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STATE OF NEW YORK

3533

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 3, 2023

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
the issuance of "Blue Star Mdther" and "Blue Star Fanmily" distinctive
license plates; and to anend the state finance law, in relation to
establishing the "blue star nmothers and fanilies support fund"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis amended by adding a new
section 404-ff to read as foll ows:

8 404-ff. Distinctive "Blue Star Mther" and "Blue Star Famly"
license plates. 1. Any person residing in this state whose child,
spouse, parent, sibling, or grandchild is actively serving in the arned

forces of the United States shall, upon request, be issued a distinctive
license plate bearing the words "Blue Star Mther" or "Blue Star Fani -
ly", respectively. Application for said license plate shall be filed

with the formand detail as the conmm ssioner shall prescribe.

2. The distinctive plates authorized pursuant to this section shall be
issued upon proof, satisfactory to the conm ssioner, that the applicant
is the parent of an active duty service nenber, or the spouse, child,
sibling, or grandparent of an active duty service nenber, in the sane
manner as ot her nunber plates upon the paynent of the regular registra-
tion fee prescribed by section four hundred one of this article,
provi ded, however, that an additional annual service charge of twenty-
five dollars shall be charged for such plate.

3. Fach twenty-five dollars received as the annual service charge
under this section shall be deposited to the credit of the "blue star
not hers and fanmilies support fund" established pursuant to section nine-
ty-five-1 of the state finance law and shall be used for blue star noth-
ers and blue star fanilies organizations as determi ned by the New York
state division of veterans' affairs' division of veterans' services
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pursuant to subdivision three of section ninety-five-l of the state
finance | aw.

8 2. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 95-1 to
read as foll ows:

§ 95-1. "Blue star mothers and families support fund". 1. There is
hereby established in the joint custody of the conm ssioner of taxation
and finance and the conptroller, a special fund to be known as the bl ue
star nothers and famlies support fund.

2. Such fund shall consist of all revenues received pursuant to
section four hundred four-ff of the vehicle and traffic law, and al
other noneys appropriated, credited or transferred thereto from any
other fund or source pursuant to law. Nothing contained in this section
shall prevent the state fromreceiving grants, gifts, or bequests for
the purposes of the fund, as defined in this section, and depositing
theminto the fund according to |aw

3. Monies of the fund shall be expended only by the New York state
division of veterans' affairs' division of veterans' services. These
funds shall be used for prograns and organi zations that support parents
and family nenbers of active duty menbers of the arnmed forces of the
United States.

8§ 3. 1. Adistinctive plate established pursuant to section 404-ff of
the vehicle and traffic law, as added by section one of this act, shal
only be designed, produced and issued upon the delivery to the depart-
ment of notor vehicles of a surety bond in the amount of $6, 000, which
shall be executed by a surety conpany authorized by the departnent of
financial services to transact business in this state. Provided, howev-
er, that if the conmm ssioner of notor vehicles shall have received prior
to the plate design, production and issuance at |east 200 orders for
such distinctive plate together wth the additional annual service
charge applicable to each such order, which shall be non-refundable, no
such surety bond shall be required. Al such service charges shall be
deposited pursuant to the provisions of section 404-oo0 of the vehicle
and traffic law to the «credit of the department of notor vehicles
di stinctive plate devel opment fund established by section 95-1 of the
state finance |aw and shall be used for the design, production, adver-
tising and distribution of distinctive license plates in accordance with
such section 95-1.

2. |If, upon the expiration of two years follow ng the date upon which
distinctive plates in the series are first available for sale, 200 or
nore sets of such plates are sold, a bond delivered pursuant to this
section shall be discontinued. If fewer than 200 sets of such plates are
sold by such tine, the departnent of notor vehicles shall be entitled to
recover against the bond an anount proportionate to such shortfall.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




