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STATE OF NEW YORK

6359--A

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 23, 2021

Introduced by Sens. LIU, COONEY, GOUNARDES, KAVANAGH, STAVI SKY, THOVAS
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to
the Commttee on Education -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring public
el ementary schools and hi gh schools to provide instruction in Asian
Anmerican history and civic inpact

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new section 801-b
to read as foll ows:

8 801-b. Courses of study in Asian Anerican history and civic inpact.
1. The board of regents is authorized and directed to establish and
develop a course of study in the events of Asian Anerican history. Such
course of study shall be required for all students in public elenentary
school and high school and may be included as part of the history or
social studies curriculumof such schools. Instruction shall be provided
by the teachers enployed in the schools therein. Such instruction shal
include, but shall not be limted to, instruction in the foll ow ng:

a. The history of Asian Anericans in New York and the Northeast;

b. The contributions of Asian Anericans toward advancing civil rights
fromthe nineteenth century onward;

c. The contributions nmade by individual Asian Arericans in governnent
and the arts, hunmanities and sciences; and

d. The contributions of Asian Anerican comunities to the econonic,
cultural, social and political devel opnent of the United States.

2. The conm ssioner, shall provide technical assistance to assist in
the developnent of curricula for such courses of study which shall be
age appropriate and devel oped according to the needs and abilities of
students at successive grade levels in order to provide understanding,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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awar eness, skills, infornmation and support to aid in the know edge of
Asian Anerican history and civic inpact.

3. The regents shall adopt rules providing for attendance of such
courses of study and for such other matters as are required for effectu-
ating the purposes of this section. The conm ssioner shall be responsi-
ble for the enforcenent of such section and shall cause to be inspected
and supervise the instruction to be given. The conm ssioner nmay, in his
or her discretion, cause all or a portion of the public school noney to
be apportioned to a district or city to be withheld for non-conpliance
with the rules of the regents adopted as herein provided and to conpel
attendance in such instruction, as herein prescribed.

4. The conm ssioner shall nake available to all public elenentary and
high schools in the state suitable curriculummaterials to aid in the
instruction of students in Asian Anerican history and civic inpact and

shall pronmulgate rules and regul ati ons governing such courses of study.

5. Conpletion of such courses of study shall constitute an affirmation
by students of their commtnent to respect the dignity of all races and

peoples and to forever eschew every form of discrinmnation in their
lives and careers.

6. A school mry neet the requirenents of this section through an
online course or program

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




