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AN ACT to anend the general city law, the general nmunicipal law, the
public authorities law, the real property law, the town |aw and the
village law, in relation to replacing all instances of the words coun-
cil man or councilmen with the words council menber or council nenbers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the general city law, as anended by chapter
946 of the |laws of 1964, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 3. Menbers of common council; appointnents to other <city offices.
No menber of the common council of any city shall, during the period for
which [he—was] they were elected, be capable of holding under the
appoi ntment or el ection of the comon council any office the enolunents
of which are paid fromthe city treasury, or paid by fees or conpen-
sation directed to be paid by any act or ordinance of the comobn coun-
cil, but this section shall not affect the right to any fees or envol u-
ments belonging to any office, provided, however, that in any city
having a city nanager or council-manager form of government in which a
mayor and vi ce-mayor nmay be el ected or appointed fromthe nenbership of
its council, such mayor and vice-mayor may, in addition to the enol u-
ments received as [ eeuneitan] council nenber, receive conpensation for
their services fromthe city treasury as mayor and vice-mayor. An offi-
cer of any city who violates any provision of this section shall be
guilty of a msdeneanor and on conviction thereof [his] their office
shal | be vacant.

8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 88-a of the general nunicipal law, as
separately anended by chapters 166 and 603 of the |aws of 1979, is
anended to read as foll ows:

2. In cities such board shall consist of the mayor, corporation coun-
sel and such [eeuneitwen] council nmenbers as nmay be designated by the
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council and in counties such board shall consist of the [ehai+ran] chair
of the board of supervisors and such menbers thereof as shall be chosen
by the board. In towns such board shall consist of the town supervisor
and such nmenbers as the town council shall designate. In villages such
board shall consist of the mayor and nenbers designated by the board of
trustees. In school districts, such board shall consist of the president
of the board of education and such nenbers thereof as shall be chosen by
the board of education. In boards of cooperative educational services,
such board shall consist of the president of the board of cooperative
educational services and such nenbers thereof as shall be chosen by the
board of cooperative educational services.

8§ 3. Section 572 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
805 of the |aws of 1964, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 572. Binghamton urban renewal agency. A municipal urban renewal
agency, to be known as the Bi nghamton urban renewal agency, is hereby
established for the acconplishnment of any or all of the purposes speci-
fied in articles fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter and in accordance
with article eighteen of the constitution of the state of New York. It
shall constitute a body corporate and politic, be perpetual in duration
and consi st of seven nenbers including the nayor, the conptroller, the
corporation counsel, city engineer, conm ssioner of public works and two
nmenbers of the council of the city of Binghanton, provided however, that
not nore than one of such [eewnreitwen] council nenbers shall be of the
sanme political party. It shall have the powers and duties now or here-
after conferred by article fifteen-A of this chapter upon mnunici pal
renewal agencies. It shall be organized in the manner prescribed by and
be subject to the provisions of article fifteen-A of this chapter and
the agency, its nmenbers, officers and enpl oyees and its operations and
activities shall in all respects be governed by the provisions of such
article.

8 4. Section 581 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter 196
of the laws of 1969, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 581. Rochester urban renewal agency. A mnunicipal urban renewal agen-
cy, to be known as the Rochester urban renewal agency, is hereby estab-
lished for the acconplishnent of any or all of the purposes specified in
articles fifteen and [#Hiteen—a] fifteen-A of this chapter and in
accordance with article eighteen of the constitution of the state of New
York. It shall constitute a body corporate and politic, be perpetual in
duration and consist of the nine [eeunreitsen] council nenbers of the
city of Rochester, including the mayor who shall be |[&hairman] chair
It shall have the powers and duties now or hereafter conferred by arti-
cle [Hiteen—a] fifteen-A of this chapter upon nunicipal urban renewal
agencies. It shall be organized in the manner prescribed by and be
subject to the provisions of article [Hiteen—a] fifteen-A of this chap-
ter and the agency, its nenbers, officers and enployees and its oper-
ations and activities shall in all respects be governed by the
provi sions of such article.

