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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 29, 2021

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Ethics and Internal CGover-
nance

AN ACT to anmend the public officers law, in relation to the accessibil-
ity of public hearings and neetings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 74-a of the public officers law, as added by chap-
ter 368 of the laws of 1977, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 74-a. Duty of public officers regardi ng [the—physically—handicapped]
accessibility. 1. It shall be the duty of each public officer responsi-
ble for the scheduling or siting of any public hearing to nake reason-
able efforts to ensure (a) that such hearings are held in facilities
that permt barrier-free physical access to the physically handi capped,
as defined in subdivision five of section fifty of the public buildings
law__and (b) that services of a qualified interpreter, if available, are
provided at such public hearings at no charge to persons who are deaf or
hard of hearing upon witten request to the public officer responsible
for the scheduling or siting of the public hearing within a reasonable
time prior to such hearing. If interpreter services are requested, the
public officer responsible for the scheduling or siting of the public
hearing shall engage the services of a qualified interpreter, if avail-
able, to interpret the proceeding to, and the testinony of such persons
who are deaf or hard of hearing; provided, however, that such action
does not inpose an undue hardship on the public body holding such hear-
ing.

2. (a) Such public officers shall have the power and it shall be their
individual duty to equip any roons used for public hearings which accom
nodate nore than one hundred persons with an assistive listening system
for use by the deaf or hard of hearing; provided, however, that such
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action does not inpose an undue hardship on the public body equipping
such roons.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, the term"assistive listening
systenl shall nmean situational -personal acoustic comunication equi pnent
designed to inprove the transm ssion and auditory reception of sound.
Such system shall include but not be linted to the use of standard
anplitude nodulation (AM, frequency nodulation (FM, audio induction
loop, infrared light sound, or hard wire systens.

8§ 2. Subdivision (d) of section 103 of the public officers law, as
added by chapter 40 of the laws of 2010, is relettered subdivision (g)
and two new subdivisions (h) and (i) are added to read as follows:

(h) Public bodies shall nake or cause to be nade all reasonable
efforts to ensure that services of a qualified interpreter, if avail-
able, are provided at neetings at no charge to persons who are deaf or
hard of hearing upon witten request to the public body within a reason-
able tinme prior to such neeting. If interpreter services are requested,
the public body shall engage the services of a qualified interpreter, if
available, to interpret the proceedings of the neeting; provided, howev-
er, that such action does not inpose an undue hardship on the public
body hol di ng such neeting.

(i) (1) Public bodies shall have the power and it shall be their
collective duty to equip neeting roons which acconmbdate nore than one
hundred persons with an assistive listening systemfor use by the deaf
or hard of hearing; provided, however, that such action does not inpose
an _undue hardship on the public body equipping such roons.

(2) For purposes of this section, the term "assistive |listening
systenl shall nmean situational -personal acoustic comruni cation equi pnent
designed to inprove the transnission and auditory reception of sound.
Such system shall include but not be limted to the use of standard
anplitude nodulation (AM., frequency nodulation (FM . audio induction
loop., infrared light sound, or hard wire systens.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




