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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 2, 2021

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to paynents
associated with the conversion of land subject to an agricultura
assessnent by virtue of oil or gas exploration or extraction activity
or sol ar devel opment

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 301 of the agriculture and markets
law, as anended by chapter 565 of the | aws of 2003, is amended to read
as foll ows:

5. "[@4—=gas] Solar or wnd [ expl—ei—aidoeh—] devel opnent [ e+
extractioen] activities" neans the installation and use of fixtures and
equi prrent which are necessary for the [expleratioen-] devel opnent [e+

extraction] of [ei——rnatural—gas] solar or wind energy, including but
not limted to, access roads, [&tHrg—apparatus—purping—iacitties—

pipelines-] solar panels and w nd turbines.
8§ 2. Subparagraph (iv) of paragraph d of subdivision 1 of section 305

of the agriculture and nmarkets | aw, as anended by chapter 565 of the
| aws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

(iv) If such land or any portion thereof is converted to a use other
than for agricultural production by virtue of [eHs—gas] solar or wnd
[ exploeration-] devel opnent, |[er—exi+ractien—activty] or by virtue of a
taki ng by em nent domain or other involuntary proceeding other than a
tax sale, the land or portion so converted shall not be subject to
paynents. If the land so converted constitutes only a portion of a
parcel described on the assessnent roll, the assessor shall apportion
the assessnent, and adjust the agricultural assessnent attributable to
the portion of the parcel not subject to such conversion by subtracting
the proportionate part of the agricultural assessment attributable to
the portion so converted. Provided further that land within an agricul -
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tural district and eligible for an agricultural assessnent shall not be
considered to have been converted to a use other than for agricultura
production solely due to the conveyance of [eiH——sgas] solar or wnd
rights associated with that |and.

8 3. Paragraph c¢ of subdivision 2 of section 306 of the agriculture
and markets |aw, as anended by chapter 565 of the laws of 2003, is
amended to read as foll ows:

c. If such and or any portion thereof is converted by virtue of [eH—
gas| solar or w nd [expleration-] devel opnent, [e+—extracti-on—activty]
or by virtue of a taking by em nent domain or other involuntary proceed-
ing other than a tax sale, the land or portion so converted shall not be
subj ect to paynments. If land so converted constitutes only a portion of
a parcel described on the assessnment roll, the assessor shall apportion
the assessnent, and adjust the agricultural assessment attributable to
the portion of the parcel not subject to such conversion by subtracting
the proportionate part of the agricultural assessment attributable to
the portion so converted. Provided further that |and outside an agricul -
tural district and eligible for an agricultural assessnent pursuant to
this section shall not be considered to have been converted to a use
other than for agricultural production solely due to the conveyance of
[ ei+—gas] solar or wind rights associated with that | and.

8 4. The conm ssioner of agriculture and markets, in consultation with
t he conmmi ssioner of environnental conservation and the New York state
energy research and developnment authority, shall within one hundred
eighty days of the effective date of +this section, nake regulations
regarding the conversion of |ands subject to an agricultural assessnent
by virtue of solar devel opment, which protect and preserve prine and
unique farmand and farnland of statew de inportance as such terns are
defined in 7 CF. R § 657.5, encourage the devel opnent of solar activ-
ities on marginal soils, and mininize the | oss of forested | and.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw Effective immediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date



