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I NG MARTUCCI, MATTERA, OBERACKER, PALUMBO, RAMOS, REI CHLI N- MELNI CK

SKOUFI' S, STAVI SKY, STEC -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Parks and Recreation -- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered

reprinted as amended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation law, in
relation to establishing the "New York state two hundred fiftieth
comrenoration act"; to anmend the state finance law, in relation to
establishing the New York state two hundred fiftieth comenoration
comm ssion fund; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon
expi ration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and cited as the "New
York state two hundred fiftieth commenoration act"”.

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that New
York played an i mense role in the lead up to and execution of the Anmer-
ican Revolution during the period of 1774-1783, and was the site of
several inportant battles, skirnm shes and other events that were inter-
nationally significant during the Revolutionary era. The Anerican Revo-
lution itself was inperfect and nany, including wonen, African Aneri-
cans, and Native Anericans, did not benefit fromits ideals of liberty
and freedom However, the struggle to fully realize the ideals of the
Revol ution has continued over the past 250 years as is evident in New
York's leading role in such revolutionary civil rights novenents as the
worren' s rights and abolitioni st novenents, the underground railroad, and
the LGBTQ novenent.

The legislature further finds that the Bicentennial of the American
Revolution in 1976 drew i nternational attention and attendance at events
and sites across New York and the nation and had a lasting inmpact on

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
LBD01326- 04- 1



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 4410--A 2

hi storical education and public history. The legislature further finds
that the commenoration of the 250th anniversary of the American Revo-
lution should also be an occasion for recognition of New York's vital
role in the Revolution itself as well as the ongoing struggle of margi-
nal i zed groups to achieve the ideals of the Revolution. This conmem
oration should be statewide, involving all the people of the state
t hrough i magi native and innovative prograns, grants, events, exhibits,
new and expanded facilities, and narketing to engage the people of the
nation and fromall parts of the world.

The legislature further finds that the 250th anniversary and the years
proceeding it offers great opportunity to educate and inspire the people
of the state to increase recognition and appreciation of New York's role
in the American Revol ution and subsequent civil rights struggles as well
as the conplex nature of the state and nation's history with regards to
the ideals of I|iberty and freedom Therefore, it is the intention of
the legislature to establish a commission for planning and devel opnent
for the conmrenoration of the 250th anniversary of the Anerican Revo-
lution in New York state to take place in coordination with the nationa
cel ebration.

8 3. The parks, recreation and historic preservation |law is anended by
addi ng a new section 14.12 to read as foll ows:

8 14.12 New York state two hundred fiftieth commenoration conm SSion
1. As used in this section, the following terns shall nean and incl ude:

(a) "Commi ssion" neans the New York state two hundred fiftieth conmenm
oration comrission created by subdivision two of this section.

(b) "Cost" means the cost of an approved project, which shall include
education, planning and program services, engineering and architectura
services, plans and specifications, consultant and | egal services, and
other direct expenses incident to such project less any federal assist-
ance received or to be received, and any other assistance from other
parties.

(c) "Facility" nmeans any structure or site inprovenent.

(d) "Federal assistance" neans funds available, other than by |oan,
from the federal governnent, either directly or through allocation by
the state for construction or program purposes pursuant to any federa
| aw or program

(e) "Heritage organization" neans a not-for-profit historic site,
hi storical society, battlefield, historic park, history-based nuseum
friends groups, library, archive, academ c institute, historical anni-
versary organi zation, historical awareness group or Native Anmerican
cultural center whose nmission is to preserve and pronote the history of
a locale, region, people, or the entirety of the state.

(f) "Municipality" nmeans a local public authority or public benefit
corporation, state agency, state public authority, state public benefit
corporation, county, city, town, village, Indian tribe or nation resid-
ing within the state, or any conbination thereof. The termnunicipality
shall also include a school district and any supervisory district.

(g) "Not-for-profit corporation” neans a corporation forned pursuant
to the not-for-profit corporation law and qualified for tax-exenpt
status under the federal Internal Revenue Code.

