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STATE OF NEW YORK

7600

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Decenber 15, 2021

Introduced by Sen. RATH -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to prohibiting cyberbul-
I ying

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that:

a. Bullying is a |ong-standi ng probl em anong school -aged children in
New York state and throughout the nation. Wth increasing accessibility
to el ectronic neans of conmmunication, bullying has transformed from a
predom nantly school -based i ssue to a broader societal problem

b. Researchers have denonstrated that bullying has |ong-term conse-
quences. Further, bullying goes beyond the classroomto bullying on the
job, on athletic teans, on college canpuses and the internet.

c. Experts researching bullying have suggested that one tool for
schools to use in conbatting bullying is to nmaintain and enforce
consistent policies against bullying and harassnent, including cyber-
bul lyi ng. Such enforcenent is not always possible if bullying occurs
away from school or by a non-student.

d. Perpetrators of cyberbullying are often nore extrene in the threats
and taunts they inflict on their victins, as they do not actually see
their victims enotional reaction to the abuse and believe that they are
anonynmous. Victinms of cyberbullying suffer very real and serious harm as
a result of these incidents, often showi ng signs of depression, anxiety,
soci al isolation, nervousness when interacting with technology, |ow
sel f-esteem and declining school perfornmance. In sone cases, victins
attenpt or commit suicide in part because of the cyberbullying they've
endur ed.

e. FEnactnment of this act 1is necessary and appropriate to further
ensure that New York state's public schools are safe and free from
cyber bul I yi ng.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 12-a to read
as foll ows:

8 12-a. Cyberbullying. 1. As used in this section, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

a. Mnor shall nean any natural person or individual under the age of
ei ght een.

b. Person shall nean any natural person or individual

2. Any person who know ngly engages in a repeated course of cyberbul -
lving of a minor shall be quilty of an unclassified ni sdemeanor puni sha-
ble by a fine of not nore than one thousand dollars, or by a period of
inprisonnent not to exceed one year, or by both such fine and inprison-
nent .

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




