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STATE OF NEW YORK

2246

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 20, 2021

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Veterans, Honmel and Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to elimnating the powers
of the governor to issue any directive necessary to respond to a state
di saster

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 29-a of the executive |aw, as anended by chapter 23
of the laws of 2020, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 29-a. Suspension of other laws. 1. Subject to the state constitu-
tion, the federal constitution and federal statutes and regul ations, the
governor may by executive order tenporarily suspend any statute, | ocal
|l aw, ordinance, or orders, rules or regulations, or parts thereof, of
any agency during a state disaster energency, if conpliance wth such
provi sions woul d prevent, hinder, or delay action necessary to cope with
t he dlsaster or if necessary to assi st or ald in coplng wnth such dlsas—

2. SuspenS|ons pursuant to subdivision one of this section shall be

subject to the foll owi ng standards and |i nits[—whi-ch—shall—applyr—to—any
geetive—where—speci-H-cally—ndicated]

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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a. no suspension [e+——directive] shall be nade for a period in excess
of thirty days, provided, however, that upon reconsideration of all of
the relevant facts and circunstances, the governor my extend the
suspensi on for additional periods not to exceed thirty days each;

b. no suspension [e+——+di+rective] shall be nade which is not in the
interest of the health or welfare of the public and which is not reason-
ably necessary to aid the disaster effort;

c. any such suspension order shall specify the statute, Ilocal |aw
ordi nance, order, rule or regulation or part thereof to be suspended and
the terms and conditions of the suspension;

d. the order may provide for such suspension only under particul ar
circumstances, and may provide for the alteration or nodification of the
requi rements of such statute, local |aw, ordinance, order, rule or regu-
| ati on suspended, and may include other terns and conditions;

e. any such suspension order [e+—+di+restive] shall provide for the
m ni mum devi ati on fromthe requirenments of the statute, |local |aw, ordi-
nance, order, rule or regul ation suspended consistent with the goals of
the disaster action deened necessary; and

f. when practicable, specialists shall be assigned to assist with the
related enmergency actions to avoid needless adverse effects resulting
from such suspension

3. Such suspensi ons [ e+—di+ectives] shall be effective from the tine
and in the manner prescribed in such orders and shall be published as
soon as practicable in the state bulletin.

4. The legislature may term nate by concurrent resolution executive
orders issued under this section at any tine.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the anendnments to section 29-a of the executive | aw nade by section one
of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section and shall be
deened to expire therewth.



