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STATE OF NEW YORK

3717

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 30, 2021

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to special
desi gnation for veterans on driver's |licenses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a-1) of subdivision 1 of section 504 of the
vehicle and traffic law, as anmended by chapter 490 of the | aws of 2019,
is anended to read as foll ows:

(a-1) Every license or renewal thereof issued to an applicant who was
a menber of the arnmed forces of the United States and who (i) received
an honorabl e di scharge or was rel eased therefromunder honorable condi-
tions, or (ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section three
hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge other
than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, or (iii) is a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive Ilaw, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (iv) was a nenber of the Nationa
GQuard or mlitary reserves who served at |east twenty years, shall, upon
his or her request and subm ssion of proof as set forth herein, contain
a distinguishing mark, in such formas the conmi ssioner shall determ ne,
i ndicating that he or she is a veteran. Such proof shall consist of a
certificate of release or discharge fromactive duty including but not
limted to a DD Form 214, or in the case of a National Guard nenber an
NGB22 Formindicating twenty yvears of service, or in the case of a mli-
tary reservist a DD Form 256 and a Notification of Eligibility for
Retired Pay letter, or other proof satisfactory to the conm ssioner. The
conmi ssioner shall not require fees for the issuance of such |icenses or
renewal s thereof to persons requesting a veteran distinguishing mark
which are different from fees otherw se required; provided, however,
that notw t hstanding the provisions of this section, the conmm ssioner
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shall not require fees for a duplication or anendnent of a |license prior
to its renewal if such duplication or anmendnent was solely for the
pur pose of adding a veteran distinguishing mark to such |icense.

8 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 of section 490 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anended by chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(b) The identification card shall contain a distinguishing nunber or
mar k and adequat e space upon which an anatom cal gift, pursuant to arti-
cle forty-three of the public health Iaw, by the hol der may be recorded
and shall contain such other information and shall be issued in such
formas the comn ssioner shall determ ne; provided, however, every iden-
tification card or renewal thereof issued to a person under the age of
twenty-one years shall have prominently inmprinted thereon the statenent
"UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE" in notably distinctive print or format.
Provi ded, further, however, that every identification card issued to an
applicant who was a nenber of the arned forces of the United States and
(i) received an honorable discharge or was released therefrom under
honorabl e conditions, or (ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined in
section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or di shonorable fromsuch service, or
(iii) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred
fifty of the executive |law, and has received a discharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, (iv) or was a nenber of the
National Guard or mlitary reserves who served at least twenty vyears

shall, wupon his or her request and subm ssion of proof as set forth
herein, contain a distinguishing mark, in such formas the com ssioner
shall determine, indicating that he or she is a veteran. Such proof

shall consist of a certificate of release or discharge fromactive duty
including but not limted to a DD Form 214, or in the case of a National
Guard nmenber an NGB22 Formindicating twenty yvears of service, or in the
case of a mlitary reservist a DD Form 256 and a Notification of Eligi-
bility for Retired Pay letter, or other proof satisfactory to the
comm ssioner. The conm ssioner shall not require fees for the issuance
of such identification cards or renewals thereof to persons under twen-
ty-one years of age which are different fromthe fees required for the
i ssuance of identification cards or renewals thereof to persons twenty-
one years of age or over, nor fees to persons requesting a veteran
di stinguishing mark which are different fromfees that would otherw se
be required. Provided, however, that notwi thstanding the provisions of
section four hundred ninety-one of this article, the comm ssioner shal
not require any fees for the duplication or anendnent of an identifica-
tion card prior toits renewal if such duplication or anendnment was
solely for the purpose of adding a veteran distinguishing mark to such
identification card

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