(h) "State assistance paynent" neans the paynent of npnies by the
state for projects authorized by the New York state two hundred fiftieth
conmenpration conm ssion fund pursuant to section ninety-five-j of the
state finance | aw

2. (a) The office shall create the New York state two hundred fiftieth
conmmenoration commission. Fromthe effective date of this section until
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Decenber thirty-first, two thousand thirty-three, such conmi ssion shal
develop, plan, pronpte and coordinate activities to conmmenprate the two
hundred fiftieth anniversary of the Anerican Revolution. Such activities
shall include but not be limted to:

(i) making heritage organizations the focal points for the conmmem
oration;

(ii) coordinating foruns across the state to seek ideas from the
public on the comenpration including how New Yorkers, Anericans and
those fromother countries nmay cel ebrate such anniversary;

(iii) coordinating with civic, educational and heritage organizations
to develop public interest and involvenent in the planning and devel op-
nent of the commenopration;

(iv) pronoting and encouraging educational outreach prograns using
nedia and technology including electronic conmmunications to achieve
national and international inpact;

(v) coordinating the planning of conmenorative events for all inter-
ested communities throughout the state;

(vi) inviting other interested states and nations to participate in
prograns and events for the commenoration;

(vii) coordinating and pronoting the holding of high profile, non-go-
vernnment neetings, conferences, seninars and conventions in interested
conmuni ties using such anniversary as an attraction and thene;

(viii) coordinating and pronpting the holding of comunity engagenent
and educational events in interested conmunities using such anniversary
as an attraction and thene;

(ix) seeking funding fromprivate individuals, foundations and corpo-
rations to support capital inprovenents, preservation and conservation
needs associated with events and sites commenprating such anniversary;

(x) coordinating and cooperating wth state entities and tourist
pronotion agencies, as defined in article five-A of the econonic devel -
opnent | aw;

xi) coordinating and cooperating with local, state and federal enti-
ties including those relating to heritage area pronption and any federa
conm ssion created to participate in planning and devel opnent of such
anni versary observance

(xii) setting goals and benchmarks for the work of the commi ssion; and

(xiii) doing all other actions necessary and appropriate as related to
paragraphs (i) through (xii) of this paragraph.

(b) The commi ssion shall coordinate and consult with the New York
state mlitary nuseum and veterans research center, Saratoga nationa
historical park, Chanplain Valley National Heritage Partnership, Erie
Canalway National Heritage Corridor, Maurice D. H nchey Hudson River
Valley National Heritage Area, Niagara Falls National Heritage Area,
Humanities New York, Association of Public Hi storian of New York State,
the Preservation League of New York State, national historic |andnarks,
national historic |andnmark stewardship organi zations and simlar organ-
izations in the devel opnent, planning, pronotion and coordination of
activities to comenporate the two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the
Anerican Revol uti on;

(c) (i) The conmi ssion shall consist of thirteen voting nenbers to be
appointed as foll ows:

(1) the commi ssioner or his or her duly designated representative;

(2) the commi ssioner of the departnent of education or his or her duly

desi gnated representative;
(3) the president and chief executive officer of enpire state devel op-

nent or his or her duly designated representative; and
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(4) one nenber from each of the ten regional econonm c devel opnent
councils throughout the state of whom four nenbers shall be appointed by
the governor, two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate., two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the
assenbly, one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the
senate and one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority leader of the
assenbly.

(ii) The comm ssion shall consist of the follow ng non-voting nenbers
to be appointed as foll ows:

(1) a duly designated representative from each of the Cayuga
Nation, the Oneida Indian Nation, the Onondaga Indian Nation, the Saint
Regi s Mohawk Tribe, the Seneca Nation of |ndians, the Shinnecock |ndian
Nation, the Stockbridge-Minsee Community Band of ©Mbhican Indians, the
Tonawanda Band of Seneca, and the Tuscarora Nation; and

(2) the New York state historian.

d) Such appointees shall have a professional background in one or

nore of the following fields: l|ocal governnent historian, acadenic
hi storian, nuseum professional, social studies teacher or professor
tourism professional, archeoloqgist, anthropologist, or other expertise

inthe field of New York state history and/or historic preservation

(e) The commi ssioner and the conm ssioner of the departnent of educa-
tion shall be co-chairpersons of the conmmssion. Vacancies in the
nenbership of the commi ssion and anpong its officers shall be filled in
the sanme manner provided for original appointnents. The state historian
and staff of the office of state history shall be deened the staff of
the conm ssion.

