OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

3820

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 31, 2021

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to authorizing any regis-
tered voter to vote by absentee ball ot

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1, paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 and subdivi-
sions 3 and 4 of section 8-400 of the election |law, subdivision 1 as
anended by chapter 139 of the |Iaws of 2020, paragraph (c) of subdivision
2 as anended by chapter 321 of the laws of 1988, subdivisions 3 and 4 as
amended by chapter 63 of the |laws of 2010, and subparagraph (iii) of
paragraph (c) of subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 375 of the | aws of
2015, are anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onmitted.
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' j i j -] (a) Any person who is registered to
vote may vote by absentee ballot.

(b) A registered voter may not vote in person if the voter filed an
application to vote by absentee ballot.

(c) Al applications nmust be nmailed to the board of el ections not
| ater than the seventh day before the election for which a ballot is
first requested or delivered to such board not l|ater than the day
[ before] of such el ection.

3. The application for an absentee ballot when filed nust contain in
each instance the follow ng information

(a) Applicant's full name, date of birth, and residence address,
i ncluding the street and nunber, if any, rural delivery route, if any,
mailing address if different fromthe residence address and his or her
town or city and an address to which the ballot shall be nail ed.

(b) A statenent that the applicant is a qualified and registered
vot er.

gr—seoni-red—

3] Such application shall permt the applicant to apply for an
absentee ballot for either a primary election or the general election in
any year and for those persons who will be continuously absent from
their county of residence during the period between the fall prinmary
election and the general election in any year to apply for ballots for
bot h such el ections in such year. A voter who applies for an absentee
ballot shall be sent an absentee ballot for any special election or
winter primary that occurs during the period of absence specified in the
application

4. [ A~veter—vwhe—clairs—peormonent—-Hness—orphysieal—disabi- ] Any
voter my nake application for an absentee ballot and the right to
receive an absentee ballot for each election thereafter as provided

hereip wi t hout further application[r——by——i+L+ng-%+%h——%he——bea#d—e¥

by—the—voter]. Upon filing of such application the board of elections
shall cause the registration records of the voter to be nmarked [=—Rerra—
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“] "permanent absentee"” and thereafter shall send an
absentee ballot for each succeeding primary, special or general election
to such voter at his or her |ast known address by first class mail with
a request to the postal authorities not to forward such ballot but to
return it in five days in the event that it cannot be delivered to the
addressee. The nmailing of such ballot for each election shall continue
until such voter's registration is cancell ed.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 8-400 of the election |law, as anended by
chapter 63 of the | aws of 2010, paragraph (c) as anended by chapter 375
of the laws of 2015, is anended to read as foll ows:

who is registered to

di-stri-et——of—Hhi-s—or—her—esi-dence~] (a) Any person
vote may vote by absentee ballot.

(b) A reqgistered voter may not vote in person if the voter filed an
application to vote by absentee ballot.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmedi ately; provided, however, that
t he amendnents to subdivision 1 of section 8-400 of the election |aw
made by section one of this act shall be subject to the expiration and
reversion of such subdivision pursuant to section 2 of chapter 139 of
the laws of 2020, as anended, when upon such date the provisions of
section two of this act shall take effect.




