OCO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

2419

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 26, 2023

Introduced by M of A JONES, BUTTENSCHON -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Local CGovernnents

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the establish-
ment of special districts for general anbulance services wthin the
Adi rondack park; and to anmend the executive law, in relation to a
report on volunteer firefighter and anbul ance services staffing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 1 of section 122-b of the
general nunicipal |aw, as amended by chapter 303 of the |aws of 1980, is
anended, paragraphs (e) and (f) are relettered paragraphs (f) and (g9g),
and a new cl osing paragraph is added to read as foll ows:

(d) Establish a special district for the financing and operation of
general anbul ance services as set forth by this section, whereby any
county, «city, town or village, either wholly or partially within the
Adi rondack park, acting individually, or jointly with any other county,
city, town and/or village, either wholly or partially within the Adiron-
dack park, through its governing body or bodies, follow ng applicable
procedures as are required for the establishnent of fire districts in
article eleven of the town law or follow ng applicable procedures as are
required for the establishnent of joint fire districts in article
eleven-A of the town law, with such special district being authorized by
this section to be established in all or any part of any such partic-
ipating county or counties, town or towns, city or cities and/or village
or villages;

(e) Employ any conbination of the nethods authorized in paragraph (a),
(b) [eF]. (c) or (d) of this subdivision;

Any county, city, town or village which establishes or participates in
a joint district pursuant to paragraph (d) of this subdivision shal
di ssolve and abolish any preexisting local district serving the sane
jurisdiction.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 719 to read
as foll ows:

8 719. Report on volunteer firefighter and anbul ance services staff-
ing. 1. On or before the first day of January, two thousand twenty-five,
the conmmissioner, in consultation with the state office of fire
prevention and control, shall prepare and publish a report on the staff-
ing of volunteer firefighter and anbul ance services in New York state.
Such report shall examne and evaluate the challenges and issues
concerning the recruiting and mai ntenance of trained, available staffing
by volunteer fire departnents, districts and conpanies as well as for
vol unt eer anbul ance districts and conpanies. Such report shall specif-
ically exanine and evaluate the challenges and issues that are partic-
ular to rural areas of the state and areas wth geographic challenges
such as nountains, waterways or limted transportation networks.

2. In addition to identifying challenges and issues concerning the
recruiting and mai ntenance of trained, available staffing by volunteer
fire departnents, districts and conpanies as well as for volunteer anbu-
lance districts and conpanies across New York state, as required by
subdi vi sion one of this section, such report shall also nake recommenda-
tions on how to address and renediate the challenges and issues identi-
fied, with such reconmmendations being submtted to the governor, the
tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly., the
chair of the senate standing committee on |ocal governnment and the chair
of the assenbly standing commttee on local governnment at the tinme of
the publishing of the report.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided however that the
anendnments to paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 122-b of the
general rmunicipal |aw made by section one of this act shall survive the
expiration and reversion of such section as provided in section 4 of
part KK of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2022, as anmended.




