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STATE OF NEW YORK

8807

| N SENATE

April 19, 2022

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an amendrment to section 1 of article 14 of the constitution in
relation to the exchange of lands in the state forest preserve

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That section 1 of arti-
cle 14 of the constitution be amended by addi ng a new cl osi ng paragraph
to read as foll ows:

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing provisions, to increase the acreage of
forest preserve land located on Cathead Mountain in the southern Adiron-
dacks, to enhance public recreational opportunities by reopening to the
public a historic fire tower |located on the summt of such nountain and
providing public access to such tower, to provide for the conservation
of private land |ocated on such nountain, and to resolve |ongstanding
public health and safety concerns in the southern Adirondacks by
addressing the need for reliable energency communi cation equi pnent on
the summit of such nountain, a land exchange is authorized between the
state, the Hatchbrook Sportsnmen Club, Inc., the Thomas Gang. Inc., and
the county of Hanilton whereby the Hatchbrook Sportsnen Cub, Inc. may
convey to the state for incorporation into the forest preserve lLots 122,
165, and 172 Benson Tract, town of Benson, county of Hamilton, totaling
approxi mately four hundred eighty acres of true forest land, may convey
to the state an easenent for hiking trails across Lots 122, 165 and 166
of such tract to provide public access to the fire tower located on the
sunmt of such npuntain, nmay convey to the state a conservati on easenent
and a right of first refusal over Lot 166 of such tract, nmay convey
easenents over Lot 166 of such tract to the county of Hanmilton and the
state for the construction and nmaintenance of a tower for energency
comuni cations equipnent in Lot 166 of such tract, and nmay convey to the
county of Hanilton and the state an easenent over Lot 166 of such tract
for a utility line to bring power to such tower and equi pnent and a road
for notorized access to such tower and equi pnent, and the Thonas Gang,
Inc. nmay convey to the state an easenent for a hiking trail across Lot
113 of such tract to provide public access to the fire tower |ocated on
the sunmit of such nountain, nmay convey to the state a conservation

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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easenment and right of first refusal over Lot 167 of such tract, nay
convey to the state a conservation easenent over fifty-eight acres of
Lot 113 of such tract, and may convey to the county of Hamilton and the
state an easenent over lLots 113 and 167 of such tract for road access to
such tower and equipnent and for a utility line to bring power to such
tower and equipnent. The county of Hamilton may convey to the state for
incorporation into the forest preserve a total of not less than one
hundred acres of lands suitable for inclusion in the forest preserve
subject to legislative approval. Upon the conpletion of each of the
af orenenti oned conveyances and in exchange therefor, the state shal
convey to the Thomas Gang, Inc. approximately forty-six acres of |and
in Lot 120 of such tract on Cathead Muntain and adjoining the rea
property of such club, provided further that the state shall retain from
such conveyance an easenent for utilities and adnmnistrative notor vehi -
cle access to the energency conmunications equipnent |ocated on the
summ t of such npbuntain, a conservation easenent restricting devel op-
ment over such land, and a right of first refusal over such |and
provided that the state conveyance authorized by this anendnent nust be
concluded no later than January 1, 2028.

8 2. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoi ng anendnment
be referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeedi ng general election of menbers of the Assenbly, and, in
conformity wth section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the tine of such el ection.




