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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BIAGE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to prohib-
iting ear clipping and tail docking of dogs and cats unl ess deened
medi cal |y necessary to protect the Iife or health of the dog or cat

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The section headi ng and subdivision 1 of section 365 of the
agriculture and markets |aw, as anended by chapter 458 of the | aws of
1985, are anended to read as foll ows:

Cipping or cutting the ears of dogs and cats. 1. \hoever clips or
cuts off or causes or procures another to clip or cut off the whole or
any part of an ear of any dog or cat unless an anesthetic shall have
been given to the dog or cat and the operation performed by a |licensed
veterinari an who deens such operation nedically necessary to protect the
life or health of the dog or cat, is guilty of a mi sdemeanor, punishable
by inprisonment for not nore than one year, or a fine of not nore than
one thousand dollars, or by both.

§ 2. The agriculture and markets law is anended by adding a new
section 365-a to read as foll ows:

8§ 365-a. Docking dog and cat tails; unlawful. 1. Any person who cuts
the bone, tissue, nuscles or tendons of the tail of any dog or cat, or
ot herwi se operates upon it in any manner for the purpose or wth the
effect of docking or otherwise altering the natural carriage or |ength
of the tail, or assists, procures, pronpbtes or encourages such cutting
or operation for reasons other than to protect the life or health of the
dog or cat as deened necessary by a duly licensed veterinarian, is guil-
ty of a nisdeneanor punishable by a fine of not nore than five hundred
doll ars.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. The provisions of this section shal

not apply to any dog or

cat ,

person who is the owner or possessor of any dog or cat whose tai

has

been certified as having been docked,

cut or altered prior to August

fi

rst, two thousand twenty-one.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.



