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STATE OF NEW YORK

9004

| N SENATE

May 3, 2022

Introduced by Sen. BRISPORT -- (at request of the Council on Children
and Famlies) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to
be committed to the Cormittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the establish-
ment and powers and duties of the council on children and famlies; to
repeal certain provisions of such law relating thereto; and to repeal
certain provisions of the nental hygiene lawrelating to the chil-
dren's plan

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 483 of the social services |aw, as added by section
2 of part F2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, subdivision 1 as anended
by chapter 672 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 483. Council on children and famlies[+—ehai+]. 1. Purpose. There
shall be a council on children and famlies, hereinafter referred to in
this article as the "council", that shall provide a forumfor pronoting
Cross-system approaches to inprove the effectiveness and efficiency of
service delivery systens for children and youth, consider new or energ-
ing service needs and pronote coordinated and consistent policies to
best nmeet the needs of children and youth and their fanmlies. The coun-
cil established within the office of <children and fanmly services
[ consisting], shall consist of the following nenbers: the [state]
comm ssioner of children and famly services, the comn ssioner of tenpo-
rary and disability assistance, the conm ssioner of mental health, the
comm ssi oner [ef—+the—ofifice] for people with devel opnental disabilities,
the comm ssioner of [ithe—ofiice—of—alcoholHsm—and—substanrce—abuse
serwces]| addiction services and supports, the conmi ssioner of educa-
tion, [thedirector of the office of probationand correctionalaltaerna-
tives] the conmi ssioner of health, the comm ssioner of [the—didsion
ef] crimnal justice services, the |[state—advocatefor—persons—w-ih
éi-sabilities] executive director of the justice center for the
protection of people wth special needs, the director [ef—the—office]
for the aging, the conmm ssioner of |abor, and the [&hair—ef—+the—comrs—

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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] executive [eficer

(CEQ-] director of the devel opmental disabilities planning council
2. Staffing. The governor shall designate the executive director of
the council. The [eha+#—e#—¥he—eeane++q executive director, in consulta-
tion with the comissioner of [the—effice—of] children and fanily

services, shall designate staff [foemithe—-office—of—children—andtamty
seF¥+ees—Le—M9Lk—iH++—4+4n++4+4ﬁﬁ4ﬁ44ﬁ+4*44 to carry out the functions
of the counci

3. Meetings. The counci | [ pey—ecenduet——s—proli-rgs—ane—hy—and——egh
the—echai+—] shall neet as often as deened necessary by the executive
director of the council or the conmissioner or director of a nenber
agency but in no event |ess than annually to perforn1|ts pomers and
duties [ i~ i a5 : AR

§ 2. Sectlon 483-a of the social services |aw, as added by section 2
of part F2 of chapter 62 of the |aws of 2003, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 483-a. Utilization of other agency assistance. To effectuate the
purposes of this article, any departnent, division, board, bureau,
comm ssion or agency of the state or of any political subdivision there-
of shall, at the request of the [ehai+] executive director of the coun-

cil, provide to the council such facilities, assistance and data as wil|
enabl e the council to properly [+8] carry out its powers and duties [anrd
these—ot—thechair].

§ 3. Section 483-b of the social services |aw, as added by section 2

of part F2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as
foll ows:
8 483-b. Powers and duties of council 1. As used in this section, the

terns "care", "services", and "prograns' [———and——seL¥+ees—ppeg#a#&{

shal | nean and include care, nmaintenance, services and progranms provided
to children and youth of the state and their famlies by or under the
jurisdiction of a nenber agency. The term "nenber agency" shall nean an
agency headed by a nenber of the council.

2. The council shall have the follow ng powers:

(a) to identify problens and deficiencies in residential care and
comuni ty- based services and prograns and, on a selective basis, to plan
and nmake reconmendations to the governor for the remedy of such problens
and deficiencies and for the developnent of prograns of care and
services for children and youth and their fanilies;

(b) to nmake recommendations to inprove coordination of program and
fiscal resources of state-local, public-voluntary care and services to
children and youth and their fanllles

(c) to [cocordinate——progran] facilitate interagency cooperation and
coordination of prograns and [+#ehRagesent] research [ef] by nenber agen-
cies for the purpose of nobnitoring, evaluating or redirecting existing
care [and], services and prograns or developing new services and
prograns, and to conduct, sponsor, or direct menber agencies to under-
take such research or other activities;

(d) to review and resolve differences, if any, concerning rules and
regul ati ons of each nenber agency insofar as such rules and regulations
i npact on care, services or prograns provided by other nenber agenci es;

(e) to promul gate, amend and rescind rules and regulations relating to
the administration and performance of the powers and duties of the coun-
cil pursuant to this article;
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(f) to review [sighificant] existing state and locally operated and
supported [eare—and] services[+] and prograns and plans and proposals

for new services and prograns for children and youth and their fanilies
to determ ne whether such services and prograns are planned, created and

delivered in a coordinated, effective and conprehensi ve manner;

(g) to perform all other things necessary [ard—corvenient] to carry
out the functions, powers and duties of the council and to effectuate
t he purposes of this article; and

(h) to accept and expend any grants, awards, or other funds or appro-
priations as may be available to the council to effectuate the purposes
of this article, subject to the approval of the director of the budget

4-] (a) The council shall nmeet on a regular basis to inplenent the
purposes of this article and to discuss and resol ve di sputes, including
but not limted to disputes between nenber agencies, relating to their
functions, powers and duties over the provision of services to partic-
ular children and youth and their famlies or to categories of children
[eF—eh+Ld—and—¥an+¥y—p#eb¥ens] and youth when all the internal statutory
and adninistrative grievance or appeal procedures applicable to a nenber
agency have falled to finally resolve such dlspute [ Fae—councit—shalt-

(b) The council shall direct nenber agencies to provide an eval uati on,
including a diagnostic study, of a particular child or youth and his or
her famly when there is a dispute as to the appropriate agency or
program in which the child or youth should be placed or from which the
child or youth and his or her famly should receive services, and,
following such study, the council shall order placenent of a child or
youth with a nmenber agency, or with a social services official, or order
a nmenber agency to provide or require the provision of services to the
child or vyouth and his or her family in a manner consistent with the

| egal authority of the menber agency or social services official, as
appl i cabl e.
(c) The council shall direct nenber agencies to take appropriate

direct action or to exercise their supervisory powers over local offi-
cials and agencies, in the resolution of such disputes.

