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STATE OF NEW YORK

2822

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 25, 2021

Introduced by Sens. SERINO KENNEDY, RITCH E, TEDH SCO -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
I nsur ance

AN ACT directing the superintendent of financial services to study the
rel ati onshi p between patient access to care and treatnent of Lyne
di sease and heal th i nsurance coverage

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislature hereby finds that the increasing nunber of
Lyme disease and tick-borne related diseases in New York state high-
lights the need to exam ne the relationship between patient access to
care and treatnent of Lyme disease and health insurance coverage. Lyne
di sease is one of several tick-borne diseases that may result in synp-

toms including, but not limted to, extrenme and |long-termfatigue,
nausea, depression, and joint pain. Lyne disease is the nobst common
vector-borne illness in the United States and New York is one of a group

of 14 states that account for 95% of <cases in the United States.
According to the New York State Departnent of Health, over 20,000 cases
of Lyme di sease were di agnosed between years 2012 and 2014.

§ 2. The superintendent of financial services, in consultation with
the comm ssioner of health, shall review the status of health insurance
coverage for the treatment of Lynme di sease and other tick-borne rel ated
di seases, and nmake recommendati ons regardi ng potential changes to insur-
ance coverage requirenments and paraneters. Such review shall include,
but not be limted to:

(a) The current range of insurance coverage for the treatnent of Lyne
and other tick-borne rel ated diseases within New York State;

(b) Reasons for insurer denial of coverage for the treatment of Lyne
and ot her tick-borne rel ated di seases;
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(c) Insurance coverage required by other states for the treatnent of
synptons related to Lyne and other tick-borne diseases and their esti-
mat ed costs and paynment nodel s;

(d) The estimated cost of expanding coverage for the treatnent of
synptons related to Lyne di sease and other tick-borne related di seases.

8§ 3. Wthin one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this act,
t he superintendent of financial services shall submit a report to the
governor, tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly of the departnent of financial services' findings, conclusions
and recommendati ons.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



