OCOoO~NOUIWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

2755--C
Cal. No. 1191

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 25, 2021

Introduced by Sens. RAMOS, BAILEY, BENJAM N, BRESLIN, BRI SPORT, BROUK
COVRI E, COONEY, GOUNARDES, HARCKHAM HI NCHEY, HOYLMAN, JACKSON, KRUEG
ER, MANNI ON, MAY, MAYER, RIVERA, SALAZAR, SAVINO SEPULVEDA, STAVI SKY
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to
the Committee on Finance -- comittee discharged, bill anended,
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reported favorably from said conmmittee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, anended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading -- again anmended and
ordered reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing an
advi sory council to effectuate a reduction in child poverty in the
state; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
131-zz to read as foll ows:

8 131-zz. Child poverty reduction. 1. Legislative findings. The
|l egislature hereby declares that New York should take any steps neces-
sary to reduce the overall child poverty rate by fifty percent in the
next ten vears. Nearly three mllion New Yorkers are living in poverty,
eight hundred ninety-five thousand of which are children. In fact, one
in five New York children struggle to neet basic needs, and although
several efforts have been undertaken, the overall poverty rate in New
York has failed to see a reduction over the |ast decade. The legislature

finds that reducing child poverty will protect the health and general
well-being of all New Yorkers. To effectuate this reduction, the child
poverty reduction advisory council shall be established to research

policy ideas, develop best practices, and continually npnitor relevant

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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benchmarks to ensure that New York continues to work towards reducing
child poverty by fifty percent in ten years.

2. Child poverty reduction advisory council established. (a) To effec-
tuate a reduction in child poverty in the state, there is hereby estab-
| i shed an advisory council, to be known as the "child poverty reduction
advisory council", hereafter referred to as the "advisory council". The
advi sory council shall carry out the required acts set forth in subdivi-
sion four of this section.

(b) The nenbers of the advisory council shall be chaired by a repre-
sentative of the executive chanber and the conmi ssioner of the office of
tenporary and disability assistance, or their designees. Ensuring
adequat e geographic representation, nenbers of the advisory counci
shall be appointed in the foll ow ng nanner:

(i) two nmenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

ii) two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(iii) two nenbers shall be appointed by the comm ssioner of the office
of tenporary and disability assistance;

(iv) at least one nenber shall be appointed by the governor from each
of the following entities:

(1) the office of children and fam |y services;

(2) the New York state council on children and famlies:;

(3) the departnent of taxation and finance;

4) a regional econonic devel opnent council

(5) a statewide non-profit poverty advocacy organi zation; and

(6) a non-profit organization with a focus on poverty issues; and

(v) two individuals who are directly inpacted by poverty in the state.

(c) The nenbers of the advisory council shall receive no conpensation

for their services but shall be allowed their actual and necessary
expenses incurred in the perfornance of their duties.
(d) The advisory council shall convene within sixty days after the

effective date of this section. A quorumshall consist of a majority of
the nenbers of the advisory council entitled to vote on the natter under
consideration. Approval of any matter shall require the affirmative vote
of a mpjority of the nenbers voting thereon. The advisory council shal
adopt by-laws for the managenent and requlation of its affairs, includ-
ing the creation of commttees and subconmmittees to effectuate the work
required.

3. Appointnments to the advisory council. (a) Appointnents to the
advi sory council shall be made no later than forty-five days after the
effective date of this section.

(b) If any such appointnent is not nade by such date, the appointing
official may make the appointnent after that date, but such vacant
appointnment shall not count for the calculation of a quorumuntil such
vacancy is filled.

(c) Any vacancies in the advisory council shall be filled in the sane
manner _as the original appointnent was nade.

4. Policy proposal review and recommendations. The advi sory counci
shal | :

(a) develop and publish a tineline, inclusive of vyearly benchnmarks,
for reducing child poverty in the state by fifty percent in ten years.
Such tineline shall be made publicly avail abl e.

(b) consider policy proposals that shall include, but not be linmted
to, the following proposals and release a report outlining the effect
that the enactnment of such proposals may have on the rate of childhood
poverty in New York:
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(i) expanding and strengthening the state's earned incone tax credit
to align with the state's mnimum wage to cover individual taxpayer
identification nunber filers and young, childless adults and to be paid
out quarterly;

(ii) expanding and strengthening the state's child tax credit to
include young children, and to elimnate the mninmumincone threshold;

(iii) expanding work training and enploynment prograns in the state;

iv) expanding access to subsidized housing; and
(v) expanding access to subsidized child care.
(c) investigate the effects that each of the proposals listed in para-

graph (b) of this subdivision may have if enacted by itself, as well as
the effect the proposals may have if enacted in conjunction with the
ot her proposals. The advisory council shall include the cost to the

state related to the inplenentation of such policies, as well as the
projected savings in both the short and long termthat the state could
realize by reducing poverty.