§ 5. Section 593 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
351 of the laws of 1965, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 593. N agara Falls urban renewal agency. A municipal urban renewal
agency, to be known as the Niagara Falls urban renewal agency, is hereby
establ i shed for the acconplishment of any or all of the purposes speci-
fied in articles fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter and in accordance
with article eighteen of the constitution of the state of New York. It
shal|l constitute a body corporate and politic, shall be perpetual in
duration, and shall consist of the mayor and all of the [ecouvhrecitmen]
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council nenbers of the city of Niagara Falls, together with four nenbers
to be appointed by the mayor with the concurring approval of the city

council. It shall have the powers and duties now or hereafter conferred
by article fifteen-A of this chapter upon municipal renewal agencies. It
shall be organized in the manner prescribed by and be subject to the
provisions of article fifteen-A of this chapter and the agency, its
menbers, officers and enployees and of its operations and activities
shall in all respects be governed by the provisions of such article.

8 6. Section 616 of the general municipal |aw, as added by chapter 433
of the laws of 1965, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 616. Utica urban renewal agency. An urban renewal agency, to be
known as the Utica urban renewal agency, is hereby established for the

acconplishnment of any or all of the purposes specified in articles
fifteen and fifteen-A of +the chapter and in accordance with article
ei ghteen of the constitution of the state of New York. It shall consti-

tute a body, corporate and politic, be perpetual in duration and consi st
of seven nmenbers, including the mayor, who shall be [e&hai+wan] chair
the city engineer, the [ehai+rrman] chair of the city planning board, al

of whose ternms shall expire wth the termof the mayor, two citizen
el ectors, appointed by and to serve at the pleasure of the mayor and two
menbers of the comon council, appointed by the council, who shall not

be of the sane political party and each of whom shall serve until the
expiration of [his] their termof office as [eeuRreitmar] council nenber.
The treasurer of the agency shall be the conptroller who shall not be a
menber of the agency. It shall have the powers and duties now or here-
after covered by article fifteen-A of this chapter wupon rmunicipal
renewal agencies. It shall be organized in the manner prescribed by and
be subject to the provisions of article fifteen-A of this chapter and
the agency, its nmenbers, officers and enpl oyees and its operations and
activities shall in all respects be covered by the provisions of such
article.

8 7. Section 629 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter 56
of the laws of 1966, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 629. Elmra urban renewal agency. An urban renewal agency, to be
known as the Elmra urban renewal agency, is hereby established for the
acconmplishnment of any or all of the purposes specified in articles
fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter and in accordance wth article
eighteen of the constitution of the state of New York. It shall consti-
tute a body corporate and politic, be perpetual in duration and consist
of the mayor, the six [eeuneitmen] council nenbers and the city nanager
in an ex-officio capacity. It shall have the powers and duties now or
hereafter conferred by article fifteen-A of this chapter upon municipa
renewal agencies. It shall be organized in the manner prescribed by and
subject to the provisions of article fifteen-A of this chapter and the
agency, its nmenbers, officers and enployees and its operations and
activities shall in all respects be covered by the provisions of such
article.

§ 8. Section 654 of the general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter
573 of the laws of 1977, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 654. Huntington comunity devel opnment agency. A community devel op-
ment agency, to be known as the Huntington comunity devel opnent agency,
is hereby established for the acconplishnent of any or all of the
pur poses specified in articles fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter and
in accordance with article eighteen of the constitution of the state of
New York. It shall constitute a body corporate and politic, be perpetua
in duration and consist of five nmenbers, including the supervisor, who
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shall be its [&hai+man] chair, and the four town [eeunretHeR] counci
nenbers, or their respective successors in office. It shall have the
powers and duties now or hereafter conferred by article fifteen-A of
this chapter wupon municipal renewal agencies. It shall be organized in
the manner prescribed by and be subject to the provisions of article
fifteen-A of this chapter and the agency, its nmenbers, officers and
enpl oyees and its operations and activities shall in all respects be
governed by the provisions of such article.

