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STATE OF NEW YORK

7129

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 2, 2021

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to create a tenporary "commi ssion to prevent chil dhood drowning"
to inprove water safety in New York state; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A tenporary comm ssion to be known as the "comrission to
prevent chil dhood drowni ng", hereafter referred to as the "conm ssion",
is hereby created to evaluate and devel op programs to properly educate
and instruct children on water safety and how to swim

§ 2. (a) The commi ssion shall consist of nine nenbers to be appointed
as follows: three nenbers appointed by the governor; tw menbers
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; two menbers
appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; one nenber appointed by the
mnority | eader of the senate, and one nenber appointed by the mnority
| eader of the assenbly. Vacancies in the nenbership of the comi ssion
shall be filled in the sane manner provided for original appointments
and desi gnati ons.

(b) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

(c) The conmi ssion may hold public hearings and is hereby authorized
and enpowered to undertake any studies, inquiries, surveys or analyses
it may deemrel evant.

(d) The conmission shall be entitled to request and be provided with
such resources and data of any rel evant departnent, division, board,
bureau, conm ssion or agency of the state to carry out properly its
powers and duties pursuant to this act.

(e) The nenbers of the comm ssion may participate in a neeting of such
commi ssion or committee by neans of a tel ephone conference, provided
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that all neetings shall operate in accordance with article seven of the
public officers | aw

§ 3. The conm ssion shall

(a) Deternmine an appropriate age and/ or stage of chil dhood devel opnent
when children can properly begin water safety and swi mmng instructions
and devel op statew de standards for such instruction;

(b) Investigate and evaluate the feasibility and effectiveness of
programs which incentivize parents and guardians to enroll children in
wat er safety and sw nmm ng instruction;

(c) Develop a conprehensive plan for public-private partnerships
between the state and comunity centers, nonprofit organizations, recre-
ational facilities, swimring instructors, and other rel evant stakehol d-
ers and expandi ng existing state resources such as parks and pools to
provide access to free swimm ng instruction, and determne the feasibil-
ity of such prograns;

(d) Develop an inplenmentation plan to ensure its sw nmng safety
prograns are available in underserved comunities; and

(e) Devel op a conprehensive plan for a public awareness canpaign to
ensure parents and guardians receive information on the inportance of
children receiving basic water safety and swi mring instruction.

8 4. The conmm ssion shall issue a report of its findings no later than
one year after the effective date of this act. The commission shal
submt such report, including any recomendations for |egislative action
as it nmay deem necessary and appropriate, to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate, the speaker of the assenmbly, and shall publish
such report on the website of +the office of parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a Ilaw, and shall expire and be deened repeal ed
ei ghteen nonths after it shall have becone a | aw.



