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STATE OF NEW YORK

5138

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 24, 2021

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law and the public health law, in relation
to requiring trauma-informed forensic examnation training for certain
nmedi cal professionals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is amended by addi ng a new section 6508-a
to read as foll ows:

8 6508-a. Course work or training on trauna-infornmed forensic exani na-
tions. 1. Every physician, physician assistant, registered nurse,
licensed practical nurse, and nurse practitioner practicing in this
state who provides direct nedical services to patients in this state and
works in an energency, obstetrics/gynecology, or pediatrics departnent
shall, on or before July first, two thousand twenty-two and every redgis-
tration period thereafter, conplete course work or training regarding
trauma-inforned forensic examinations in the provision of nedical
services in accordance wth requlated standards pronulgated by the
departnent, in consultation with the departnent of health. Such trauna-
informed forensic examnations course work or training shall require a
m nimum three and one-half hours of course work or training enconpassing
how to conduct a trauma-infornmed sexual assault forensic exam nation.
Best practice would be to conplete the entire forty-hour sexual assault
forensic exanmination (SAFE) course certification. In pronulgating regu-
latory standards pursuant to this section the departnent is advised to
consult with organizations representative of professions, institutions
and those wth expertise in trauma-inforned forensic exan nations and
direct service providers working with survivors of sexual violence

2. As used in this section, "acceptable formal continuing education”
shall nean formal prograns of |earning which contribute to professiona

practice and which neet the standards prescribed by requlations of the
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comm ssioner. To fulfill the nmandatory continuing education requirenent,
prograns nust be taken from sponsors having the facilities, equipnment,
and financial and physical resources to provide continuing education
courses, approved by the departnent, pursuant to the regulations of the
conm ssioner. Continuing education nay be provided in an internet-based
course format as approved by the departnent.

3. Each such professional shall attest to the departnment at the tinme
of registration commencing with the first registration after July first,
two thousand twenty-two that the professional has conpleted course work
or training in accordance with this section

4. The departnent shall provide an exenption fromthis requirenent to
anyone who requests such an exenption and who: (i) clearly denpnstrates
to the departnent's satisfaction that there would be no need for him or
her to conplete such course work or training because of the nature of
his or her practice; or (ii) has conpleted course work or training
deened by the departnent to be equivalent to the course work or training
approved by the departnent pursuant to this section.

5. At the beginning of each registration period. a nandatory conti nu-
ing education fee of five dollars shall be collected from all persons
required to conplete the course work and training required by this
section; provided that any person obtaining an exenption pursuant to
subdivision four of this section shall not be required to pay such five
dollar fee. This fee shall be in addition to all other existing redgis-
tration fees.

6. The commissioner is authorized to pronulgate regulations to inple-
nent the provisions of this section. Any person subject to the
provisions of this section, who falsely attests to having conpleted the
required course work or training shall be subject to professional
m sconduct as provided by subdivision twenty-one of section sixty-five
hundred thirty of this title and subdivision nine of section sixty-five
hundred nine of this title.

§ 2. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 1 of section 2805-k of the public
health | aw, as anended by chapter 477 of the laws of 2008, is anended
and a new subdivision 5 is added to read as fol |l ows:

(f) Docunentation that the physician, dentist or podiatrist has
conpl eted the course work or training as nandated by section two hundred
thirty-nine of this chapter [e+]., section [sixthousand{ive] sixty-five
hundred five-b of the education law or section sixty-five hundred
eight-a of the education law, as applicable. A hospital or facility
shall not grant or renew professional privileges or association to a
physi ci an, dentist, or podiatrist who has not conpleted such course work
or training. A hospital or facility shall not know ngly grant or renew
professional privileges or association to anyone required to conplete
required course work or training unless said person has attested to
having taken such required course work or training

5. Prior to hiring or otherwise granting privileges to a physician
assistant, registered nurse, licensed practical nurse or nurse practi-
tioner a hospital or facility approved pursuant to this article shal
request from such person docunentation that he or she has conpleted the
course work or training as mandated by section sixty-five hundred
eight-a of the education law. A hospital or facility shall not hire or
otherwi se grant privileges to a physician assistant., registered nurse,
licensed practical nurse or nurse practitioner who has not conpleted
such course work or training.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