8 9. Section 680-c of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter
480 of the laws of 1982, is amended to read as follows:

8 680-c. Town of Riverhead comunity devel opment agency. For the bene-
fit of the town of Riverhead and the inhabitants thereof, a comunity
devel opnent agency, to be known as the TOM OF Rl VERHEAD COMMUNI TY
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, is hereby established for the acconplishnent of any

or all of the purposes specified in articles fifteen and fifteen-A of
this chapter. It shall constitute a body corporate and politic, and be
perpetual in duration. It shall have the powers and duties now or here-

after conferred by articles fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter upon
community devel opment agencies and provided that the exercise of the
powers by such agency with respect to the acquisition of real property
whet her by purchase, condemnation or otherw se, shall be limted to the
corporate limts of the town of Riverhead, and such agency shall take
into consideration the local zoning and planning regulations as well as
the regional and | ocal conprehensive |and use plans. It shall be organ-
ized in a manner prescribed by and be subject to the provisions of arti-
cles fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter. Its nmenbers shall consist of
the supervisor of the town of R verhead, who shall be its [&hai+rman]
chair and the four [eeureitsen] council nenbers of the town of River-
head. The agency, its nmenbers, officers and enpl oyees and its operations
and activities shall in all respects be governed by the provisions of
articles fifteen and fifteen-A of this chapter.

§ 10. Subdivision 1 of section 1120-c of the public authorities |aw,
as anmended by chapter 564 of the laws of 1999, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. A public corporation to be known as the Cifton Park water authori-
ty, is hereby created for the public purposes and charged with the
duties and having the powers provided in this title. The authority shal
be a body corporate and politic constituting a public benefit corpo-
ration, the objects of which in the judgnent of the |egislature cannot
be attained under general Ilaws. The authority shall be governed by a
board of five menbers, who shall be residents of the town of difton
Park and be appointed by the difton Park town board. The first nenbers
shal |l be appointed for the following terns of office: the two nost
junior [ eeuheitArA—or——couRciworen] council nenbers on the town board
shal | each appoint one nenber for a term ending on Decenber thirty-first
of the third year following the year in which this title shall have
become law, the other two [eceunrecitren—er—couneciworen] council nenbers
on the town board shall each appoint one nenber for a term ending on
Decenber thirty-first of the fourth year follow ng the year in which
this title shall have becone [aw, and the town supervisor shall appoint
a nenber for a termending on Decenber thirty-first of the fifth year
following the year in which this title shall have becone law. No el ected
officials shall be nmenbers of the water authority. Subsequent appoint-
ments of menbers shall be nade by a vote of the mapjority of the menbers
of the town board for a termof five years ending in each case on Decem
ber thirty-first of the last year of such term Al nenbers shal
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continue to hold office until their successors are appointed and quali -
fy. In no event shall nore than three nenbers belong to the same poli-
tical party. Vacancies shall be filled in the manner provided for subse-
gquent appoi nt nents. Vacanci es, occurring otherwi se than by expiration of
term of office, shall be filled for the unexpired terns. Menbers may be
renoved fromoffice for the sane reasons and in the same manner as nmay
be provided by law for the renoval of officers of the town. They shal
receive no reinbursenent for the ordinary expenses of attending neet-
ings, but nmay by resolution of the authority be allowed their expenses
of a special or extraordinary nature.

8 11. Subdivision 3 of section 298 of the real property law, as
anended by chapter 978 of the laws of 1957, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Before a justice of the peace, town [eewneitwan] council nenber,
village police justice or a judge of any court of inferior local juris-
diction, anywhere within the county containing the town, village or city
in which [he—s] they are authorized to performofficial duties.

