O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

1348

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 11, 2021

Introduced by Sens. HOYLMAN, RIVERA -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to parent notification of
environmental health and safety hazards in schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 409 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section, the provisions
of section four hundred nine-mof this article shall apply to all schoo

districts, including city school districts regardless of popul ation,
boards of cooperative educational servi ces and pre- ki ndergarten
prograns.

8§ 2. The -education lawis amended by adding a new section 409-mto
read as foll ows:

8 409-m Parent notification of environnmental health and safety
hazards in schools. 1. To ensure that each student, parent., person in
parental relation and school enployee has access to information about
environnental health issues and hazards in their school environnent, the
following actions shall be required to be taken by schools:

a. Every school district shall appoint an infornation access contact

per son;

b. At the beginning of each school year, every school shall inform and
educate students, parents, persons in parental relation and schoo
enployees that they have a right to all infornmation about health and
safety conditions in their school facilities as required in this
section, including but not limted to hazardous substances used, stored

or present in school facilities; construction and rehabilitation activ-
ities; air or water quality sanpling results and probl enrs; procedures
for information access; identification of school district enployees
designated to serve as infornation access contact persons; requirenents

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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for tinely response to information requests; and other procedures that
Wil ensure ready access to such informtion

C. All schools, boards of cooperative educational services and pre-
ki ndergarten prograns shall annually notify students, parents, persons
in parental relation and school enployees of all hazardous substances
used, stored or present in facilities wthin their school, including
activities involving hazardous substances conducted by private contrac-

tors. Each school, board of cooperative educational services and pre-
ki ndergarten program shall

(i) annually inventory all hazardous substances used, stored or pres-
ent inits facilities, which inventory shall be available for public
revi ew,

(ii) develop witten plans to elinmnate or mninize the use and pres-
ence of hazardous substances in its facilities, including a tinetable to
acconplish the plan conponents, which plans have been subject to public

review prior to adoption, and
(iii) prepare witten reports of the results of all sanpling, eval u-

ation and renediation activities as appropriate, submt such reports to
the school district and the departnent., and nmake avail able such reports
to the public; and

d. Every school. board of cooperative educational services and pre-
kindergarten program shall conply with the follow ng requirenents, at
| east two school days prior to any major facility construction, denpli-
tion., nmintenance or renovation, or any other activity with the poten-
tial to result in exposures to indoor or outdoor hazards that may have a
significant effect on the health of the occupants of the facilities:

(i) A warning notice shall be pronminently posted at each entry point
of each facility and school grounds, which has the following fornmat and
includes the follow ng infornation:

"NOTI CE OF SCHOOL. ACTIVITIES | NVO VI NG HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES

The purpose of this Notice is to ensure that students, parents,
persons in parental relation and school enployees are notified that the
following activities will be occurring in this school
School Nane

School Address

Proposed Activity

Location of Proposed Activity

Hazar dous Substances Utilized (if applicable)

Material Data Safety Sheet is available fromthe Contact Person listed

bel ow.
Date/ Tine and Duration of Proposed Activity

Cont act Person/lLocation for Further Information."

(ii) Schools, boards of cooperative educational services and pre-kin-
dergarten prograns shall also provide a witten notice to all parents
and persons in parental relation of the infornmation specified in subpar-
agraph (i) of this paragraph.

(iii) If there is need for an unanticipated or energency activity, as
defined by the commissioner, pursuant to this paragraph, the warning
notice formand witten notice nay be provided inmmediately follow ng the
conduct of the activity.

(iv) Notification shall be provided to individuals pursuant to their
rights to information under the federal Anericans with Disabilities Act,
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act.

2. For purposes of this section, the following terns are defined as
follows:
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a. "Hazardous substances" shall nean and include |ead., radon, asbes-
tos, formal dehyde, products containing greater than ten percent volatile
organi ¢ conpounds and any substance |listed as a substance hazardous to
the public health, safety or the environnent in requlations pronul gated
pursuant to article thirty-seven of the environnental conservation |aw

b. "Facility" shall nean school buildings. |lands and other appurte-
nances of a school district or board of cooperative educationa
services.

c. "Information access contact person" shall nmean a school district
enpl oyee, appointed by the superintendent, who is responsible for
provi di ng i nf ormati on on school environnental health and safety

requested by any individual residing in the school district or board of
cooperative educational services.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




