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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, MYRIE -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to provision of interpret-
ers at poll sites in certain cities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 8-110
to read as foll ows:

8 8-110. Board of elections, in consultation with the executive office
of any city with a population of one mllion or nore; provision of
interpreters. 1. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary,
any board of elections in a city with a population of one nmillion or
nore shall, at a mninum provide interpreters for all |anguages that
are designated city-wi de | anguages pursuant to section 23-1101 of the
adnmi nistrative code of the city of New York or other applicable statute
at all poll sites that contain an election district with at least fifty
voting age residents whose limted English proficiency |anguage is a
designated city-wi de | anguage. The voting districts with at least fifty
voting age residents with limted English proficiency shall be nade by
the board of elections based upon the nost recent United States census
data or American conmunity survey data, whichever is nore recent, and
begi nning on January first, two thousand twenty-four, such data shall be
reviewed every two vears. Unless an election district has at least fifty
voting age residents with limted English proficiency who speak a
specific city-wide |anguage, an interpreter for such city-w de | anguage
shall not be required for any poll site in such election district.

2. Al interpreters provided by a board of elections pursuant to
subdivision one of this section shall be nade available to the public
inside the poll site. Any interpreter who engages in any activity in
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violation of subdivision one of section 8-104 of this article shall be
inmediately relieved of his or her duties as an interpreter.

3. Nothing in this section shall restrict or prohibit a board of
elections from providing interpreters for |languages that are not
required pursuant to this section.

4. The state board of elections shall promulgate rules and requl ations
that include establishing standards for the nunber of interpreters that
wll be required at each poll site based upon the nunber of voting age
residents in an election district with linmited English proficiency that
speak a specific | anguage.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