8§ 12. Subdivision 1 of section 310 of the real property law, as
anended by chapter 978 of the laws of 1957, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Wien a certificate of acknow edgnent or proof is made, within this
state, by a conmmissioner of deeds, a justice of the peace, town [eeuh—
eman] council nenber, village police justice, or a judge of any court
of inferior Jlocal jurisdiction, such certificate does not entitle the
conveyance so acknow edged or proved to be read in evidence or recorded
in any county of this state except a county in which the officer making
such certificate is authorized to act at the time of making the sane,
unless such certificate is authenticated by a certificate of the clerk
of such county; provided, however, that all certificates of [ackrow—
ledgrent] acknow edgnent or proof, nmade by a comm ssioner of deeds of
the city of New York residing in any part therein, shall be authenticat-
ed by the clerk of any county within said city, in whose office such
conm ssi oner of deeds shall have filed a certificate under the hand and
seal of the city clerk of said city, showi ng the appoi ntnment and term of
of fice of such comm ssioner; and no other certificates shall be required
fromany other officer to entitle such conveyance to be read in evidence
or recorded in any county of this state.

8§ 13. Subparagraphs 1, 2 and 3 of paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 and
subdivision 6 of section 11 of the town [aw, as anmended by chapter 738
of the laws of 1960, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) I'n a town which has two justices of the peace and two town [ecouh—
emen] council nenbers and the termof one of such justices of the
peace and one of such town [eeureitmen] council nenbers expires on
Decenber thirty-first follow ng such election, one justice of the peace
for a termof four years, two town [eeuhreitren] council nenbers for
terms of four years each, and one town [eewnecitwanr] council nenber for a
termof two years;

(2) In a town which has two justices of the peace and two town [ecoun—
een] council nenbers and the termof office of both such justices of
the peace expires on Decenber thirty-first followi ng such election, two
justices of the peace for terms of four years each, and two town [ecoeuhr—
emen] council nenbers for terns of four years each;

(3) In atow which has two justices of the peace and two town [eceuh—
een] council nenbers and the term of office of both such town [eceun—
emen] council nenbers expires on Decenber thirty-first follow ng such
el ection, tw town [eeunreitwen] council nenbers for terms of four years
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each, and two town [eeuhreitwen] council nenbers for terns of two years
each.

6. Town board. On and after the effective date of the change of clas-
sification of such town, the supervisor and the town [esunreitmer] coun-
cil nenbers shall constitute the town board thereof. Such town board
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties of a town
board of a town of the first class.

8 14. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 and subdivision 8 of section 12
of the town |aw, paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 as amended by chapter
185 of the laws of 1957 and subdivision 8 as added by chapter 85 of the
| aws of 1942, are anended to read as foll ows:

(b) In addition to the officers specified in the preceding paragraph

there shall also be elected at such biennial town election in a town
whi ch has four or nore justices of the peace but no town [eeuhreitran]
council nenmber on the first day of July imediately precedi ng such

el ection: one justice of the peace for a termof four years, two town
[ souneitmen] council nenbers for terns of four years each, and two town
[ sounreitmen] council nenbers for terns of two years each

Any such town which on the first day of July preceding said biennial
town election has three justices of the peace and one town [eceurecitHan]
counci|l nenber, shall elect at said biennial town election one justice
of the peace for a termof four years, two town [eeuhreitren] council
menbers for ternms of four years each and one town [eeureit+anr] counci
nenber for a termof two years, in addition to the officers specified in
paragraph (a) of this subdivision.

Any such town which on the first day of July precedi ng said biennial
town el ection has two justices of the peace and two town [eceureitren]
council nenbers and the term of one of such justices of the peace and of
one of such town [eeunreitwenr] council nenbers expires on Decenber thir-
ty-first followi ng such election, shall elect at such election one
justice of the peace for a termof four years, two town [eeurcither]
counci |l nenbers for terms of four years each and one town [ecouneitran]
council nmenber for a term of two years, in addition to the officers
specified in paragraph (a) of this subdivision.

