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STATE OF NEW YORK

2644

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 26, 2023

Introduced by M of A ANGELINO LEMONDES, M:DONOUGH, MORI NELLO -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
requiring the department of environnental conservation to pronul gate
rules and regulations relating to gas flow neters at natural gas well
sites

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 23-0305 of the environnental conservation law is
anended by addi ng a new subdivision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. Wth respect to natural gas well sites, the departnent shal
pronul gate rules and regul ations that:

a. Require that all gas wells capable of production be equipped wth
an_ electronic flow neter assenbly for the purpose of nonitoring such
production, the flow neter assenbly shall consist of a nmeter tube
containing test ports to be wutilized for neasurenent and testing of
extracted gas, shutoff valves to be utilized for the purpose of shutting
down portions of the system and a flow netering assenbly, wherein the
orifice is capable of being renpved w thout shutting off the system

b. Shall cause to be conpiled a list of third party contractors, from
which the gas conpanies and well operators shall select for this
service, that have been approved by the departnent to provide for the
pur pose of testing and/or calibrating of gas flow neter assenblies.

c. Provide that any owner or operator of a natural gas well site may,
at  such owner's or operator's own cost, engage the services of a third
party contractor fromthe approved |list conpiled pursuant to paragraph b
of this subdivision for the purpose of causing an independent test or
calibration to be conducted upon the gas flow neter or neters connected
to the natural gas well site.

d. Require that orifice neters and piping be installed to conply with
Arerican Gas Association Report No. 3, Orifice Metering of Natural Gas
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and O her Related Hydrocarbon Fluids, Third Edition, Part 2 Specifica-
tion and Installation Requirenents. For purposes of this subdivision,
"orifice neter" neans a flow neasuring device used for calculating the
pressure drop, flow rate and behavior of the gas noving through the
pi pe.

e. Require that testing and calibration of an orifice neter provided
by gas conpanies or well operators shall be conducted on a nonthly basis
during the initial production stages and on a routine basis thereafter,
the frequency of which shall be dependent on the degree of wear of the
orifice and/or flow characteristics of the well and conpliance with AGA
specifications. For purposes of this paragraph "initial production
stage" shall nean the initial three years following installation. The
orifice shall be replaced if the degree of wear of the orifice is great-
er than two percent.

f. Require that copies of all reports and results of the tests
conducted pursuant to paragraph e of this subdivision shall be provided
to the comm ssioner, the conmm ssioner of agriculture and narkets, the
chief inspector or director of the |ocal bureau of weights and neasures
representing the geographic area in which such test was conducted, and
the royalty owners who have an interest in the unit served by the well.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date is authorized to be nmade on or
before such effective date.




