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I ntroduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law and the soil and water
conservation districts law, in relation to the use of certain preni ses
and the responsibility for acts of such users on the prem ses or on
adj acent prem ses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs a and b of subdivision 1 of section 9-103 of the
general obligations |aw, paragraph a as separately anended by chapters
141 and 286 of the |aws of 1984 and paragraph b as anended by chapter
408 of the laws of 1979, are anended and a new paragraph d is added to
read as foll ows:

a. an owner, |essee or occupant of prem ses, whether or not posted as
provided in section 11-2111 of the environnental conservation |aw, owes
no duty to keep the prem ses safe for entry or use by others for hunt-
ing, fishing, organized gl eaning as defined in section seventy-one-y of
the agriculture and markets | aw, canoeing, boating, trapping, hiking,
cross-country skiing, tobogganing, sledding, speleological activities,
hor seback riding, bicycle riding, hang gliding, notorized vehicle opera-
tion for recreational purposes, snowrbile operation, cutting or gather-
ing of wood for non-conmercial purposes, recreational trail use or
training of dogs, or to give warning of any hazardous condition or use
of or structure or activity on such prenmises to persons entering for
such purposes[+].

b. an owner, |[|essee or occupant of preni ses who gives pernmission to
anot her to pursue any such activities upon such prem ses does not there-
by (1) extend any assurance that the premnises are safe for such purpose,
or (2) constitute the person to whom permi ssion is granted an invitee to
whom a duty of care is owed, or (3) assune responsibility for or incur

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD03873-01-1



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 678 2

liability for any injury to person or property or for the death of any
person caused by any act of persons to whomthe perm ssion is granted.

d. an owner, |essee or occupant of prenises adjoining prem ses being
used as pernitted pursuant to paragraph b of this subdivision for recre-
ational trail use or any other activity stated in paragraph a of this
subdivision shall not be liable to any actions of any type resulting
from or caused by, persons engaging in such activities trespassing on
such adjacent prenmises, and no owner, |essee or occupant of prem ses
adj oining prem ses being used as pernitted pursuant to paragraph b of
this subdivision shall be liable for any actions of any type started on,
or taking place within, the boundaries of the preni ses being used pursu-
ant to paragraph b of this subdivision arising out of the activities of
ot her parties.

8 2. Subdivision 18 of section 3 of the soil and water conservation
districts law, as added by chapter 362 of the |aws of 1996, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(18) "Recreational use" means any activity undertaken out of doors for
pur poses of mental or physical enjoynent and relaxation and may incl ude,
but shall not be limted to, hunting, fishing, canoeing, boating, trap-
pi ng, hiking, cross country skiing, tobogganing, sledding, speleologica
activities, horseback riding, bicycle riding, hang gliding, notorized
vehicle operation for recreational purposes, snowbile operation,
recreational trail use and training of dogs.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately.




