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AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the water
safety instruction working group; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by addi ng a new section 805 to
read as foll ows:

8 805. Water safety instruction working group. 1. The conmni SSioner
shall establish a water safety instruction working group to study appro-
priate standards for curriculumon water safety instruction for students
in grades kindergarten through twelve in the state

2. Such working group shall be conposed of not nore than fifteen indi-
vidual s representing interested stakehol ders, including:

a. the comm ssioner or their designee;

b. the conm ssioner of the departnent of health or their designee;

c. the commi ssioner of the division of honeland security and energency
services or their designee

d. individuals who represent not-for-profit water safety organiza-
tions;

e. experts in teaching students on swiming and water safety in
elenmentary school, niddle school. and high school;

f. experts in training first aid, cardiopulnonary resuscitation, and
ot her wat er energency-rel ated responses;

g. school administrators who work at an elenentary school, middle
school ., or high school

h. individuals who represent climte-related energency preparation and
training, specifically for water-related disasters; and
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i. any other stakeholder the conm ssioner deens necessary, including
but not limted to, comunity nmenbers who are underserved and di spropor-
tionately inpacted by the current distribution of swimmng resources in
public schools and who are nost likely to be affected by water-related
di sasters due to climte change

3. Such working group shall neet on a regular basis and shall study
the options and best practices available and nmake recommendations for:

a. the need and appropriateness of swimm ng and water safety instruc-
tion in public schools, with particular consideration of water-rel ated
climate change disasters and proper energency responses and skills of
survi val

b. which agencies or organizations should informthe departnment on the
best standards for curriculumon water safety instruction;

c. the availability of swi mrng pools and other equi pnent needed to
provide water safety instruction in public schools; and

d. the fiscal inplications to school districts if any proposed stand-
ards were inplenented.

4. The working group established pursuant to subdivision one of this
section shall report its findings and reconmendations to the governor,
the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly no
later than twelve nonths after the effective date of this section. Such
report shall be nmade publicly available on the departnent's website.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deemed repealed six nonths after the submi ssion of the report by the
wat er safety instruction working group pursuant to section one of this
act; provided, however, that the conm ssioner of education shall notify
the legislative bill drafting commission upon the occurrence of the
subm ssion of the report by the water safety instruction working group
pursuant to section one of this act in order that the comm ssion nmay
mai ntain an accurate and tinely effective data base of the official text
of the laws of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the
provi sions of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the
public officers | aw.




