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STATE OF NEW YORK

7367

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Sept ember 8, 2021

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the education |law and the parks, recreation and historic
preservation law, in relation to establishing the Frederick Douglass
heritage trail conmi ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 233-d
to read as foll ows:

8§ 233-d. Frederick Douglass heritage trail commssion. 1. a. There is
hereby established within the departnent the Frederick Dougl ass heritage
trail comm ssion. The conmmi ssion shall consist of twelve nenbers repre-
sentative of acadenic or public historians, corporations, foundations,
hi storical societies, civic organizations, and religi ous denomi nati ons,
to be appointed as foll ows:

i. three nenbers to be appointed by the governor;

ii. three nenbers to be appointed by the board of regents;

iii. two nenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

iv. one nenber to be appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate;

v. two nenbers to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

vi. one nenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly.

In addition, the following state officers, or their designees., shal
serve as nenbers of the conmm ssion: the conmi ssioner of education, the
head of the state nmuseum the head of the state archives, the head of
the office of state history, the conmi ssioner of economic devel opnent,
the head of the state tourism advisory council, and the comni ssioner of
parks, recreation and historic preservation.

b. The conmi ssion shall begin functioning upon the appointnent of a
majority of its nenbers. The chair of the conmm ssion shall be chosen by
the nenbers of the commission for a three vear term Conmmi ssion nenbers,
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other than ex officio nenbers, shall serve for terns of five years and
vacanci es shall be appointed in the sane manner as provided for origina
appoi nt nent s.

c. The departnent and the office of parks., recreation and historic
preservation may provide the conm ssion with such staff, equipnent, and
facilities as it may need.

2. The conmm ssion shall conduct a study which shall include, but not
be limted to, docunenting the history of Frederick Douglass' travel
within the state including identifying sites nost likely to be eligible
for inclusion on the national or state registers of historic places, or
both; providing for the historic research and conpilation of contenpora-
neous reports and records necessary to docunent the sites in New York
state where Dougl ass stayed or gave speeches, as well as individuals and
organi zations who he net with in his travels; and developing cultura
and historic guidebooks, local histories and the publication of public

and private docunents relating to Frederick Douglass' tine in the state.

3. As part of its responsibilities the conmi ssion shall be charged
with developing and inplenenting a naster plan; sponsoring conment
orations, linkages, semnars and public forum assisting, encouraging,

and pronpting the making of applications for inclusion on the national
or state registers of historic places by the parties eligible to do so
and the inclusion of such places therein; and devel opi ng partnershi ps
and seeking private and public funds to carry out activities to protect,
preserve, and pronpote the inportant legacy and lessons of Frederick
Douglass and create a heritage trail throughout New York state charting
where Douglass traveled in the state.

4. The conmi ssion shall report annually to the governor, the |eqisla-
ture, and the board of regents for a period of five vears fromthe date
of establishnent of the conm ssion, but beginning no later than the
first of January next succeeding the effective date of this section

§ 2. Section 19.03 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation
law i s amended by adding a new subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. Cooperate with the departnent of education and the Frederick Doug-
lass heritage trail conmission in the perfornance of their duties in
connection with the Frederick Douglass heritage trail

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




