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AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to waiving the
requirenent of establishing paternity or a child support order for
certain applicants or recipients of aid to dependent children

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 349-b of the social services law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. Wen the applicant or recipient has established good cause to
refuse to cooperate, the social services district shall take no action
to establish paternity or a child support order

8§ 2. Subdivision 6 of section 158 of the social services law, as
anended by section 4 of part Z of chapter 57 of the |aws of 2008, is
anended to read as foll ows:

6. In addition to other eligibility requirenents, each person who is
appl ying for or receiving assistance under this title, and who is other-
wise eligible for assistance under this title, shall be required, as a
further condition of eligibility for such assistance:

(i) to assign to the state and the social services district any rights
to support that accrue during the period that a famly receives safety
net assistance from any ot her person as such applicant or recipient nay
have either on their own behalf or on behalf of any other famly nmenber
for whomthe applicant or recipient is applying for or receiving assist-
ance; [and]
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(ii) to cooperate with the state and the social services official, in
accordance with standards established by regulations of the office of
temporary and disability assistance consistent wth federal |aw and
regul ations, in establishing the paternity of a child born out-of-wed-
lock for whom assistance wunder this title is being applied for or
received, in their efforts to | ocate any absent parent and in obtaining
support paynments or any other paynents or property due such person and
due each child for whom assi stance under this title is being applied for
or received, except that an applicant or recipient shall not be required
to cooperate in such efforts in cases in which the social services offi-
cial has determined, in accordance with <criteria, including the best
interests of the child, as established by regul ations of the office of
tenmporary and disability assistance consistent with federal I|aw and
regul ati ons, that such applicant or recipient has good cause to refuse
to cooperate. Each social services district shall informapplicants for
and recipients of safety net assistance required to cooperate with the
state and | ocal social services officials pursuant to the provisions of
this paragraph, that where a proceeding to establish paternity has been
filed, and the allegation of paternity has been denied by the respond-
ent, there shall be a stay of all paternity proceedings and rel ated
soci al services district proceedings until sixty days after the birth of
the child. Such applicants and recipients shall also be informed that
public assistance and care shall not be denied during a stay on the
basis of refusal to cooperate pursuant to the provisions of this para-
graph[ -] ;_and

(iii) when the applicant or recipient has established good cause to
refuse to cooperate, the social services district shall take no action
to establish paternity or a child support order.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