(f) A majority of the nenbers of the conmission shall constitute a
quorum

(g) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this subdivision
fromany funds which may becone available for such purpose.

(h) The commi ssion shall hold a neeting at | east once each quarter

3. The conmi ssion shall have the power:

(a) to sue and be sued;

(b) to prepare., publish and disseninate information or reports to
highlight for state agencies, |local governnents, and the general public
issues, problens, and opportunities relevant to the two hundred fiftieth
anni versary of the Anerican Revol ution;

c) to make and execute contracts and all other instrunents necessar
or convenient for the exercise of its duties and functions under this
section;

(d) to assist local governnments and other appropriate organizations to
plan commenorations of the two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the Aner-
ican Revolution, and to do this, as far as possible, through cooperation
and through technical assistance, including planning assistance, |egal
assistance, training, citizen education and participation assistance,

and assistance in preparation of grant applications to other entities.
(e) to contract for professional and technical assistance and advice;

(f) to apply for and receive fromthe federal and state governnent and
public and private agencies, funds to acconplish the purposes of the
conm ssion and to solicit, receive and utilize gifts and donati ons of
any kind fromany source; and to accept gifts, grants., loans, or
contributions from and enter into contracts or other transactions wth,
the United States and the state or any conm ssion of either of them any
nmunicipality, any public or private corporation or any other legal enti-
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ty for the purpose of the connmission pursuant to this section, which
shall be deposited in the New York state two hundred fiftieth comem
oration conmm ssion fund established pursuant to section ninety-five-j of
the state finance | aw

(g) to conduct historical, economic and cultural studies;

h) to conduct education prograns;

(i) to make recommendations regarding necessary facilities related to
heritage organi zations, historical signs, and nonunents;

(j) to assist individuals, corporations, heritage organizations and
other public entities on ways to protect and pronpote the heritage
resources of the state;

(k) to prepare an annual report on the conduct of its activities which
shall include a recommended budget for the next year;

(1) to serve a coordinating role in wutilizing the capabilities of
other organizations to carry out the duties prescribed in this section
and

(M to exercise and perform such other powers and duties as shall have
been or nmay be conferred by | aw

4. (a) The conmi ssion shall develop a strategic plan, an econonic
plan. an education plan and a financial plan which shall contain state-
wide plans for comenprating the state's role in the founding of the
nation and the ensuing two hundred fifty years of history.

(b) Such plans shall be consistent with the state historic preserva-
tion plan, the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor preservation and
managenent plan, the Chanplain Valley National Heritage Partnership
nmanagenent plan, the N agara Falls National Heritage Area nanagenent
plan., the Hudson River Valley Greenway strategic plan, and the Hudson-
Hoosic Rivers Partnership stewardship plan, as such plans are anended.

(c) Such strategic plan shall include, but shall not be limted to,. a
survey or inventory of the following, together with the establishnent of
managenent priorities therefor: (i) historic, cultural and other herit-

age resources; ii) scenic resources; and (iii) educational and recre-
ational resources.
(d) Such economc plan shall include but not be limted to: (i) a

tourism plan with elenents of branding, narketing and pronotion; and
(ii) a strategy for long-termfinancial sustainability and stewardship
of the state's heritage organi zations.

(e) Such education plan shall include but not be |linited to publica-
tions, teaching aids, exhibits, prograns and guided activities.

(f) Such financial plan shall include but not be limted to an item
ized estimate of funds or appropriations for the inplenentation of such
pl ans.

