O©CoOoO~NOUA~,WNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

3045

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 2, 2023

Introduced by M of A JENSEN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing the fire
station construction grant program to anend the state finance law, in
relation to establishing the fire station construction fund; and
maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive |law is amended by adding a new section 719 to
read as foll ows:

8 719. Fire station construction grant program 1. There is hereby
established within the division of honeland security and energency
services a fire station construction grant programto be adninistered by
the conm ssioner for the purpose of awarding grants to fire departnents
to assist in defraying the costs of eligible fire station projects. The
conm ssioner is authorized, within anobunts fromany source appropriated
or otherw se provided for such purpose, to make grants for such purpose.

2. Project grants shall be awarded on a conpetitive basis through a
request for proposal process which shall set forth the standards for the
sel ection process, the required project proposal format, costs eligible
for funding, project inplementation requirenents, reporting require-
nents, and such other provisions as the comm ssioner may deem necessary
or beneficial in inplenenting the program The governing body of a fire
departnent seeking to apply for a grant shall subnit an application on
behalf of the fire departnent to the comm ssioner. Al such applications
shall have been reviewed, finalized and approved by the governing board
of the fire departnent prior to subnmission to the commi ssioner. Each
such application shall

(a) denpnstrate a specific need grant funds;

(b) denpnstrate that resources are or shall be available to provide
for maximumutilization of the project if the grant is approved;
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LBDO6567-01- 3



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 3045 2

(c) contain verification in such formas nmay be acceptable to the
commi ssioner that the total cost of the project, exclusive of grant
funds, has been or will be obtained by the fire departnent in a tinely
nanner in order to conplete the project:;

(d) denpnstrate that fire station operations would be nade nore
econoni cal as a consequence of approval of the grant application;

(e) be linited to one project concerning a fire departnent buil ding.
provided that no building shall be the subject of nore than one applica-
tion per year; and

(f) provide such other infornmation as may be required by the conm s-
si oner.

3. Subject to availability of funds wthin the fire station
construction fund established by section ninety-nine-qgq of the state
finance law, the conm ssioner nmay award grants for up to seventy-five
percent of the total project approved costs of a project.

4. In approving any application, the comni ssioner shall consider the
condition of the existing fire station building that is the subject of
the application and, where appropriate, the needs of isolated or econont
ically disadvantaged communities. No application shall be approved for a
project that is deened by the conmni ssioner to have been conpleted prior
to the date of the application.

5. As used in this section:

(a) "Fire departnent” nmeans a paid or volunteer fire departnent, fire
conpany or fire district responsible for the operation of one or nore
muni cipal fire stations.

(b) "Eligible fire station project” or "project" neans a project for
the acquisition, construction, renovation or rehabilitation, including
| easehol d i nprovenents, of buildings owned and wutilized by a fire
departnent in the provision of services to the comunity served by the
fire departnment or an infrastructure inprovenent to such buildings.
Infrastructure inprovenents may include upgraded electrical or conmmuni-
cations equipnent. "Eligible fire station project” or "project" does not
include feasibility studies, plans, investigations or other simlar
undert aki ngs.

6. The conmi ssioner shall adopt rules and regulations to carry out the
pur poses and provisions of this section.

8§ 2. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section 99-qqg to
read as foll ows:

8 99-gqg. Fire station construction fund. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the conm ssion-
er of the division of honeland security and energency services a special
fund to be known as the "fire station construction fund".

2. Moneys of the fire station construction fund shall be available to
the conmmissioner of the division of honeland security and energency
services for the adnministration and purposes of the fire station
construction grant program established by section seven hundred nineteen
of the executive |aw

3. The fund shall consist of all npneys appropriated for its purpose
and all other noneys credited or transferred thereto fromany other fund
Oor source pursuant to | aw

4. Moneys in the fire station construction fund shall be Kkept sepa-
rately from and shall not be conmmngled with any other noneys in the
joint or sole custody of the state conptroller or the conmmi ssioner of
the division of honeland security and energency services.

5. Moneys in the fire station construction fund shall be payable from
the fund on the audit and warrant of the state conptroller on vouchers
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approved and certified by the conm ssioner of the division of honel and
security and energency service

§ 3. The sumof ten mllion dollars ($10,000,000), or so nuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the fire station
construction fund out of any nobneys in the state treasury in the genera
fund to the credit of the state purposes account, not otherw se appro-
priated, and nmade i medi ately avail able, for the purpose of carrying out
the provisions of this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




