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| N SENATE

February 9, 2021

Introduced by Sen. KAPLAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Local Governnent --
reported favorably from said committee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, anmended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT requiring the conm ssioner of taxation and finance to conduct a
study on how successful property tax grievances have been over the
prior three years throughout the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The conmi ssioner of taxation and finance shall conduct a
conmpr ehensi ve study analyzing the success rate of New York state resi-
dents who have formally grieved a property tax assessnent during the
prior three years fromthe effective date of this act.

8§ 2. (a) Such study shall exami ne data collected fromeach mnunici-
pality and village in the state over the prior three years which shows
the nunber of instances a property tax assessment was grieved, how nany
of such grievances resulted in a successful reduction of the property
tax assessnent and how many of such grievances resulted in no change to
the property tax assessment.

(b) Wth respect to the total nunber of instances a property tax
assessnent was grieved over the past three years, such study shall exam
ine and breakdown of those instances how many tinmes a property owner or
purchaser represented thensel ves and how nany tines a property owner was
represented by another individual in the proceedings. Further, such
study shall exanmine how nmany instances in which a property owner or
purchaser who was representing thenselves resulted in a successful
reduction and how many instances resulted in no change to the property
tax assessnent and how many instances where a property owner or purchas-
er was represented by another individual resulted in a successful
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reduction and how many instances resulted in no change to the property
tax assessment.

8 3. For the purposes of this act, the conmi ssioner of taxation and
fi nance may conduct such study in conjunction with any other departnent,
di vi sion, board, bureau, conm ssion, agency, or public authority of the
state deenmed necessary. To the maxi mum extent feasible, such conm ssion-
er shall be authorized to request, receive, and utilize such data of any
ot her departnent, division, board, bureau, conm ssion, agency, or public
authority of the state, or any nunicipality, as he or she may reasonably
request to properly carry out his or her powers and duties pursuant to
this act; provided however, that to the extent practicable, such data
shall be provided in a format in accordance with the standards outlined
in the New York state open data handbook pursuant to executive order 95
of 2013.

8 4. The conmmssioner of taxation and finance shall report on the
results of the studies in this act within one year of the effective date
of this act, and shall submit such report to the governor, the temporary
president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the
senate |ocal governnment conmittee and the chair of the assenbly rea
property taxation comnittee.

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



