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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 22, 2021

Introduced by Sens. PERSAUD, KRUEGER -- read tw ce and ordered printed
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to allow ng persons
appl ying for or receiving public assistance to be interviewed by phone
or other digital nmeans; and to anend a chapter of the laws of 2021
amendi ng the social services lawrelating to allow ng persons applying
for or receiving public assistance to be interviewed by phone, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.3223-A and A 5414, in relation
to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 4 of section 132 of
the social services |law, as amended by a chapter of the laws of 2021
anending the social services lawrelating to allow ng persons applying
for or receiving public assistance to be interviewed by phone, as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.3223-A and A 5414, are anmended
to read as follows:

(a) Investigation into the cause of the condition of a head of house-
hold or of any adult applicant or recipient and the treatment which wll
be helpful to such person shall include a screening for alcohol and/or
subst ance abuse using a standardi zed screening instrunent to be devel-
oped by the office of addiction services and supports in consultation
with the department. Such screening shall be perforned by a social
services district at the tine of application and periodically thereafter
but not nore frequently than every six nonths, unless the district has
reason to believe that an applicant or recipient is abusing or dependent
on al cohol or drugs, in accordance with regul ations pronulgated by the
departnent. Such screening may be conducted by tel ephone or other
digital neans at the [secial—services—dist+iet—s—option] request of the
applicant or recipient.

(b) Wien the screening process indicates that there is reason to
believe that an applicant or recipient is abusing or dependent on alco-
hol or drugs, the social services district shall require a formal alco-
hol or substance abuse assessnent, which may include drug testing, to be
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perfornmed by an al cohol and/or substance abuse professional credential ed
by the office of addiction services and supports. The assessnent may be
performed directly by the district or pursuant to contract with the
district. Such assessnment may be conducted by tel ephone or other digital
neans at the [seoeial—servi-ces—di-st+rict—s—option] request of the appli-
cant or recipient.

§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 134-a of the social services law, as
anended by a chapter of the laws of 2021 anendi ng the social services
law relating to allowing persons applying for or receiving public
assistance to be interviewed by phone, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S.3223-A and A 5414, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The social services official shall require that persons applying
for or receiving public assistance and care be intervi ewed personally at
a tine and in a manner provided by the regul ations of the departnent,
and the social services official may provide the option of a phone

interview or other digital means for such |nterV|em1[nay—be—a—phene

] request of the applicant or recipient.

8 3. Subdivision 2 of section 349-a of the social services law, as
amended by a chapter of the laws of 2021 anendi ng the social services
law relating to allowing persons applying for or receiving public
assistance to be interviewed by phone, as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S.3223-A and A 5414, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. Such inquiry shall be performed wutilizing a wuniversal screening
form to be developed by the departnent after consultation with the
office for the prevention of donestic violence and statew de donestic
vi ol ence advocacy groups. Such screening nmay be conducted by tel ephone
or other digital neans at the [seeial—servH-ces—di-strict—s—option]
request of the applicant or recipient. An individual may request such
screening at any tinme, and any individual who at any tine self identi-
fies as a victimof donestic violence shall be afforded the opportunity
for such screening.

8 4. Section 4 of a chapter of the laws of 2021 anending the social
services law relating to allowing persons applying for or receiving
public assistance to be interviewed by phone, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunmbers S.3223-A and A 5414, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 4. This act shall take effect [i+mmediately] on the one hundred twen-

tieth day after it shall have becone a | aw Effective immediately the
office of tenporary and disability assistance, in consultation with the
office for the prevention of donestic violence as well as any other

public or private agency. shall undertake and conplete on or before such
effective date such neasures as nmy be necessary and appropriate to
devel op the necessary protocols with respect to telephonic screenings.
assessnents and applications for public assistance.

8 5. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided however, that
sections one, two and three of this act shall take effect on the sane
date and in the sanme manner as a chapter of the laws of 2021 amending
the social services lawrelating to allowing persons applying for or
receiving public assistance to be interviewed by phone, as proposed in
| egislative bills nunbers S.3223-A and A 5414, takes effect.




