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STATE OF NEW YORK

5543--A

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 10, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered

reprinted as anmended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to mlitary enhanced
recognition, incentive and tribute ("MERI T") schol arshi ps

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 668-e of the education |law, as added by chapter 106
of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 668-e. Mlitary enhanced recognition, incentive and tribute
("MERIT") scholarships. 1. Eligible persons. a. Notw thstanding subdi -
visions three and five of section six hundred sixty-one of this title,
children, spouses and financial dependents of a menber of the arned
forces of the United States or state organized nilitia who at any tine
[ —hi i -] while
in service in the arned forces of the United States, as defined by
subdi vision eight of section one of the mlitary law or in a force of
the state organized nmlitia, as defined in subdivision nine of section
one of the mlitary law. (i) while a | egal resident of New York state,
di ed, becane severely and permanently disabled or was «classified as
mssing in action [ip—a——corbattheater—or—corbat—zone—of—operations—as
part—of—mtHtaryr—-operatioens], or died as a result of injury or illness
suffered or incurred during such mlitary service; or (ii) while a lega
resident of New York state, died or becane severely and permanently
disabled as a result of injury or illness suffered or incurred during
mlitary training operations [ia—preparationfor—duty—-R—a—corbat—thea—
to—or—ceonbat—zohno—of—oporatiohs] .

b. A menber of the arnmed forces of the United States who: (i) becane
severely and permanently disabled as a result of service in the arned
forces of the United States, as defined by subdivision eight of section
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]; and (||) was a |egal resident
of New York state at the tinme of mlitary service.

c. A nmenber of the arnmed forces of the United States who: (i) becane
severely and permanently disabled as a result of injury or illness
suffered or incurred during mlitary training operations [iA—preparation
—or—diiy—n—a—sonbat—theator—or—corbol—zone—oil—operations]; and (ii) was
a legal resident of New York state at the tinme of military service.

d. A menber of the state organized militia who: (i) becane severely
and permanently disabled as a result of injury or illness suffered or
incurred during active nmilitary service, as defined in subdivision six

of section one of the mlitary | aw [ +elated—to—dutyr—in—-a—corbat—theater
of—ecorbat—zone—of—operations]; and (ii) was a legal resident of New York

state at the tine of active mlitary service.
2. Amount. The president shall grant annual schol arships in amounts
determ ned in accordance with subdivisions two and three of section six

hundred sixty-eight-d of this [part] subpart.
8 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



