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STATE OF NEW YORK

7332

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

August 18, 2021

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the legislative law and the public officers law, in
relation to witness testinony before | egislative conmittees via video-
conf erenci ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 60 of the legislative |law, as amended by chapter
416 of the laws of 1954, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 60. Testinony before legislative conmttees. 1. A legislative
commttee may require the attendance of witnesses in this state whomthe
conmittee may wi sh to exam ne, or may issue a commission for the exam
ination of wtnesses who are out of the state or unable to attend the
comm ttee or excused from attendance, which commission if directed by
the house or legislature by which the conmittee is appointed may be
executed during the recess of the legislature. A comrission issued as
provided by this section shall be in the formused in the courts of
record of this state and shall be executed in |ike manner. Unl ess ot her-
wi se instructed by the comittee appointing themthe comm ssioners shal
exami ne privately every witness attendi ng before them and shall not nake
public the particulars of such exam nation. No committee of either house
or a joint conmittee of both houses shall have the power to take testi-
mony at a private hearing or at a public hearing unless at |east two of
its nenbers are present at such hearing

2. Upon a request for reasonable acconmpdation by a witness, a |egis-
lative commttee may grant such witness permssion to testify before
such legislative conmittee via videoconferencing. Such request for
reasonabl e accommopdation shall not be approved unless such w tness has
denonstrated, to the satisfaction of such legislative conmttee, an
inability to testify in-person due to disability, cost of travel, severe
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weat her conditions, or another reason deenmed justifiable by such |egis-
lative conmittee

8 2. Subdivisions (d), (e) and (f) of section 103 of the public offi-
cers law, subdivision (d) as added by chapter 43 of the laws of 2010,
subdi vision (e) as added by chapter 603 of the laws of 2011 and subdi vi -
sion (f) as amended by chapter 319 of the | aws of 2016, are anended and
a new subdivision (h) is added to read as foll ows:

[£3-] (e) 1. Any neeting of a public body that is open to the public

shall be open to being photographed, broadcast, webcast, or otherw se
recorded and/or transmtted by audio or video neans. As used herein the
term "broadcast" shall also include the transm ssion of signals by
cabl e.

2. A public body may adopt rules, consistent with recomendations from
the committee on open governnent, reasonably governing the |ocation of
equi prent  and personnel wused to photograph, broadcast, webcast, or
otherw se record a neeting so as to conduct its proceedings in an order-
Iy manner. Such rules shall be conspicuously posted during neetings and
witten copies shall be provided upon request to those in attendance.

[e>] (f) Agency records available to the public pursuant to article
six of this chapter, as well as any proposed resolution, law, rule,
regul ati on, policy or any anendnent thereto, that is scheduled to be the
subj ect of discussion by a public body during an open neeting shall be
made avail abl e, upon request therefor, to the extent practicable as
determned by the agency or the departnent, prior to or at the neeting
during which the records will be discussed. Copies of such records nmay
be made available for a reasonable fee, determned in the sane manner as
provided therefor in article six of this chapter. If the agency in which
a public body functions maintains a regularly and routinely updated
website and utilizes a high speed internet connection, such records
shall be posted on the website to the extent practicable as deterni ned
by the agency or the departnent, prior to the neeting. An agency nay,
but shall not be required to, expend additional noneys to inplenent the
provi sions of this subdivision.

[5] (g) Open neetings of an agency or authority shall be, to the
extent practicable and within avail able funds, broadcast to the public
and mai ntai ned as records of the agency or authority. If the agency or
authority mmintains a website and utilizes a high speed internet
connection, such open neeting shall be, to the extent practicable and
within available funds, streanmed on such website in real-tine, and post-
ed on such website within and for a reasonable tinme after the neeting.
For the purposes of this subdivision, the term"agency"” shall mean only
a state department, board, bureau, division, council or office and any
public corporation the nmgjority of whose nenbers are appointed by the
governor. For purposes of this subdivision, the term"authority" shal
mean a public authority or public benefit corporation created by or
existing under any state |law, at |east one of whose nenbers is appointed
by the governor (including any subsidiaries of such public authority or
public benefit corporation), other than an interstate or internationa
authority or public benefit corporation.

(h) In a neeting held by a conmittee of either house of the state
legislature or by a joint committee of both houses of the state |egisla-
ture, witness testinony may be taken via videoconference, in accordance
with section sixty of the legislative |aw

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




