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STATE OF NEW YORK

1471

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BRESLIN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the economnic developnent law, in relation to establish-
ing the transitional green devel opnent program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. At a time when mnunic-
i pal budgets are stretched to their limts with regard to traditiona
expenditures, it 1is hereby found and declared that there exists within
the state the need to augnent the capabilities of nunicipalities to
identify and coordinate those qualities that give them unique identi-
ties, in order to best exploit those qualities as they transition from
the formerly industrial-based econonies to those prem sed on environ-
mental | y sustai nabl e economic growmh. The |egislature recognizes that
those qualities vary widely fromnunicipality to nunicipality across the
state and include, but are not linted to, cultural, educational, agri-
cultural, environnental and i nfrastructural characteristics t hat
contribute to the municipal and regional identity. It is further found
that it is the public policy of the state to provide special assistance
to those nunicipalities that seek to best identify and integrate those
capabilities to pronote transitional growh and devel opnent.
8 2. The econom c devel oprment | aw is anended by adding a new article
23 to read as follows:
ARTICLE 23
TRANSI TI ONAL GREEN DEVEL OPMENT PROGRAM

Section 450. Definitions.

451. Transitional green devel opnent grant program

452. Distribution of grants.

453. Green devel opnent coordi nator.

454. Rules and regul ati ons.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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8 450. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns shal
have the foll owi ng neanings:

1. "Applicant" shall nean the county, city, town or village submtting
an application for a transitional green devel opnent grant.

2. "Comm ssioner" shall nean the conmi ssioner of econom c devel opnent.

3. "Transitional green devel opnent"” shall nean utilizing all elenents
of a municipality's current cultural, educational, environnental and
infrastructural character and coordinating those attributes wth

vestiges of its industrial past to achieve sustainable green devel op-
nent .

4. "Transitional green devel opnent coordinator" shall nmean an individ-
ual designated by the executive of the nmunicipality to identify stake-
hol ders and community resources, and direct, coordinate and develop a
plan for transitional green developnent. Such individual shall be a
resident of the county in which the nmunicipality is located or in a
county wthin the state contiguous to the county in which the nunici-
pality that is receiving the transitional green developnent grant and
have a background in urban or regional or rural planning and devel op-
nent .

5. "Transitional green developnent grant" shall nean a two-year grant
to the applicant, funded through the enpire state devel opnent corpo-
ration, dedicated to the specific task of bringing together local offi-
cials, business |leaders, educational institutions and a wi de range of
comunity partners in a collaborative effort to identify the nunici-
pality's unique qualities, and design innovative strategies to best
exploit those identified characteristics for sustainable green devel op-
nent. Such grant shall not exceed one hundred fifty thousand doll ars.

6. "Transitional green developnent plan" shall be the product of
consultation with elected and appointed officials. business |eaders, and
residents of the comunity, the active search and invitation of ideas,
coordi nati on and contenporary, historical and academ c research.

8 451. Transitional green devel opnent grant program There is hereby
established within the departnent of econonic developnent a transitiona
green devel opnent grant program for the purpose of administering grants
to municipalities to assist in their transition fromindustrial to post-
industrial, environmentally sustainable econonies.

8 452. Distribution of grants. Wthin the anpbunts appropriated and
avai lable therefor, the comm ssioner may award a transitional green
devel opnment grant to |ocal governnents for the planning, design, devel-
opnment and progranmm ng of transitional green devel opnent. Such grants to
nunicipalities nay be used for:

1. the hiring of a transitional green devel opnment coordi nator;

2. the use and nmintenance of office space and neeting venues;

3. the reasonable travel expenses of developnent professionals from
educational and research institutions within the state of New York; and

4. the purchase of supplies necessary for the production of the tran-
sitional green devel opnent pl an.

453. Green devel opnent coordinator. The transitional green devel op-
nent coordi nator shall

1. be a part-tinme position under the direction of the executive for a
period not to exceed twenty-four nonths;

2. be subject to all the rights, duties and obligations of article
four of the public officers |law, and

3. receive conpensation not to exceed thirty thousand dollars, or
twenty-five percent of the full anpunt of the transitional green devel-
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opnent grant, whichever is less, fifty percent of which shall be
di sbursed during each year of the two-year period of the grant.

The transitional green developnent coordinator shall direct the
production of the transitional green devel opnent plan, during the first
yvear of the grant period, which shall be presented in final draft to the
executive and the legislative body of the municipality within twelve
nont hs of the acceptance by the conm ssioner of the grant application.
Such plan shall identify the general and unique characteristics and
resources of the nmunicipality and nake recomendations on how to inte-
grate those characteristics in coordinated green devel opnent strateqgy.
The transitional green devel opnent coordinator shall oversee the initial
inplenentation of the transitional green developnent plan during the
second yvear of the grant period. Nothing in this provision shall prohib-
it the executive and legislature fromcontinuing the position of the
transitional green developnent coordinator, by contract or direct
enpl oynent through nmuni ci pal funds, subsequent to the expiration of the
transitional green devel opnent grant.

8 454. Rules and requlations. The comni ssioner shall promulgate rules
and requlations for the inplenentation of the transitional green devel -
opnent grant programand, to the extent practicable, provide technical
assistance in all areas to the transitional green devel opnent coordina-
tor., the executive and legislative bodies of the grant recipient in the
developnment and inplenentation of the transitional green devel opnent

pl an.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




