licensed or certified
pursuant to title eight of the education | aw who provide direct patient
care regarding the policies and procedures established pursuant to this
section; and

(c) except where an individual has come into the hospital under
section 22.09 of the nental hygiene law, if the hospital does not
directly provide substance use disorder services, or the individua
refuses services, then [] the hospital shall refer such individuals in
need of substance use disorder services to [anrd—ecoordinate—nih
substance—use—di-sorder—servi-ces—prograns]| an appropriate service provid-
er that [prowide] provides behavioral health services, as defined in
section 1.03 of the nmental hygiene law_or a hypodernic syringe and
needl e exchange program authorized pursuant to section 80.135 of part 80
of title 10 of the New York state codes, rules and regulations, that has
the ability to provide services to the individual wthin seventy-two
hours.

3. Upon commencenent of treatnment, adm ssion, or discharge of an indi-
vidual wth a docunmented substance use disorder or who appears to have
or be at risk for a substance use disorder, including discharge fromthe
energency department, such hospital shall informthe individual of the
availability of the substance use disorder treatnent services that nmay
be available to themthrough a substance use disorder or harm reduction
services program and, if requested, refer the individual to the appro-

priate services. Such efforts to refer the individual shall be docu-
nented in such individual's nedical record.
4., The commissioner, in consultation wth the conm ssioner of the

office of |[alecochelism—and—substance—abuse] addiction services and
supports, shall make regul ati ons as nay be necessary and proper to carry
out the provisions of this section.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