Any such town which on the first day of July preceding said biennial
town election has two justices of the peace and two town [eceureitHen]|
council nenbers and the termof office of both such justices of the
peace expires on Decenber thirty-first follow ng such el ection, shal
el ect at such election two justices of the peace for terns of four years
each and two town [esunreitrmen] council nenbers for terns of four years
each, in addition to the officers specified in paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi si on

Any such town which on the first day of July preceding said biennial
town election has two justices of the peace and two town [eceureitHen]
council nenbers and the termof office of both such town [eceureitner]
counci | nenber s expires on Decenber thirty-first following such
el ection, shall elect at such election two town [eeuneitren] counci
nenbers for terms of four years each and two town [couheitmen] counC|
nenbers for ternms of two years each, in addition to the officers speci
fied in paragraph (a) of this subdivision.

8. Town board. On and after the effective date of the change of clas-
sification of such town, the supervisor and the town [eeunreitwenr] coun-
cil nenbers shall constitute the town board thereof. Such town board
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties of a town
board of a town of the first class.
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8§ 15. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 1, and subdivisions 5 and
5-a of section 20 of the town |aw, paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 as
anended by chapter 688 of the |Iaws of 2002, paragraph (c) of subdivision
1 as added by chapter 558 of the |aws of 1963, subdivision 5 as added by
chapter 751 of the laws of 1933 and subdivision 5-a as added by chapter
703 of the laws of 1972, are amended to read as fol | ows:

(b) Except as otherw se provided by law, every town of the second
class shall have a supervisor, two justices of the peace, two town
[ souneitmen] council nenbers, a town clerk, a town superintendent of
hi ghways, three assessors, a collector, and, if there be no town police
departnent, as nany constables as the town board may deternine neces-
sary. In any such town in which a town police departnent has been estab-
lished pursuant to law, the town board may appoint not nore than four
civil officers who shall possess all the powers and duties of constables
in civil actions and proceedi ngs only, except that the town board of the
town of Southold, county of Suffolk, may appoint four additional consta-
bl es, who shall possess all the powers and duties of constables in civil
and crimnal actions and proceedings, solely for the benefit of Fishers
Island located in such town; provided, however, that nothing in this
par agraph shall be deermed to authorize such constables to carry, repair
or dispose of a firearmunless the appropriate |icense therefore has

been i ssued pursuant to section 400.00 of the penal law, and shall be
paid no salary by the town board but shall be entitled to collect the
statutory fees allowed by law in such civil actions and proceedings.

Every town of the second class may have in addition such other enpl oyees
as the town board may determ ne necessary for the proper conduct of the
affairs of the town. The supervisor, justices of the peace, town [eouh—
emen] council nenbers, town clerk, town superintendent of highways,
assessors and collector in every such town shall be elected. Al other
town officers and enployees in such a town shall be appointed by the
town board, except as otherw se provided by |law. Provided, however, that
in a town having less than three hundred inhabitants according to the
| atest federal census and having a taxable property valuation of |ess
than one hundred thousand dollars according to the |atest assessnent

roll, there shall be elected one justice of the peace for a term of four
years and one assessor for a termof two years, but no town [eceureitran]
council nenmber. Successors to such officers shall be elected for |like

ternms at the biennial town election prior to the expiration of their
terns of office. The clerk of the court of a town shall be enployed and
di scharged from enpl oynent only upon the advice and consent of the town
justice or justices.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or the provisions
of any other general or special law, in the towmn of Snmthtown in the
county of Suffolk, a proposition calling for the abolition of the office
of justice of the peace within such town, as authorized by chapter two
hundred seventy-eight of the |aws of nineteen hundred fifty-eight, as
amended by chapter eight hundred el even of the |aws of nineteen hundred
sixty-two, constituting the Suffolk county charter, having been submt-
ted to the electors of such town at the general election held in nine-
teen hundred sixty-two and having at such election received a mgjority
of affirmative votes, the justices of the peace holding office in such
town at the tine of such vote shall continue in office until the end of
the respective terns for which they were elected. At the genera
el ection imedi ately preceding the expiration of the termof the justice
of the peace in such town whose termshall first expire an additiona
town [eedheitan] council nenber shall be elected, and at the general
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el ection preceding the expiration of the term of the justice of the
peace in such town whose termshall be the second such termto expire
anot her additional town [eetneitanr] council nenmber shall be elected, so
that thereafter such town shall have four town [esunreitmer] council
nenbers. Each t own [eeuneitwan] council nmenber so elected shall be
elected for a termof four years and shall hold office during such term

