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STATE OF NEW YORK

7430

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Cct ober 12, 2021

Introduced by Sens. GOUNARDES, MAY, RYAN -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing that it
is an unlawful discrimnatory practice to deny a refugee resettl enent
in certain instances

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |legislature hereby finds and
declares all of the foll ow ng:

a. Under federal law, a refugee is a person who is forced to flee
their country of origin due to persecution, or a well-founded fear of
persecution, based upon their religion, nationality, menbership in a
particul ar social group, or political opinion;

b. At the end of 2020, there were 82.4 nmillion forcibly displaced
people in the world, 25.9 million of which were refugees. This is double
the recorded nunber in 2010, and the highest it has ever been;

c. Recogni zing the inportance of refugee resettlement, the United
States created the Refugee Act of 1980;

d. Since 1980, the United States Refugee Resettlenent program has
saved nore than 3.6 mllion refugees, and resettled them across the
country;

e. New York was one of the top four states in the country resettling
the nost refugees in 2020;

f. On Septenmber 19, 2016, the United Nations General Assenbly unan-
imusly adopted the New York Declaration for Refugees and M grants,
which reaffirnms the inportance of the international refugee reginme and
contains a wde range of comitnents to strengthen and enhance mech-
anisns to protect these individuals;

g. Research fromreputable sources including the Fiscal Policy Insti-
tute, Urban Institute, Pew Research Center, and New Ameri can Econony
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find a positive econonm ¢ and social inmpact of refugees across New York
St at e;

h. Governor Kathy Hochul reaffirmed New York State's commtnent to
hel pi ng refugees on August 19, 2021 by wel com ng those fl eei ng Af ghanis-
t an;

i. The Statue of Liberty, a national nonunment and icon of freedom that
has been wel coming inmmigrants fromacross the world to New York State
since 1886, states, "G ve ne your tired, your poor, your huddl ed masses
yearning to breathe free, the wetched refuse of your teem ng shore.
Send these, the honel ess, tenpest-tossed to ne, | lift my lanp beside
t he gol den door!"

8§ 2. The -executive lawis amended by adding a new section 296-e to
read as foll ows:

§ 296-e. Unlawful discrimnatory practices relating to refugees. It
shall be an unlawful discrimnatory practice for the state, or any agen-
cy or bureau thereof, or for any other entity to deny a refugee
resettl ement anywhere within the state based on any criterion, nethod of
admi nistration, or practice that has the purpose or effect of discrim-
nating on the basis of age, race, creed, color, national origin, reli-
gion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression,
mlitary status, fanmilial status, predisposing genetic characteristics,
disability, marital status, or status as a victimof donestic violence.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




