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STATE OF NEW YORK

286

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 4, 2023

Introduced by M of A PAULIN, SIMON -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "safe
schools by design act"; directing the use of certain professiona
design services for school security and safety inprovenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "safe schools by design act".

8 2. Legislative intent. The |egislature acknow edges that neasures
taken to enhance school safety through investnents in facility harden-
ing, violence intervention services, and school resource officers
contribute to a broader strategy to mtigate and prevent violent acts on
school grounds.

The legislature further acknow edges that schools are intended to be
communi ties and shoul d be planned without sacrificing the inherent posi-
tive qualities of school environnments we all desire for our children,
and that design solutions can help address social, psychol ogical,
econom ¢, environmental, and safety factors while maintaining a healthy
and productive | earning environment.

The legislature intends to provide school districts with the flexibil-
ity to adapt to differing and evolving community concerns, support
student health and safety, and create productive |earning environments.

8 3. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 408-c to
read as foll ows:

§ 408-c. School safety design and planning. A five year capital facil-
ities plan, as required pursuant to paragraph (d) of subdivision tw of
section four hundred nine-d of this article, shall consider the incorpo-
ration of design elenments and strategies as part of a conprehensive
approach to provide a secure and safe school environment. On or before
July first, two thousand twenty-four, the conmi ssioner shall issue guid-
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ance on the use of design elenents and strategies by schools and schoo
districts to provide a secure and safe environnent.

8 4. Subdivision 4 of section 2801-a of the education |aw, as anended
by chapter 525 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as follows:

4. Each district-w de school safety teamshall be appointed by the
board of education, or the chancellor in the case of the city schoo
district of the city of New York, and shall include but not be linited

to representatives of the school board, teacher, adm nistrator, and
parent organizations, school safety personnel, and other school person-
nel including bus drivers and nonitors. At the discretion of the board
of education, or the chancellor in the case of the city of New York, a
student may be allowed to participate on the safety team provided
however, that no portion of a confidential building-level energency
response plan shall be shared with such student nor shall such student
be present where details of a confidential building-Ievel energency
response plan or confidential portions of a district-w de emergency
response strategy are discussed. Each buil ding-1evel enmergency response

team shall be appointed by the building principal, in accordance with
regul ati ons or guidelines prescribed by the board of education, chancel -
| or or other governing body. Such building-level teans shall include but

not be linmted to representatives of teacher, admnistrator, and parent
organi zati ons, school safety personnel and other school personne
i ncluding bus drivers and nonitors, comunity nenbers, |aw enforcenent
officials, fire officials or other energency response agencies, design
professionals |licensed pursuant to article one hundred forty-five, one
hundred forty-seven, or one hundred forty-eight of this chapter, and any
other representatives the board of education, chancellor or other
governi ng body deens appropriate.

8 5. Paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 2814 of the education
|l aw, as added by chapter 181 of the | aws of 2000, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. School safety activities. Prograns eligible for funding pursuant to
this section may include, but not be limted to: (i) safe corridors
prograns; (ii) diversity prograns; (iii) collaborative school safety
prograns with | aw enforcenent agencies or conmunity-based organi zati ons;
(iv) metal detectors, intercom and other intra-school comunication
devices and other devices to increase school security and the safety of
school personnel and students; (v) programs which facilitate and pronote
community involvenent in school facility planning; and (vi) other
progr ans i ncluding conprehensive school-based intervention nodels,
approved by the conm ssioner, that reduce violence and inprove schoo
safety. Conprehensive school based intervention nodels shall coordinate
with and col |l aborate with other services currently being provided in the
school district, incorporate appropriate school violence prevention and
i ntervention services, and coordinate appropriate funding sources to
ensure the efficient delivery of services. Such conprehensive school -
based intervention nodels shall also include provisions for the invol ve-
nment of teachers, parents, school adnministrators in the devel opnent and
i npl emrentation of the program a detailed statenent identifying specific
performance goals, a proposed tinetable for inplenentation and achieve-
ment of such goals and specific assessnment nmethods which will be used to
measur e student and school progress.

8 6. Subparagraph 1 of paragraph a of subdivision 6 of section 3602 of
the education | aw, as anmended by section 5 of part A of chapter 60 of
the |l aws of 2000, is anended to read as follows:
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(1) For new construction and the purchase of existing structures, the
cost allowances shall be based upon the rated capacity of the building
or addition and a basic per pupil allowance of up to six thousand three
hundred seventy-five dollars adjusted nonthly by a statew de index
reflecting changes in the cost of |abor and materials since July first,
ni net een hundred ninety-two, established by the commi ssioner of |abor
nmodi fi ed by an annual county or nulti-county |abor narket conposite wage
rate, established by the comm ssioner of |abor in consultation with the
comm ssioner, for July first of the base year, comencing July first,
ni net een hundred ni nety-seven for general construction contracts awarded
on or after July first, nineteen hundred ninety-eight, indexed to the
medi an of such county or nulti-county rates, but not Iess than one
Such base allowance shall apply to a building or an addition housing
grades prekindergarten through six and shall be adjusted for a building
or an addition housing grades seven through nine by a factor of one and
four-tenths, for a building or an addition housing grades seven through
twelve by a factor of one and five-tenths, for a building or addition
housi ng speci al education prograns by a factor of two, except that where
such building or addition is connected to, or such space is |ocated
within, a public school facility housing prograns for nondi sabled
pupils, as approved by the comri ssioner, a factor of three shall be
used. Rated capacity of a building or an addition shall be determ ned by
the commi ssioner based on space standards and other requirenments for
bui I di ng construction specified by the conmi ssioner. Such assigned
capacity ratings shall include, in addition to those spaces used for the
instruction of pupils, those spaces which are used for elementary and
secondary school libraries, <cafeterias, prekindergarten instructiona
roons, teachers' conference roons, gymnasiunms [and]. auditoriunms, health
and wellness offices, and de-escalation roons. For new construction
proj ects approved on or after July first, two thousand, by the voters of
the school district or by the board of education of a city schoo
district in a city with nore than one hundred twenty-five thousand
i nhabi tants, and/or the chancellor in a city school district in a city
having a population of one mllion or nore, such rated capacity for new
bui l di ngs and additions constructed to replace existing buildings that,
in the judgnent of the conmi ssioner, have not been adequately maintai ned

and have not reached their projected useful life shall be reduced by the
comm ssioner by an anpunt proportional to the renmaining unused portion
of the useful life of the existing buildings, provided however that the

conmm ssioner rmay waive such requirenent upon a finding that replacenent
of the existing building is necessary to protect the health and safety
of students or staff, that reconstruction and nodernization of the
exi sting building would not adequately address such health and safety
problens, and that the need to replace the building was not caused by
failure to adequately maintain the building. If the comm ssioner of
| abor resets the statewide index reflecting changes in the costs of
| abor and materials since July first, nineteen hundred ninety-two, the
conm ssioner shall adopt regulations to supersede the basic per pupi
al l owance of up to six thousand three hundred seventy-five dollars to
the inputed allowance in effect at that tine.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmediately.



