OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

10384
May 21, 2024
I ntroduced by COWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A
Bi chotte Hermelyn) -- read once and referred to the Commttee on

People with Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to requiring boards
of visitors provide greater transparency to the public regarding such
boards' activities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions (d), (f) and (j) of section 13.33 of the
mental hygiene |law, as amended by section 4 of part J of chapter 56 of
the | aws of 2012, are anended to read as foll ows:

(d) Each board shall, at the first nmeeting of each cal endar year el ect
one nmenber to serve as president of the board and one nmenber to serve as
secretary; provided however, that no nmenber may serve for nore than two
consecutive years as president. After such election of the president
and secretary, each board shall informthe governor, the speaker of the
assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate of such new president
and secretary.

(f) (1) Each board of visitors shall hold six bi-nmonthly regul ar neet-
ings annual ly, but a greater nunmber of regular neetings may be schedul ed
by the board. Each board of visitors shall establish in their by-laws or
otherwise, in witing and at the first neeting of each cal endar year,
whet her these six neetings shall be held during nonths represented by
odd nunbers or nonths represented by even nunbers. The president of the

board shall notify [the—chai+rrwan—ofthe—comr-ssion—on—gualty—of—care
anrd—advocacy—Ffor—persons—wi-th—di-sabiities] the executive director of
the justice center for the protection of people with special needs and
t he [sLaLe——epe#aL+ens—d++esLe#] commi ssi oner of the determ nation nmade
concerni ng the designated nmonths for the six bi-monthly regular neet-
i ngs. The dates of such neetings shall be posted on the office's
website and shall be made available to the public. The president of the
board, the conm ssioner, [the—di+rector~] or the nenbers as determ ned by
the rules of the board may call special neetings. The board may [+egui+e
the—di+eetor] request the conm ssioner, or such conmm ssioner's designee,
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to submt a report at each neeting. Each board shall keep a record of
its proceedings and activities. A nenber of a board of visitors who has
failed to attend three consecutive bi-nmonthly regul ar neetings shall be
considered to have vacated [his] such nenber's office unless otherwi se
ordered by the governor. The board shall cause notice of any of its
public neetings to be sent to the nmental hygiene | egal service |ocated
in the sane judicial departnment as the state operations office. The
mental hygiene legal service may send a representative to any such
public nmeeting, and may request the board to review patient conplaints
or investigate alleged incidents of abuse or mistreatnent. The board
shall notify the appropriate representative of the mental hygiene |I|ega
service of the board's actions and findings in relation to any such
request. Meeting ninutes, agendas, proceedings, activities, by-laws and
actions by each board shall be posted on the office's website and shal
be made available to the public.

(2) The president of the board of visitors shall notify a menber by
certified or registered nail return receipt requested when such nenber
of the board has failed to attend any two consecutive bi-nonthly regul ar
meetings. This notice shall be sent within ten days follow ng the second
meeting and shall include the dates of the two neetings which were
m ssed, the date of the next bi-nonthly regular neeting, and a statenent
concerning the consequences of failure to attend the next neeting.

(3) Wthin three days after the third consecutive absence at a
bi -nonthly regular neeting by a nmenber, the president of the board of
V|5|tors shaII notlfy, in mwltlng, the governor the conm ssioner, the
[ 6 ea-va omr-ssi-on—on—gualitv of care and -advocac o
n+th—d+eab+#+#+es execut|ve dlrector of the |ust|ce center for t he
protection of people with special needs, the tenporary president of the
senate and the [state—operati-ons—di+ector] speaker of the assenbly of
such absences. The president of the board of visitors shall send a copy
of this notice by registered or certified mail return receipt requested
to the nmenber to whomit pertains. The nmenber may petition the governor
to excuse [B+s] such nenber's absences. If the governor does not excuse
the absences within forty-five days of the date of the third consecutive
meeti ng absence, the office of the menber shall be deened vacat ed.

(j) Once each year, each board shall nake an i ndependent assessnent of
conditions at such facilities and shall submt a report on the assess-
ment and recomendations to the governor, to the comm ssioner, to the
t enporary pre5|dent of the senate “to the speaker of the assenbly and to
the [
Lep——pe#sens—m#th—d#sabLL+t+4Eﬂ executlve dlrector of the |ust|ce center
for the protection of people with special needs.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




