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STATE OF NEW YORK

3403

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 3, 2023

Introduced by M of A CRUZ BURDI CK, BARRETT, THI ELE, HEVESI, SI MN,
MORI NELLO, TAGUE, SILLITTI, WALSH -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services law, the mlitary |aw and the
executive law, in relation to establishing the Alex R Jinmenez New
York state military imrgrant fanmly | egacy program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The veterans' services law is anmended by adding a new
section 29-b to read as foll ows:

8 29-b. Staff sergeant Alex R Jinenez New York state mlitary inm-
grant famly legacy program 1. For the purposes of this section, the
following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Uniforned service nenber"” shall nean a nenber of the arny, navy,
air force, space corps, marine corps, coast guard, public health service
conm ssioned corps, or national oceanic and atnospheric admnistration
commi ssioned officer corps serving on active duty.

(b) "The progranmt shall nean the staff sergeant Alex R Jinenez mli-
tary immgrant famly | egacy program

(c) "Coordinator" shall nean a mnilitary inmmgrant famly |egacy
program coordinhator appointed pursuant to subdivision three of this
section.

(d) "Veteran" shall nean a person who served in the active nilitary,
naval or air service and who was di scharged or rel eased under conditions
ot her than di shonorabl e.

(e) "Intended recipients" shall nean uniforned service nenbers, veter-
ans, reserve conponent nenbers and their famly nenbers.

(f) "Reserve conponent nenbers" shall nean those serving in the arny
reserve, navy reserve, marine corps reserve, the arny national guard or
the air national guard during the tine the unit was federally recogni zed
as a reserve conponent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. There is hereby established within the departnent., in conjunction
with the division of mlitary and naval affairs, the staff sergeant Al ex
R. Jinenez New York state military imrMgrant fanmly | egacy program which
shall be jointly devel oped and i nplenented by the conmi ssioner and the
adjutant general of the division of nilitary and naval affairs., in
consultation with the office for new Anericans established pursuant to
section ninety-four-b of the executive law, and in accordance with the
provisions of this section. The prinmary purpose of the programshall be
to assist intended recipients to secure legal inmigration status in the
United States, including but not limted to, citizenship.

3. Two military inmgrant famly | egacy program coordi nators shall be
appointed, one appointed by the conmi ssioner and one by the adjutant
general of the division of mlitary and naval affairs, to admnister the
program FEach coordinator shall be a veteran. The coordinators' duties
shall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) assisting intended recipients who may qualify for adjustnent of
status, special inmmgration status through the federal Parole in Place
program aut hori zed by section 1758 of the 2020 National Defense Authori -
zation Act, or any other sort of relief that can lead to citizenship.

(b) commnication wth the conni ssioner and the adjutant general and
the office for new Anericans regarding existing policies and regul ations
pertaining to the needs of intended recipients and to nmeke recommenda-
tions regarding the inprovenent of benefits and services to such
i nt ended recipients.

(c) serving as liaison between the department and the division of
mlitary and naval affairs, the United States citizenship and inm -
gration services, inmgration and custons enforcenent, the United States
departnent of veterans affairs, local veterans' service agencies, state
agencies, comunity groups., advocates, and other veterans and mlitary
organi zations and interested parties.

(d) consulting with qualified inmigration attorneys or duly authorized
board of imm gration appeals approved representatives to facilitate such

coordination with the United States citizenship and imrigration services
or other appropriate agency.

(e) advocating for intended recipients.

(f) developing and maintaining a clearinghouse for information and
resources relating to the program

(g) pronpting events and activities that educate and assi st intended
recipients, including but not limted to, veteran hunan rights confer-
ences, veterans benefit and resources events.

h including the contributions that intended recipients have made on
behalf of the United States and this state on the departnent's officia
website.

(i) developing information to be nade available to congressionally
chartered veterans' organizations, and | ocal veterans' services agencies

to provide a general overview of the program including but not limted
to, its purpose and the eligibility requirenents for adjustnent of
status, citizenship, or any other formof available relief.

(j) preparing reports on topics, including but not limted to, the

denographics of intended recipients, the nunber of such intended recipi-
ents by county, and the unique needs of the intended recipients within
New York state to the conm ssioner, the adjutant general of the division
of mlitary and naval affairs and the office for new Areri cans.

4. The coordinators shall subnmt a report to the conmm ssioner and to
the adjutant general of the division of mlitary and naval affairs on
January first each year following the first full year after the effec-
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tive date of this section. Such report shall include, but not be linmted
to, a description of the coordinators' activities for the preceding
cal endar year. The conmi ssioner shall submit the report to the governor
and the legislature in accordance with the provisions of section four of
this article. The adjutant general of the division of mlitary and naval
affairs shall submt the report to the governor and the legislature in
accordance with the provisions of section one hundred sixty-four of the
executive | aw

§ 2. Section 4 of the veterans' services law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 38 to read as foll ows:

38. To encourage the devel opnent of and provide for the establishnent
of a state mlitary inmmgrant famly |egacy program coordinator, as
provided in section twenty-nine-b of this article.

8 3. The nmilitary law is amended by adding a new section 256 to read
as foll ows:

8§ 256. State mlitary immgrant famly | egacy program support. The
adj utant general shall encourage the devel opnment of and provide for the
establishnent of a state military inmgrant famly | egacy program coor-
dinator, as provided in section twenty-nine-b of the veterans' services
| aw.

8 4. Paragraph (lI) of subdivision 5 of section 94-b of the executive
| aw, as added by chapter 206 of the |laws of 2014, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) (1) Coordinate with other state agencies and ot herwi se marshal the
resources of the state to serve the needs of immgrants, and (ii) advise
the state military inmgrant famly | egacy program coordi hators pursuant
to section twenty-nine-b of the veterans' services |aw,

8 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided however, that if section 2 of part PP of
chapter 56 of the laws of 2022 shall not have taken effect on or before
such date, then this act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
sane manner as such section of such part of such chapter of the |aws of
2022 takes effect.




