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STATE OF NEW YORK

2856

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2023

Introduced by M of A OIS, BURD CK -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT relating to establishing the flood mtigation and prevention task
force; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. 1. There is hereby established in the departnment of envi-
ronmental conservation a flood nitigation and prevention task force
("task force") to consist of eleven nenbers who shall be appointed as
fol | ows:

(a) the conm ssioner of environmental conservation or his or her
desi gnee;

(b) the conm ssioner of general services or his or her designee;

(c) the conm ssioner of the departnment of transportation or his or her
desi gnee;

(d) the director of the state enmergency managenent office or his or
her desi gnee;

(e) the conmm ssioner of the New York state division of honeland secu-
rity and energency services or his or her designee;

(f) two nenbers to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(g) one nenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate;

(h) one nenber to be appointed by the nminority | eader of the assenbly;

(i) two nenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e.

2. The at-large nmenbers should include individuals who represent
fl ood-prone nmunicipalities and counti es.

3. Task force nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for actual, necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties.
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4. The chairperson of the task force shall be the conmm ssioner of
environnmental conservation or his or her designee. The task force shal
meet no less than four tines at the call of the chairperson

5. Any vacancies on the task force shall be filled in the manner
provided for in the initial appointment.

6. The task force shall be authorized to hold public hearings and
nmeetings to enable it to acconplish its duties.

7. The task force my consult wth any organi zati on, educationa
institution, other government entity or agency or person including, but
not limted to, the arny corps of engineers, in the devel opment of the
report required by subdivision 10 of this section.

8. The departnent of environmental conservation shall provide the task
force with such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the task
force to carry out its powers and duties. Additionally, all other agen-
cies of the state or subdivisions thereof may, at the request of the
chai rperson, provide the task force with such facilities, assistance and
data as will enable the task force to carry out its powers and duti es.

9. The purpose of the flood mtigation/prevention task force shall be
to evaluate ways of protecting New York's comunities and residents from
flooding, including inland flooding, and applying the best available
sci ence and research to exani ne flooding-related issues and i npacts.

10. No | ater than Decenber 31, 2024, the task force shall transmt to
t he governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly a report containing:

(a) an assessnent of the extent and magnitude of the probl em statew de
caused by flooding, including identifying those regions and popul ati ons
nmost affected by fl ooding;

(b) criteria and guidelines for identifying and prioritizing regions
and projects nost in need of nitigation;

(c) identification of existing and energi ng technol ogi es, strategies
and concepts which can nmitigate the inmpact of flooding on populations
and infrastructure;

(d) identification of potential funding sources to support residen-
tial, comrercial and public mtigation efforts;

(e) research projects or studies to better wunderstand how flooding
af fects the geography and the population of this state; and

(f) reconmendations to the governor and the state |egislature on how
the state can best use its resources to assist flood-prone counties and
muni ci palities to prevent or nitigate the effects of flooding.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2025



