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STATE OF NEW YORK

2207

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 20, 2021

Introduced by Sens. ADDABBO, SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring water safety
instruction in schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 805 to
read as foll ows:

8 805. Instruction in water safety. 1. Al students in grades Kkinder-
garten through twelve in all public schools in the state shall receive
instruction in water safety. Such program shall be defined by the
conm ssioner in regulations after consultation with the departnent of
health and be designed to educate students about water safety in grades
ki ndergarten through twelve. Such age appropriate instruction shal
include, but not be limted to, the proper use of flotation devices,
awar eness of water conditions, how to respond if caught in a rip
current, the proper supervision of swimareas, safe behaviors in and
around the water, the inportance of pool barriers and fencing, the
inportance of formal swimlessons, the inportance of avoiding al coho
and substance use with water recreation, the inportance of cardi opul np-
nary resuscitation for drowning victins and the inportance of the order
of adnministering such aid. Nothing in this section shall prevent the
departnent from nmaking nodel curriculumand resource materials available
on the departnent's website.

2. The conmi ssioner nmay provide technical assistance to assist in the
devel opnment of curricula for such instruction which shall be age appro-
priate and devel oped according to the needs and abilities of pupils at
successive grade levels in order to provide awareness, skills, inforna-
tion, self-confidence and support in the understanding of water safety
and the practice of water safety behaviors and skills.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBDO4175-01-1



b~ wWN -

S. 2207 2

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have become a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addition, anmendment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