(d) The duty of the council to resolve disputes involving particular
children or youth may be performed on a selective basis wthin the
discretion of the council. Exercise of jurisdiction over such disputes
by the council or appeals to the council therefor shall not be required
as a condition precedent to the initiation of a proceeding pursuant to
article seventy-eight of the civil practice | aw and rul es.

(e) A dispute relative to which nenber agency shall have the responsi-
bility for determining and reconmending adult services pursuant to
sections 7.37 and 13.37 of the nmental hygiene | aw, section three hundred
ni nety-ei ght-c of [the—social—services—taw this chapter, or subdivision
ten of section forty-four hundred three of the education |aw shall be
resolved in accordance with this subdivision.

[5-] 4. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of state law to the
contrary, the council may request any nmenber agency to subnit to the
council and such nenber agency shall submit, to the extent pernmitted by
federal law, all information in the formand manner and at such tinmes as
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the council may require that it is appropriate to the purposes and oper-
ation of the council.

(b) The council shall protect the confidentiality of individual iden-
tifying information submitted to or provided by the council, and prevent
access thereto, by, or the distribution thereof to, persons not author-
i zed by | aw

8 4. Section 483-c of the social services |aw is REPEALED and a new
section 483-c is added to read as foll ows:

8 483-c. Council committees. 1. The council shall have two standing
conmttees: (a) a cross-systens comrittee for children and youth with
conpl ex needs; and (b) an early care and education comrmittee. In accord-
ance with the purposes of this article, other conmittees may be forned
by the executive director of the council or the request of the governor
or a comm ssioner or director of a nenber agency.

2. There shall be a cross-systens commttee for children and youth
with conplex needs to support the establishnent of a coordinated system
of care for children and youth and their fanmlies who require assistance
frommultiple systens and to facilitate coordinati on anong nenber agen-
cies to better serve such children and youth and their famlies.

(a) Such committee shall neet as often as deened necessary by the
executive director of the council or a conmissioner or director of a
nenber agency and shall be conprised of conmissioners and directors or
their designees fromthe follow ng nmenber agencies: the office of chil-
dren and family services, the office of nental health, the office for
people with devel opnental disabilities, the departnment of health, the
office of addiction services and supports, the devel opnental disabili -
ties planning council, and the education departnent.

(b) Such conmittee shall provide for the effective collaboration anong
state and local health, nental health, developnental disabilities,
education., child welfare, juvenile justice, and other human services
governnental entities and stakeholders by coordinating cross-systens
pr of essi onal devel opnent training, recommending the use of funding nech-
anisne to nore flexibly support the unique needs of children and youth
and their fanmilies requiring services fromnultiple systens, and other
approaches to pronpting interagency cooperation to best support the
needs of children and youth and their famlies.

(c) Such conmttee shall provide an annual progress report, by Apri
thirtieth of each vyear, which shall include an update on children and
youth placed in residential prograns and schools outside of New York
state and other commttee activities.

3. There shall be an early care and education conmmittee to support the
alignnent of prograns and services for young children and their fanilies
to pronote healthy devel opnment and school readi ness.

(a) Such committee shall neet as often as deened necessary by the
executive director of the council or the conmmi ssioner or director of a
nenber agency and shall be conprised of conmissioners and directors or
their designees fromthe follow ng nmenber agencies: the office of chil-
dren and famly services, the education departnent, the departnent of
health, the office of tenporary and disability assistance, the office of
nental health, and the office for people with devel opnental disabili -
ties. The conmittee shall be inforned by the work and recomendati ons of
the early childhood advisory council established pursuant to section
four hundred eighty-three-g of this article.

(b) Committee nenbers, to the extent practicable, shall notify the
executive director of the council when proposing new policies, rules, or
regulations that may inpact other conmttee nenber agencies. The execu-
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tive director of the council shall distribute such proposed policies,
rules, or regulations for review by commttee nmenbers to solicit feed-
back, within governing tine periods, on the possible cross-systemalign-
ment of such proposals.

(c) Such comrittee shall provide an annual progress report by My
thirtieth of each year.

8§ 5. Sections 483-d, 483-e and 483-f of the social services law are
REPEALED.

§ 6. Section 7.43 of the nental hygiene |aw is REPEALED

§ 7. Subdivisions 2 and 6 of section 483-g of the social services |aw,
as anmended by chapter 14 of the |aws of 2017, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. The governor shall also designate the two chairpersons to the early
chi | dhood advi sory council one of whom shall be the executive director
of the council or his or her designee.

6. The executive director of the council, on behalf of the early
chil dhood advi sory council shall subnmit a statewide strategic report
addressing the activities described in subdivision three of this section
to the director of the head start collaboration office, the governor,
the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate.
After subnmission of a statewide strategic report, the early chil dhood
advi sory council shall neet periodically to review any inplenentation of
the recomrendations in such report and any changes in state and |oca
needs.

8 8. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




