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AN ACT to anmend the energency tenant protection act of nineteen seven-
ty-four, in relation to surcharges assessed for the late filing of
rent registration statenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision e of section 12-a of section 4 of chapter 576
of the laws of 1974, constituting the enmergency tenant protection act of
ni net een seventy-four, as anended by chapter 253 of the laws of 1993, is
amended to read as foll ows:

e. The failure to file a proper and tinmely initial or annual rent
registration statenment shall, wuntil such tinme as such registration is
filed, bar an owner from applying for or collecting any rent in excess
of the legal regulated rent in effect on the date of the |ast preceding
registration statenent or if no such statements have been filed, the
legal regulated rent in effect on the date that the housing accomo-
dation becanme subject to the registration requirenents of this section
The filing of a late registration shall result in the prospective elim -
nation of such sanctions and provided that increases in the |egal regu-
| ated rent were | awful except for the failure to file a tinely registra-
tion, the owner, upon the service and filing of a late registration,
shall not be found to have collected an overcharge at any tinme prior to
the filing of the late registration. If such late registrationis filed
subsequent to the filing of an overcharge conplaint, the owner shall be
assessed a late filing surcharge for each late registration in an anpunt
[egualto fifty percent of the timely rent registration fee] of one
hundred dollars; provided, however, if the state division of housing and
community renewal deternmines such late registration was willful, such
late filing surcharge for each late registration shall be one thousand
dol |l ars. The filing of a late registration subsequent to an overcharge
conplaint shall not be a basis for determning that such late filing was
not willful.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, nmatter in brackets
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