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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 27, 2021

I ntroduced by Sens. COVRIE, PARKER, SEPULVEDA -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Trans-
portation -- recommtted to the Comrittee on Transportation in accord-
ance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- reported favorably fromsaid
committee, ordered to first and second report, ordered to a third
readi ng, passed by Senate and delivered to the Assenbly, recalled,
vote reconsidered, restored to third reading, anmended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to policies and proce-
dures regardi ng death notifications

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 840 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. The council shall, in addition:

(a) Develop, maintain and dissenminate, in collaboration with the
office of victimservices, a nodel law enforcenent death notification
policy setting forth recommended policies and procedures regarding
in-person death notifications to a deceased individual's next of Kkin
Such policies and procedures shall make provisions for education and
training of current and new police officers in the planning, prepara-
tion, and delivery of in-person death notifications, including but not
limted to, policies and procedures for:

(i) the identification of the deceased individual, the collection of
accurate infornmation regarding the deceased individual, and the iden-
tification of the deceased individual's next of kin; and

(ii) the actual delivery of in-person death notifications to the
deceased's next of kin within twenty-four hours following the identifi-
cation of such individual:; provided, however, such policies and proce-
dures shall provide that, in the event that an in-person death notifica-
tion cannot be provided to the deceased individual's next of kin within
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such tinmefrane, the failure or delay of such notification shall be docu-
nented and such notification shall instead be nade as soon as practica-
bl e.

(b) Recommend to the governor rules and regulations with respect to
the establishnent and inplenentation on an ongoing basis of a training
program for all current and new police officers regarding the policies
and procedures established pursuant to this subdivision, along wth
recommendations for periodic retraining of police officers.

(c) Dissenmnate the nodel |law enforcenent death notification policy
promul gated in accordance with this subdivision to all police depart-
nents in this state and develop a nodel training programfor all current
and new police officers regarding the policies and procedures estab-
| i shed pursuant to such subdivi sion

§ 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 214-h to
read as foll ows:

8§ 214-h. Model |aw enforcenent death notification policy. The super-
intendent, in collaboration with the office of victim services, shall
for all nmenbers of the division of state police:

1. Develop., mnmuintain and disseninate a nodel |aw enforcenent death
notification policy setting forth reconmended policies and procedures
regarding in-person death notifications to a deceased individual's next
of kin. Such policies and procedures shall nmake provisions for education
and training of current and new police officers in the planning, prepa-
ration, and delivery of in-person death notifications, including but not
limted to, policies and procedures for:

(a) the identification of the deceased individual, the collection of
accurate information regarding the deceased individual, and the iden-
tification of the deceased individual's next of kin; and

(b) the actual delivery of in-person death notifications to the
deceased individual's next of kin within twenty-four hours follow ng the
identification of such individual; provided, however, such policies and
procedures shall provide that, in the event that an in-person death
notification cannot be provided to the deceased individual's next of kin
within such tinefrane, the failure or delay of such notification shal
be docunented and such notification shall instead be nade as soon as
practi cabl e.

2. Recommend to the governor rules and regulations with respect to the
establishnent and inplenentation on an ongoing basis of a training
program for all current and new police officers regarding the policies
and procedures established pursuant to this section, along with recom
nmendations for periodic retraining of police officers.

3. Dissenminate the nodel |aw enforcenent death notification policy
promul gated in accordance with this section to all nenbers of the state
police and develop a nodel training programfor all current and new
police officers regarding the policies and procedures established pursu-
ant to such section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective immediately, the addition, anend-
nment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conmpl eted on or before such effective date.