(g) Wthin twelve nonths of the effective date of this section the
conm ssion shall vote to finalize such plans. A copy of such approved

pl ans shall be provided to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly.

h) The comm ssion shall propose anendnents to such plans described in
this subdivision as they are deened to be necessary and appropriate.

5. To effectuate the purposes of this section, the conmni ssion may
request fromany departnent., board., bureau, comm ssion or other agency
of the state, and the sane are authorized to provide, such cooperation
and assistance, services and data as will enable the conmission to prop-
erly carry out its functions pursuant to this section.

6. In administering the provisions of this section, the conm ssion
shall request such funds or appropriations fromsuch financial plan
annually for inclusion in the executive budget:;
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7. In adnministering the provisions of this section, the conm ssion
nmay, in the nane of the state, as further provided within this section,
contract to nake, within the linmtations of appropriations available
therefor, state assistance paynents to a nmunicipality toward the cost of
a project approved and to be undertaken pursuant to this section. or to
a not-for-profit heritage organization toward the costs of a project
approved and to be undertaken pursuant to this section. Such contracts

shall be subject to approval by the state conptroller and, as to form
by the attorney general

8. In administering the provisions of this section, the conm ssion
nay, in the nane of the state, enter into contracts, within the limta-
tions of appropriations available therefor, with not-for-profit corpo-
rations, public benefit corporations, and private contractors for
services contenplated by this section and to be funded by the New York
state two hundred fiftieth conmenpration commssion fund pursuant to
section ninety-five-j of the state finance |law. Such contracts shall be
subject to approval by the state conptroller and, as to form by the
attorney general.

9. In admnistering the provisions of this section, the conm ssion
shall approve vouchers for the paynments pursuant to an approved contract
fromsuch fund. Al such paynents shall be paid on the audit and warrant
of the state conptroller

10. A nmunicipality shall have the power and authority to:

a) undertake and carry out an roject for which state assistance
paynments pursuant to a contract are received or are to be received
pursuant to this section and to maintain and operate such project;

(b) expend noney received fromthe state pursuant to this section for
costs incurred in conjunction with the approved project; and

(c) perform other and further acts as may be necessary, proper or
desirable to carry out a project or obligation, duty or function related
pursuant to this section.

§ 4. The state finance |aw is anmended by adding a new section 95-j to
read as foll ows:

8 95-j. The New York state two hundred fiftieth conmenprati on conm s-
sion fund. 1. There is hereby established in the joint custody of the
state conptroller and the conmi ssioner of taxation and finance a fund to
be known as the "New York state two hundred fiftieth conmmenpration
conm ssion fund".

2. Moneys in such fund shall consist of all noneys appropriated for
the purpose of such fund, donations to the New York state two hundred
fiftieth comenoration comr ssion created by section 14.12 of the parks,
recreation and historic preservation law and all npneys appropriated
credited or transferred thereto fromany other fund or source pursuant
to law. Any interest received by the conptroller on noney on deposit in
the fund shall be retained in and becone part of the fund.

3. Mneys wthin such fund shall be nmade available to the New York
state two hundred fiftieth conmmenprati on comm ssion for paynent of costs
and expenditures for the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) no nore than ten percent annually for the operation and activities
of such conmmi ssi on;

(b) no less than forty-five percent annually directed to the New York
state nmuseum for grants to nmunicipalities and not-for-profit heritage
organi zations for historic programmng. preservation and natural area
protection and managenent relating to the New York state two hundred
fiftieth coomenorations, and other heritage projects like the under-
ground railroad, wonen's suffrage, and civil rights sites as such
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conm ssion shall identify through its strategic plan as described in
paragraph (c) of subdivision four of section 14.12 of the parks, recre-
ation and historic preservation law. This grant program shall be adnin-
istered by the office of state history; and

(c) no less than forty-five percent annually directed to the office of
parks, recreation and historic preservation for capital inprovenents for
the state's historic sites and progranm ng, preservation and outreach
relating to the New York state two hundred fiftieth commenorations.

4. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by such comn ssion.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed Decenber 31, 2033.




