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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 22, 2021

Introduced by Sens. G ANARI S, ADDABBO COVRIE, GOUNARDES -- read tw ce
and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee
on Hi gher Education -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to mandating the report-
ing of suspected animal cruelty by veterinarians

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 2 of section 6714 of
the education | aw, as added by chapter 653 of the Ilaws of 2003, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) When a veterinarian reasonably and in good faith suspects that a
companion animal's injury, illness or condition is the result of aninma
cruelty [e+~—=a] in violation of [any—s%aLe—e#—Lede#aL—Lam#pe#%a+n+ng—#9

: ] section
three hundred fiftv-one. three hundred fifty-three or three hundred
fifty-three-a of the agriculture and markets | aw, the veterinarian [nay]
shall report the incident and di sclose records concerning the conpanion

animal's condition and treatnent to [Lhe—p9L+ee——da#y—+nee¥pe+a%ed—se@+—

officer or agent authorlzed Dursuant to sect|ons three hundr ed seventv-

one and three hundred seventy-three of the agriculture and nmarkets [|aw
to respond to and investigate conplaints of aninmal cruelty. The identity
of such veterinarian nmking a report pursuant to this paragraph shal
only be nmade available to an officer or agent authorized pursuant to
section three hundred seventy-one or three hundred seventy-three of the
agriculture and narkets | aw.

(b) When a veterinarian reasonably believes that disclosure of records
as defined in this section, is necessary to protect the health or

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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wel fare of a conpanion animal, a person or the public, the veterinarian

nay dlsclose such records to [Lhe—peL+ee——dHLy—+ﬂee#pe#aLed—see+e%y——LeF

ge¥eLnnenL—ageney——e;—any—agen%—%he#e@i} any offlcer or agent authorlzed

pursuant to sections three hundred seventy-one and three hundred seven-
ty-three of the agriculture and markets law to respond to and investi-
gate conplaints of aninmal cruelty. The identity of such veterinarian
nmaking a disclosure of records pursuant to this paragraph shall only be
nade available to an officer or agent authorized pursuant to section
three hundred seventy-one or three hundred seventy-three of the agricul-
ture and nmarkets | aw.

(c) Any such veterinarian who reports an incident or discloses records
concerning a conpanion aninal's condition and treatnent pursuant to
paragraph (a) or (b) of this subdivision shall be entitled to receive
and be provided with, at no cost to such veterinarian, witten or el ec-
tronic docunentation of such report by the agent or officer to whom such
report was namde. Such report shall include but not be linited to the
date such report was made, the identity of the individual against whom
such report was nade, the species and description of the aninmal about
whi ch such report was nmade, the nature of the injuries to the animl and
the nane and |icense nunber of the veterinarian who nmade such report.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