5. The term"officer" and/or "officers" whenever used in this chapter
shall include the incunbents of the offices of supervisor, [ecouvnecitman]
council nmenber, town clerk, justice of the peace, superintendent of
hi ghways, assessor, receiver of taxes and assessnents and collector, or
any of them

5-a. The ternms [eeane+44nyﬂ counci|l nenber" and "[eewheiwenr] council
nenbers whenever used in this chapter shaII i ncl ude all persons [e#—%he

office.
§ 16. The openi ng paragraph of section 24 of the town |aw, as anended
by chapter 293 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as follows:
Al elective officers other than town [eedreitmen] council nenbers,

town justices, receivers of taxes and assessors shall hold their respec-
tive offices for two years. The ternms of office of the town [eceurecitwen]
council nmenbers first elected after this chapter shall take effect and
of the town [eeunreitwen] council nenbers first elected in a town which
shal | have changed its classification fromthat of a town of the second
class to that of a town of the first class, shall be two years each for
two town [eeuheitren] council nmenbers and four years each for two town
[ sounreitmen] council nenbers, and thereafter at each biennial town
el ection there shall be elected two town [eeureitren] council nenbers
for terms of four years each

8§ 17. Section 24-b of the town law, as added by chapter 888 of the
|l aws of 1969, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 24-b. Election of [eeuneitwen] council nenbers and town justices in
the town of Paw ing. Notw thstanding the provisions of section twenty-
four of this article or any other general or special |law, the town board
of the town of Pawling in Dutchess county, nmay by a resolution adopted
at least ninety days prior to the general election to be held in Novem
ber of nineteen hundred sixty-nine, provide that at the general election
to be held in Novenber of nineteen hundred sixty-nine, one town [eceun—
eman] council nenber be elected for a termof two years and one town
[ eeuhreitwmn] council nenber be elected for a term of four years and
thereafter at each biennial town election there shall be elected one
town [ eeuneitran] council nenber for a termof four years. Such resol-
ution may al so provide that at the general election to be held in Novem
ber of nineteen hundred sixty-nine, one town justice be elected for a
termof four years and thereafter at each biennial town election there
shall be elected one town justice for a termof four years.

§ 18. Section 60 of the town |aw, as added by chapter 739 of the | aws
of 1976, subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 123 of the |aws of 1981, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 60. Town board constituted. 1. In every town the supervisor and the
town [eeuheitmen] council nenbers shall constitute the town board and
shall be vested with all the powers of such a town and shall possess and
exercise all the powers and be subject to all the duties now or hereaft-
er inposed by |aw upon town boards and town boards of health within such
towns; but it is not intended to extend the power of said boards or
officers within the limts of any incorporated village or city, or in




OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 7389 9

any manner to abridge or interfere with the power and authority of the
of ficers of any such village or city within its corporate limts, except
as otherw se provided by | aw

2. In any town in which a town justice serves as a nmenber of the town
board, such town justice shall continue to serve as a nmenber of the town
board until the expiration of [his] their term Thereafter any town
justice shall not be a nmenber of the town board and a town [eeuhrecitsan]
counci | nenber shall be elected as a nmenber of such town board in place
of such town justice except as otherw se provided by the town board by
resol uti on adopted pursuant to the provisions of section sixty-a of this
[ ehapter] article.

