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STATE OF NEW YORK

623

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. KAM NSKY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Internet and Technol ogy

AN ACT to establish a task force to explore the effects of cyber-bully-
ing in New York state and potential neasures to address such effects;
and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration
t her eof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A tenporary task force is hereby established to conduct and
submit a conprehensive study on the effects of, and potential nethods to
address, cyber-bullying. The scope of such study shall include:

a. identifying the nost common victins of cyber-bullying by age, race,
ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity or expression, sexua
orientation or any other identifying characteristic the menbers of the
task force deemrel evant;

b. determining the nost common medi uns used in cases of cyber-bully-
ing, including but not limted to, text nessages, websites, and soci al
medi a;

c. identifying the social and psychol ogical effects of cyber-bullying
on i ndi vi dual s;

d. recomendations, based upon the findings of the task force, on the
preventi on of cyber-bullying;

e. identifying ways in which the state can better assist individuals
who have been victins of cyber-bullying; and

f. identifying nmeasures other states have taken to address cyber-bul -
I ying.

§ 2. a. The task force shall consist of nine nenbers, which to the
extent practicable shall be experts in the fields of child psychol ogy,
technol ogy, | aw enforcenent, nmental health, or social services, or an
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appropriate field related to the mssion of the task force, to be
appoi nted as foll ows:

(1) five nenbers appointed by the governor;

(2) two nmenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(3) two nmenbers appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly.

b. The governor shall designate one of the appointees as the chair of
the task force

c. The menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

d. Al appointnents shall be made no later than ninety days after the
effective date of this act. Al vacancies shall be filled by the
appointing authority in a tinmely manner.

8§ 3. The task force shall report its findings, conclusions, and recom
mendations to the governor, tenporary president of the senate, and
speaker of the assenbly on or before July 1, 2023. Such report shal
al so be published on the website of the New York state office of nmenta
heal t h.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall be deened
repeal ed Decenber 31, 2023.



