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STATE OF NEW YORK

3761

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2021

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Labor

AN ACT directing the commi ssioner of labor to conduct a |abor narket
study and establishing a tenporary |abor task force for home care and
hospi ce services and occupations in New York State; and providing for
the repeal of certain provisions upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The conmi ssioner of |abor and the comm ssioner of health
shall jointly wundertake a nmarket study to exam ne and make reconmenda-
tions regarding conpetitive [|abor market factors, rei mbur senent,
progranms and other state policy actions necessary to support recruitnent
and retention of the hone care and hospice workforce in the broader,
conmpetitive health |abor market.

Such study shall examine differentials in conpensation, benefits and
ot her enpl oynent factors in home care and hospice in conparison to other
heal th care and enpl oyment nmarkets which conpete for the sanme workforce
including but not limted to hospitals and nursing facilities, and for
conparabl e disciplines which include direct care aides, registered
prof essi onal nurses, |licensed practical nurses, physical therapists,
occupational therapists, speech pathol ogists, social workers, respir-
atory therapists, audiologists and other health care practitioners which
the commissioner of Jlabor in consultation wth the conm ssioner of
health shall determ ne

In conducting such study and preparing recomendations, the comm s-
sioners shall seek the input of representatives of the aforementioned
providers and health care personnel, managed care plans, statew de asso-
ciations representative of providers and workforce, the center for
health workforce studies of the state university of New York, and the
New York state area health education centers program
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On or before Novenmber 1, 2021, the commi ssioner of |abor shall report
jointly wth the comm ssioner of health to the governor and |egislature
on the results of such study, together wth recomendations for
rei mbursenent, programs and policy nodifications to support hone care
and hospice conpetitive positions for recruitnment and retention of a
direct care health | abor workforce in the broader health [|abor market
capabl e of neeting community need.

§ 2. The comm ssioner of labor, in consultation with the director of
the office for aging and the conm ssioners of health, education and
mental health, or their agency designees, shall forma task force to
establish and inplenent a statewi de hone care and hospice workforce
| abor devel opnent and marketing programto encourage occupational inter-
est and participation in these essential fields to nmeet the community
need for these vital services.

The task force shall exam ne the spectrum of possible entry points
into the home care and hospice fields, including but not limted to
entry points in secondary schools, occupational schools and prograns,
community colleges, four vyear colleges and universities, professiona
school s of nursing, social work and other health care disciplines, and
retiree venues.

The task force shall develop and inplenment, wth jurisdictiona
contributions fromeach state agency nenber, a conprehensive plan that
provides information about entry, practice, career devel opnent, and
occupational need and value in honme care and hospice. Such plan shal
al so assist educational settings and providers with informational nmate-
rials and resources to further this goal, including but not limted to:
witten and nultinedia nmaterial, web based resources, public service
announcenents, hone care/ hospice enphasis at local job fairs, billboard
and other comunity advertisenent, engagenent of area health education
centers, support for provider recruitnment and training, state and
regi onal conferencing, and other neans.

The task force shall be co-chaired by the conm ssioner of |abor and
the director of the state office for aging, or their agency designees.
The task force shall convene not later than sixty days after this act
shal |l have becone | aw, and shall nmeet no less frequently than bi-nmonthly
for the first year. The task force shall submit an interimreport to the
governor and legislature on its activities and recommendati ons not |ater
than six nmonths after it convenes. In conducting the task force, the
co-chairs shall seek the input of representatives of hone care, hospice
managed care plans, area health education centers, and direct care
di sci pl i nes.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately, provided that section two
of this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed on and after January 31,
2024.