8§ 19. Section 60-a of the town |law, as added by chapter 739 of the
laws of 1976, subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 123 of the | aws of
1981, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 60-a. Renpval of town justices fromtown board. 1. Notw thstanding
any provision of this chapter or any other lawto the contrary, in any
town in which a town justice serves as a menber of the town board, a
vacancy shall be created and is hereby created on the town board upon
the expiration of the termof office of such justice and the nenbership
of such town board shall consist of a town supervisor and town [eceurecit—
wer] council nenbers and the vacancy on such town board created by the
expiration of the termof the town justice shall be filled at the gener-
al election preceding the expiration of the termof such justice by the
election of a town [eeuneitman] council nenber, unless the office of
town [ eeuneit+ran] council nenber does not exist in such town. In the
event the town board determ nes that [eedreitmen] council nenbers should
be elected biennially and in order to so provide, it is necessary that
such [ eedheitman] council nmenber be elected for a single one year term
or a single three year term such town board may, by resolution provide
that the town [ eeuheitran] council nenber elected to fill the vacancy
created by the expiration of the termof town justice as town board
menber, shall be first elected for a single one or three year term as
provided in such resolution and [his] their successors shall thereafter
be el ected for four year terns.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this section, or any other law to
the <contrary, which provides that a town justice shall not constitute a
menber of the town board, such office of town justice shall continue and
such town justice shall have all the powers and duties of a town justice
as defined by the uniformjustice court act and as ot herw se provi ded by
| aw. Such town justices shall continue to be elected as town justices
except that such town justices shall not constitute menbers of the town
boar d.

2. In the event the town board deternmines that it will be in the best
interests of the town, such town board may, by the adoption of a resol-
ution, subject to perm ssive referendum reduce the nunber of [eeunreit—
wenr] council nenbers or town justices and provide that the termof such
town [eeuheitwan] council nenber first elected shall be for a single two
or four year termin order to provide for biennial town elections and
[Rs] their successor shall thereafter be elected for four year ternmns.
In no event shall any town board constitute | ess than two town [eeunreit—
wer] council nmenbers and the supervisor. The town board of any town in
which the nunber of [eewreitren] council nenbers or justices has been
reduced pursuant to this subdivision, may adopt a resolution, subject to
perni ssive referendum restoring one or two of the offices of [ecouheid—
mer] council nenbers or town justices previously reduced, provided,
however, that the total nunmber of town justices for such town including
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the restored offices, shall not exceed the nunber provided in subdivi-
sion one of section twenty of this chapter. Such resolution shal
provide for a two or four year termfor the restored office of [eeurecit—
mar] council menber in order to provide for biennial town elections, and
[R—s] their successor shall thereafter be elected for four year terns.
The el ection of a [eewhreitwmn] council nmenber or town justice to the
restored office shall take place at the biennial town el ection next
succeeding the effective date of such resolution, for a term of office
comrenci ng January first follow ng the el ection.

8 20. Subdivision 2 of section 81 of the town |aw, paragraph (b) as
anended by chapter 751 of the laws of 1933, paragraph (c) as anended by
chapter 812 of the laws of 1935, and paragraph (d) as added by chapter
374 of the |aws of 1940, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. In any town of the first class:

(a) To increase the nunber of [eeureitsen] council nenbers from four
to six.

(b) To establish or abolish the ward systemfor the election of [eceuh—
emen] council nenbers in towns having four or six [esuwnretmenr] council
nmenbers.

(c) To decrease the nunber of [eewhreitren] council nmenbers from four
to two.

(d) To increase the nunmber of [eeuheitwen] council nmenbers fromtwo to
four.

§ 21. Section 85 of the town law is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 85. Ward systemfor election of [eeuneitsen] council nenbers. 1
Whenever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town of the first
class for the establishment of the ward systemand the election there-
after of one [eeuneitwar] council nenber from each ward, the board of
el ections of the county in which such town is situate shall divide the
town into four wards and fix the boundaries thereof, unless a proposi-
tion shall have been adopted to increase the nunber of [eouneitren]

council nenbers from four to six, in which instance, the board of
el ections shall divide the town into six wards and fix the boundaries
thereof. In so dividing the town into wards, no town election district

shall be divided and no election district thereafter created under the
election law shall contain parts of two or nore wards. So far as possi-
ble the division shall be so made that the nunber of voters in each ward
shal | be approximately equal. Wen the board of elections shall have
finally determned the boundaries of the wards, they shall cause a map
of the town to be prepared showing in detail the location of each ward
and the boundaries thereof. The original nmap so nade shall be filed in
the office of the town clerk and copies thereof shall be filed in the
offices of the county clerk and the board of elections of the county.

