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STATE OF NEW YORK

6296

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 21, 2021

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on New York City Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring class size
reduction plans in city school districts in cities having a popul ation
of one nmillion or nore

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of paragraph b of subdivision
2 of section 211-d of the education |aw, subparagraph (ii) as anmended by
section 2 of part A of chapter 57 of the | aws of 2008 and subparagraph
(iii) as added by section 3-a of part A of chapter 57 of the Ilaws of
2009, are anended to read as foll ows:

(ii) In a city school district in a city having a popul ation of one
mllion or nore inhabitants such contract shall also include a plan to
reduce citywide average class sizes and by district and school, as
defined by the conmm ssioner, [w-thin—{ive—years] beginning Septenber two
t housand twenty-one and to be achi eved by Septenber two-thousand twen-
ty-six for the follow ng grade ranges: (A) pre-kindergarten-third grade;
(B) fourth-eighth grade; and (C) high school, and shall thereafter main-
tain the average class sizes achieved by such date. Such plan shal
i nclude annual class size reduction for |ow performng and overcrowded
schools and also include the nethods to be used to achi eve such cl ass
sizes, such as the creation or construction of nore classroons and
school buildings, the placenent of nobre than one teacher in a classroom
or nethods to otherw se reduce the student to teacher rati o] —provided-
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wviewable] but only as a tenporary neasure until nore classroons are nade
available in conformance with the plan.

(iii) A city school district in a city having a popul ation of one
mllion or nore inhabitants shall prepare [a—+epert] annual reports, on
the dates set forth below. to the conmm ssioner on the status of the
i mpl ementation of its plan to reduce average class sizes pursuant to
subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph. Such report shall be publicly
rel eased and posted on the city school district's websites, and the
departnent shall identify all schools that received funds targeted at
class size reduction efforts pursuant to the requirenents of this
section and provide the followi ng information regardi ng such school s:

(A) the anmpbunt of contract for excellence funds received by each
school and the school year in which it received such funds;

(B) a detailed description of how contract for excellence funds
contributed to achieving class size reduction in each school that
recei ved such funding including specific information on the nunber of
classroons in each school that existed prior to receiving contract for
excel l ence funds and the nunber of new [elassreoons] classes that were
created in each school for each year such funding was received, the
nunber of classroomteachers that existed in each school prior to
receiving contract for excellence funds and the nunber of new cl assroom
teachers in each school for each year such funding was received, the
student to teacher ratio in each school prior to receiving contract for
excel l ence funds and the student to teacher ratio in each school for
each year such fundi ng was received;

(O the actual student enrollnent for the two thousand [si]
twenty--two thousand [sewven] twenty-one school year, the actual student
enroll nent for the two thousand [sever] twenty-one--two thousand [eight]
twenty-two school year, the actual student enrollnent for the two thou-
sand [eight]twenty-two--two thousand [wiwe] twenty-three school vyear
the actual student enrollnment for the two thousand twenty-three--two
thousand twenty-four school year, the actual student enrollnent for the
two thousand twenty-four--two thousand twenty-five school year, and the
proj ected st udent enr ol | nent for t he t wo t housand [ AiRe]
twenty-five--two thousand [ten] twenty-six school year for each schoo
by grade |evel;

(D) the actual average class sizes for the two thousand [six]
twenty--two thousand [sewen] twenty-one school year, the actual average
class sizes for the tw thousand [sewen] twenty-one--two thousand
[etght] twenty-two school year, the actual average class sizes for the
two thousand [eight] twenty-two--two thousand [wihe] twenty-three schoo
year, and the projected average class sizes for the two thousand [#aire]
twenty-three--two thousand [+er] twenty-four school year for each schoo
by grade level and for each year thereafter until the class size goals
are achi eved; [and]

(E) the annual capital plan for school construction and leasing to
show how many cl assroonms will be added in each year and in which schools
and subdistricts to achieve the class size reduction goals;

(F) how the school capacity and utilization formula is aligned to the
class size goals in the city school district's class size reduction
plan; and

(G the schools that have made insufficient progress toward achieving
the class size reduction [geals—outlined] contained in the approved five
year class size reduction plan pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this
paragraph and a detailed description of the actions that will be taken
to reduce class sizes in such school s.
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report shall be subnmitted to the
conm ssioner on or before Novenber fifteenth of each year and nmde
available to the public by such date. If the departnent determni nes that
the Novenber fifteenth report does not denonstrate sufficient decreases
in class size, the city school district shall inmmediately submit a plan
for corrective action and such plan shall also be nade available to the
public upon subnmission to the departnent. The final corrective action
plan shall be nmade available to the public upon approval by the depart-

nent. The final report shall also be certified by the state or city
conptroller that the city school district's capital and education fund-
ing plans will provide sufficient space and staffing for the reduction

in class size set forth in this paragraph and if not, what neasures
and/ or funding should be added to the plan to achieve such goals.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however that
the anendnments to section 211-d of the education | aw made by section one
of this act shall first apply to contracts for excellence for the 2021-
2022 school year




