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AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to establishing
a cause of action in tort for the wongful injury to or death of a
conpani on ani nal

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general obligations lawis anmended by adding a new
section 11-108 to read as foll ows:

8 11-108. Wongful injury or death of conpanion animal. 1. As used in
this section:

(a) the term "conpanion aninmal" shall have the same neaning as such
term is defined in subdivision five of section three hundred fifty of
the agriculture and narkets | aw, and

(b) the terns "physical injury" and "serious physical injury" shal
have the sanme neaning as such terns are defined in subdivisions nine and
ten, respectively, of section 10.00 of the penal |aw

2. A person who with no justifiable purpose intentionally, recklessly
or negligently, by act or omssion causes the death of a conpanion
animal shall be liable in danages for: the fair nonetary value of the
deceased conpanion aninal to his or her owner; nental distress or
enotional harm suffered by the owner or nenbers of the owner's household
caused by the death of the conpanion animal; the expenses of veterinary
and other special nedical care required; and other reasonable danages
resulting fromthe intentional, reckless or negligent act or onission.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. A person who with no justifiable purpose intentionally, recklessly
or negligently, by act or om ssion causes physical injury or serious
physical injury to a conpanion aninmal shall be liable in danages for:
the expenses of veterinary and other special nedical care required;
nental distress or enotional harmsuffered by the owner or nenbers of
the owner's household caused by the physical injury or serious physica
injury to the conpanion animal; and other reasonable danmages resulting
fromthe intentional, reckless or negligent act or on ssion

4. A person who with no justifiable purpose intentionally or reckl ess-
ly, by act or onission causes the serious physical injury or death of a
conpanion aninmal may be liable in punitive danages.

5. In any action brought under this section, the court may award
reasonabl e attorneys' fees to a prevailing plaintiff.

6. An action for recovery of danmages under this section may be brought
in any court of conpetent jurisdiction.

7. No action shall be brought under this section against a veterinari-
an for injury or death sustained during the course of the |lawful treat-

nent of a conpanion ani mal.

8 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to causes
of action under section 11-108 of the general obligations law as added
by section one of this act which arise on or after such date.