(d) review agency prograns that can be nodified, suspended, or other-
W se changed to imrediately reduce the child poverty rate.

(e) deliver to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly and the
tenporary president of the senate, reports containing the tineline
required pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision, the review of
the policy proposals required pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivi-
sion, the investigation of the effects of such policies pursuant to
paragraph (c) of this subdivision and the review of agency prograns
required pursuant to paragraph (d) of this subdivision on or before six
nonths fromthe effective date of this section.

(f) develop recommendations for additional policies and procedures to
reduce the state's child poverty rate by fifty percent in ten vears from
the effective date of this section. In developing such policies and
procedures, the advisory council shall consider

(i) the disproportionate inpact poverty nay have on various racial
and ethnic communities and what policies nmay assist in alleviating such
disparities:;

(ii) ways to inprove access to public benefits for individuals regard-
less of their inmigration status;

(iii) policies that assist famlies to obtain and nmaintain financial
stability, including policies that assist individuals with educati onal
advancenents as well as securing enploynent that provides a living wage;
and

(iv) any other factors that may inpact a family, parent, or child's
ability to stay above the poverty level, including, but not linmted to:

(1) stability and predictability of incone;

(2) equitable and ready access to prograns;

(3) equitable treatnent across racial, imigration and ethnic groups;

(4) positive environnental conditions;

(5) the individual health and well-being of the parents and children
and

(6) the cost to the state, including the short-term costs of the
prograns and the |l ong-term savings from having such prograns in place.

(g) deliver to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly and the
tenporary president of the senate the recommendations of the advisory
council as required pursuant to paragraph (f) of this subdivision on or
bef ore one year after the effective date of this section.

(h) release bi-annual reports starting June first, tw thousand twen-
ty-two, detailing the progress that the state has nmade in reducing the
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child poverty rate inline with the recomendations set forth in this
subdi vi si on.

(i) collaborate with experts in the field of poverty research, utilize
available data from other relevant statew de studies of poverty, and
solicit input fromstakeholder interests including, but not limted to
persons inpacted by poverty, non-profit organizations that assist those
living in poverty, individuals or organizations that work to end racial
disparities in New York, and child poverty advocacy organi zations. The
advi sory council shall also conduct fornal public hearings, which shal
take place in at least four regions of the state, as defined by the
enpire state devel opnent corporation, and shall be offered during non-
traditional hours to allow for persons unable to normally testify due to
work requirenents to so testify.

5. Inplenentation of recommendations. The legislature may utilize
recommendations provided to prioritize the inplenentation of prograns
and services, as they deem appropriate, that would facilitate the goals
of reducing child poverty by fifty percent over the next ten years from
the effective date of this section.

6. Budget proposal review No later than ten days after the governor
offers any anendnents to the executive budget submission pursuant to
article seven of the constitution, the advisory council shall subnmt to
the chairs of the senate finance commttee and the assenbly ways and
neans conmittee, a report analyzing the proposals contained within the
executive budget subm ssion that are expected by the advisory council to
inpact the child poverty rate.

7. Advisory council staff and agency liaison. (a) The conm ssioner of
the office of tenporary and disability assistance shall designate such
enpl oyees of the office of tenporary and disability assistance as are
reasonably necessary to provide support services to the advisory coun-
cil. The advisory council, acting by the chair of the advisory council
may enpl oy additional staff and consultants, who shall be paid from
anounts nade available to the advisory council for such purpose.

(b) Al state agencies, public authorities, and public benefit corpo-
rations shall provide such assistance as nay be reasonably requested by

the chair of the advisory council. Provided however, any infornation
provi ded shall be kept confidential and shall be used only for the
specific purpose of effectuating the duties of the council

8. Deliberations of the advisory council. The deliberations, neetings
and other proceedings of the advisory council and any commttee or
subconmittee thereof shall be governed by article seven of the public

officers law. Any one or nore nenbers of a committee or subcommittee nay
participate in a neeting of such conmttee or subcommittee by neans of a
conference tel ephone, conference video or simlar conmunication or el ec-
tronic commnication, provided that such comunication allows al
persons participating in the neeting, and all persons observing the
neeting, including nenbers of the public, to hear each other at the sanme
tinme. Participation by such neans shall constitute presence at a neet-
ing. |If a neeting other than an executive session is to be conducted by
neans of a conference tel ephone, conference video or simlar conmuni-
cation or electronic comunication, the public notice for such neeting
shall informthe public that such equipnent will be wused, and further
identify the nmeans by which the public may listen to such neeting.

§ 2. Severability clause. |If any cl ause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section, or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remnainder thereof, but shall be confined in
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its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed ten years after such effective date.