The ward system shall be deened established after such filing is
conplete. After a ward systemshall have been so established, the term
of office of every town [eewneitman] council nenber shall termnate on

the thirty-first day of Decenber next succeeding the first biennial town
el ection held not |ess than one hundred twenty days after the establish-
ment of such ward system and at such biennial town el ection, and every
bi ennial town election thereafter, one resident elector of each ward
shall be elected as [eourcitmwan] council nenber therefromfor a term of
two years beginning on the first day of January next succeeding such
el ection.

2. The ward system may be abol i shed upon the adoption of a proposition
therefor at any special or biennial town election. At the first biennial
town election held at |east one hundred twenty days after the adoption
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of a proposition to abolish the ward system for el ection of [eeunsitnen]
council nenbers, the electors of the town shall elect one-half of the
total nunmber of town [esunreitwer] council nenbers for the termof two
years each and one-half of the total nunber of town [esunreitner] council
nenbers for the termof four years each. At each biennial town election
hel d thereafter there shall be elected one-half of the total nunber of
town [eewneitwen] council nenmbers for the termof four years each. The
terms of all such [eedunreitren] council nmenbers shall begin on the first
day of January next succeeding the date of their election.

8§ 22. Section 87 of the town |aw, as amended by chapter 374 of the
| aws of 1940, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 87. Increase or decrease of nunber of [eeuwneitwen] council nenbers.
1. Wienever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town of the first
cl ass which shall not have established the ward system to increase the
nunber of [eewneitren] council nenbers fromfour to six, party nom -
nations for town [eeunrcitren] council nenbers may be made and designat -
ing petitions filed and four town [eeuwnreitsen] council nenbers shall be
elected at the first biennial town election held at |east one hundred
fifty days thereafter, three for a termof four years each and one for a
term of two years and thereafter at each biennial town election in such
town there shall be elected three town [eeureitwen] council nenbers for
the term of four years each, in the same manner as other elective town
officers in such town. The termof office of each such |[eeurcitar]
council nenber shall begin on the first day of January next succeeding
the election at which [he—was] they were el ected.

2. \Wenever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town of the
first class which shall not have established the ward system to
i ncrease the nunber of [eewneitwer] council nenbers from two to four
party noninations for town [eeunsitwenr] council nenbers may be made and
designating petitions filed and three town [eeunreitnen] council nenbers
shall be elected at the first biennial town election held at |east one
hundred fifty days thereafter, two for ternms of four years each and one
for a termof tw years, and thereafter at each biennial town election
in such town, there shall be elected tw town [esunsitmer] counci
nenbers for terns of four years each, in the same nmanner as other el ec-
tive town officers in such towmn. The termof office of each such town
[ sounreit+mmnr] council nenber shall begin on the first day of January next
succeedi ng the election at which [he—was] they were el ected.

3. Wienever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town of the
first class to reduce the nunber of [eeunreitwen] council nenbers from
four to two, no town [eeuneitnen] council nenbers shall be el ected at
the first biennial town election held at | east one hundred fifty days
after the adoption of such proposition. Party nom nations for town
[ sounreitmen] council nenbers may be made and designating petitions filed
and two town [eeuwnreitrenr] council nenbers shall be elected at the bien-
nial town election next succeeding the biennial town election at which
no town [eewnreitwen] council nenbers are elected, one for a termof two
years and one for a termof four years and thereafter at each biennial
town el ection in such town there shall be elected one town [eceureitman]
council nmenber for a termof four years, in the same nmanner as ot her
el ective town officers in such town. The termof office of each such
[ sounreit+mmnr] council nenber shall begin on the first day of January next
succeeding the election at which [he—was] they were e