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STATE OF NEW YORK

1154

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 7, 2021

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating the New York
state rural doctors and nurses |oan forgiveness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 679-k
to read as foll ows:

8 679-k. New York state rural doctors and nurses |oan forgiveness
program 1. Purpose. The president shall grant student |oan forgiveness
awards for the purpose of attracting doctors and nurses to be enployed
in rural areas throughout New York state on a full-tine basis.

2. Eligibility. To be eligible for an award pursuant to this section
applicants shall

(a) have graduated and obtained a degree from an approved New York
state college or university;

(b) be enployed as a doctor of nedicine, doctor of osteopathy, profes-
sional or practical nurse, nurse practitioner, or clinical nurse
specialist in New York state in accordance wth sections sixty-five
hundred twenty-four, sixty-nine hundred five, sixty-nine hundred six,
sixty-nine hundred ten and sixty-nine hundred eleven of this chapter;

(c) conmply with subdivision five of section six hundred sixty-one of
this part:; and

(d) make a conmitnent to practice in a rural area for the duration of
the award.

3. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term "rural"

shal | nmean a tract or county defined by the health resources and
services adninistration as being rural or eligible for a rural heal t h
grant .

4. Priority. Such awards shall be nmade annually to applicants in the
following priority:
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(a) First priority shall be given to applicants who have received
paynent of an award pursuant to this section in a prior year and who, in
the vear prior to application, are doctors or nurses in a rural area
and

(b) Second priority shall be given to applicants who have not received
paynent of an award pursuant to this section in a prior year and who are
doctors or nurses in a rural area in the year prior to such application.

5. Awards. The corporation shall grant awards pursuant to the anpunt
appropriated for such purpose and based on availability of funds in an
anount up to five thousand dollars to individuals who are enployed full-
tinme as doctors or nurses for the vyear prior to such application
provided that no recipient shall receive an award that exceeds the tota
remai ni ng bal ance of the student |oan debt pursuant to this section., in
excess of twenty thousand dollars.

6. Rules and reqgulations. The corporation is authorized to pronmul gate
rules and regulations and may pronul gate energency regul ati ons necessary
for the inplenentation of the provisions of this section. 1In the event
that there are nore applicants who have the sane priority, as provided
in subdivision four of this section, than there are remuining awards,
the corporation shall provide in regulation the nethod of distributing
the remnini ng nunber of such awards, which may include a lottery or
other formof random sel ection.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




