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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 20, 2021

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the donestic relations aw and the executive law, in
relation to allowing marriages within twenty-four hours of receiving a
marri age |icense

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13-b of the donestic relations |law, as anended by
chapter 35 of the laws of 2017, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 13-b. Time within which marriage may be sol emmized. [A] 1. Except
as provided in subdivision two of this section, a marriage shall not be
solemized within twenty-four hours after the issuance of the narriage
i cense, unless authorized by an order of a court of record as herein-
after provided, nor shall it be solemized after sixty days fromthe
date of the issuance of the marriage license unless authorized pursuant
to section three hundred fifty-four-d of the executive |aw Every
license to marry hereafter issued by a town or city clerk, in addition
to other requirenents specified by this chapter, nmust contain a state-
ment of the day and the hour the license is issued and the period during
whi ch the marriage may be solemized. It shall be the duty of the cler-
gyman or magi strate performng the marriage cerenony, or if the marriage
is solemized by witten contract, of the judge before whomthe contract
is acknow edged, to annex to or endorse upon the marriage |license the
date and hour the marriage is solemized. A judge or justice of the
suprene court of this state or the county judge of the county in which
either party to be married resides, or if such party is at |east seven-
teen years of age, the judge of the famly court of such county, if it
shal | appear from an examination of the license and any other proofs
submtted by the parties that one of the parties is in danger of inmm -
nent death, or by reason of other energency public interest wll be
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pronoted thereby, or that such delay will work irreparable injury or
great hardship upon the contracting parties, or one of them nmay, upon
making witten affirmative findings under subdivision three of section
fifteen of this article, nmake an order authorizing the innmedi ate sol em
ni zation of the marriage and upon filing such order with the clergyman
or magi strate perfornmng the marri age cerenony, or if the nmarriage is to
be solemized by witten contract, wth the judge before whomthe
contract is acknow edged, such clergyman or rmagistrate may solemmize
such marriage, or such judge may take such acknow edgnent as the case
may be, without waiting for such three day period and twenty-four hour
period to elapse. The clergynman, nmagistrate or judge nust file such
order with the town or city clerk who issued the license wthin five
days after the marriage is solemmized. Such town or city clerk nust
record and index the order in the book required to be kept by himor her
for recording affidavits, statenents, consents and |icenses, and when so
recorded the order shall beconme a public record and available in any
prosecution under this section. A person who shall solemize a marriage
in violation of this section shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor and upon
convi ction thereof shall be punished by a fine of fifty dollars for each
offense, and in addition thereto, his or her right to solemize a
marri age shall be suspended for ninety days.

2. Notwi thstanding the twenty-four hour waiting period prescribed in
subdivision one of this section, any mlitary personnel whose schedul ed
mlitary deploynment is less than thirty days away nmay get married within
twenty-four hours of receiving a marriage |icense.

8§ 2. Section 354-d of the executive |aw, as added by chapter 723 of
the laws of 2005 and as renunbered by chapter 652 of the | aws of 2007,
is amended to read as follows:

8§ 354-d. Tine within which marriage may be sol emni zed; nmenber of the
armed forces. 1. Notwithstanding section thirteen-b of the donmestic
relations |law, where either of the parties making application for a
marriage |icense, pursuant to section thirteen of the donmestic relations
law, is a nmenber of the armed forces of the United States on active duty
the marriage of the parties shall not be solemized within twenty-four
hours after the issuance of the narriage |icense, nor shall it be solem
ni zed after one hundred eighty days fromthe date of the issuance of the
marriage |icense. Proof that the applicant is a nmenber of the arned
forces of the United States shall be furnished to the satisfaction of
the official issuing the marriage |license. Every license to marry issued
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall state the day and hour
the license is issued and shall contain a recital that it is issued
pursuant to the provisions of this section.

2. Notwi thstanding the twenty-four hour waiting period prescribed in
subdivision one of this section, any military personnel whose schedul ed
mlitary deploynment is less than thirty days away may get married within
twenty-four hours of receiving a marriage |icense.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




