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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 11, 2021

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to exenpting public school
bui I di ngs from bei ng designated as early polling | ocations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 8-600 of the election lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (e) to read as foll ows:

(e) No public school building shall be designated as an early polling
| ocation

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 4-104 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 694 of the laws of 1989, is anmended to read as foll ows:

3. A building exenpt fromtaxation shall be used whenever possible as
a polling place if it is situated in the sane or a contiguous election
district, and nmay contain as many distinctly separate polling places as
public conveni ence may require. The expense, if any, incidental to its
use, shall be paid |like the expense of other places of registration and
voting. If a board or body enpowered to designate polling places chooses
a public school building for such purpose, the board or agency which
controls such building nust nmake available a roomor rooms in such
bui l ding which are suitable for registration and voting and which are as
cl ose as possible to a convenient entrance to such building and nust
make available any such room or roons which the board or body designat-
ing such building determnes are accessible to physically disabled
voters as provided in subdivision one-a. Notwi thstanding the provisions
of this subdivision, no board or body enpowered to designate polling
pl aces shall designate a public school building as an early polling
| ocation. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general, special or
local law, if a board or body enpowered to designate polling places
chooses a publicly owned or |eased building, other than a public schoo
bui l di ng, for such purposes the board or body which controls such buil d-
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ing nust nmake available a roomor roons in such building which are suit-
able for registration and voting and which are as close as possible to a
conveni ent entrance to such building, and nust nmake available any such
room or roons which the board or body designating such building deter-
m nes are accessible to physically disabled voters wunless, not |ater
than thirty days after notice of its designation as a polling place, the
board or body controlling such building, files a witten request for a
cancel | ation of such designation with the board or body enpowered to
designate polling places on such formas shall be provided by the board
or body naking such designation. The board or body enpowered to so
designate shall, within twenty days after such request is filed, deter-
m ne whet her the use of such building as a polling place woul d unreason-
ably interfere with the usual activities conducted in such building and
upon such determ nation, nay cancel such designation
8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



