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STATE OF NEW YORK

2924

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 26, 2021

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, ADDABBO, COWRIE, GALLIVAN -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the public service law and the state finance law, in
relation to enacting the accessible electronic information act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "accessible electronic information act".

8 2. Legislative finding. The National Federation of the Blind estab-
lished the NFB-NEWSLINE to increase the ability of visually inpaired
individuals to receive information provided by newspapers, magazines,
journals and other print media which are traditionally unavailable in a
limted electronic broadcast. Since 2002, this vital service has
provided visually inmpaired New Yorkers with information on job |istings,
sel f-hel p magazi nes, do-it-yourself guides, political magazi nes, severa
newspapers, TV guide listings, and other literary necessities that al
sighted New Yorkers have enjoyed. This legislation provides a stable
means to bring NEWSLINE to New York

8 3. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 92-j to
read as foll ows:

8 92-j. Accessible electronic information; blind and di sabl ed persons.
1. A qualified not-for-profit entity capable of providing such service
shall provide an accessible electronic information service for eligible
blind and disabled persons. This service shall be planned for continua-
tion fromyear to yvear and nake nmaxi num use of federal, state, private
and other funds available, including obtaining grant or in-kind support
fromappropriate prograns and securing access to lowcost interstate
rates for tel ecomunications by reinbursenent or otherw se

2. As used in this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow
ing neani ngs, unless otherw se indicated:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(a) "Accessible electronic infornmation service" neans news and ot her
tinmely information (including newspapers) provided to eligible individ-
uals from a nmulti-state service center, using high-speed conputers and
tel ecommuni cations technology for interstate acquisition of content and
rapid distribution in a formappropriate for use by such individuals;

(b) "Blind and disabled persons" neans those individuals who are
eligible for library |oan services through the Library of Congress and
the State Library for the Blind and Physically Handi capped pursuant to
36 CFR 701.10(b);

(c) "Director"” neans the director of the selected not-for-profit enti-
ty:

(d) "Qualified entity" neans a not-for-profit entity within this state
capable of providing accessible electronic information services which:

(i) provides interstate access for eligible persons to read daily
newspapers producing audio editions by conputer, and

ii rovides a neans of program administration and reader registra-
tion on the internet.

8 4. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 99-ii to
read as follows:
8 99-ii. Accessible electronic information service fund. 1. There is

hereby established in the custody of the state conptroller a specia
revenue fund to be known as the "accessible electronic information
service fund".

2. Funding for the accessible electronic information service fund
shall be obtained from

a. The Targeted Accessibility Fund, Inc., established by the public
service comission inits "order and opinion 98-10" in an anpbunt deened
appropriate for the purpose of providing electronic distribution of
newspapers, periodicals, tine sensitive materials, and other information
which may be of benefit to the conmmunity; and

b. The New York state conmi ssion for the blind in an anpbunt deened
appropriate by the conmi ssioner for providing electronic distribution of
newspapers, periodicals, tine sensitive materials, and other information
which may be of benefit to the comunity.

3. Nothing contained in this section shall prevent the state from
receiving grants, gifts or bequests and depositing theminto the acces-
sible electronic infornation service fund according to | aw

4. The accessible electronic information service fund shall be adm n-
istered by the public service conmssion, in consultation with the
director and the conm ssioner, in accordance with this section.

5. The public service commi ssion shall require conpanies who provide
tel ecommuni cation services to blind and di sabled persons, as defined in
paragraph (b) of subdivision two of section ninety-two-j of the public
service law, including but not limted to, certified tel econunication
carriers, cable television conpanies that offer tel ephone service, and
other conpanies the public service conmi ssion deens to be a provider of
tel econmmuni cation services, to contribute to the Targeted Accessibility
Fund, Inc. for the purpose of increasing funding to conply with para-
graph a of subdivision tw of this section.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have beconme a |aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made on or before
such effective date.




