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STATE OF NEW YORK

8841--A

| N SENATE

April 22, 2022

I ntroduced by Sens. COONEY, BROUK -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be committed to the Cormittee on Elections -- commt-
tee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recom
mtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to recounts of ballots
conducted by the board of elections or a bipartisan comrittee
appoi nted by the board

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 9-208 of the election law, as
added by section 1 of part JJ of chapter 55 of the laws of 2020, is
amended to read as foll ows:

4. (a) The board of elections or a bipartisan conmmittee appointed by
the board shall conduct a full rmanual recount of all ballots for a
particul ar contest:

i. Wiere the margin of victory is [+werty] ten votes or less; or

ii. Wiere the margin of victory is [6-5% 0.25% or |ess; or

iii. In a contest where one nillion or nore ballots have been cast and
the margin of victory is less than 5,000 votes.

(b) The board of elections or a bipartisan committee appointed by the
board shall conduct a full recount, manually or via the use of any auto-
mated tool authorized for such a use by the board of elections, which is
i ndependent fromthe voting systemit is being used to recount, of al
ballots for a particular contest where the margin of victory is less
than or equal to 0.5%but greater than 0.25%

(c) For the purposes of this section, the termmargin of victory shal
mean the nmargin between all votes cast in the entire contest follow ng
t he recanvass of votes.

[e] (d) Where the contest involves portions of two or nore counties,
the margin of victory shall be determned by the state board of
el ections based on the npst recent recanvass results for the contest
subm tted by the boards of elections of the counties involved.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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[£3-] (e) The result of the [#enual] recount of ballots shall super-
sede the returns filed by the inspectors of election of the election
district in which the canvass was initially nade.

(f) Any candidate who is deened to be losing a contest by the margins
set forth in this subdivision shall, prior to any recount being
conducted, have the ability to reject a recount and concede victory of
such contest.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




